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My life with scripture began as a toddler.  I had a children’s 
Bible with black and white cartoons depicti ng the stories.  
That Bible fl opped open to the worn story of David and 
Goliath.  The young boy tackled a giant!  From that story, 
I learned with God that I could take on the giants!  

On the coff ee table in our den was the family Bible. We 
used it on occasion to read for family devoti ons.  Mostly, 
I remember the family tree in the front and the beauti ful 
colored pictures in center.  There was a picture of Jesus 
with the litt le children. (From this picture, I understood that 
I was important to Jesus!) There was also a picture of the 
ascending Jesus with outstretched arms promising to be 
with us always. (I learned early that God is with me!)

In the 3rd grade, the FUMC in Ft. Payne gave me a Bible!  
They wanted me read from the Bible as I learned to read. 
I sti ll have that Bible.  My teachers leaned over my shoul-
der and taught me to fi nd chapters and verses and to 
memorize the books of the Bible.

In high school, I was given a pocket New Testament.  It is 
the most used Bible in all my collecti ons.  The 40 year-old 
Bible is well marked as I began to take very seriously what 
the book said and what it meant to me.

My fi rst criti cal study of scriptures happened in col-
lege.  Old and New Testament surveys were required at 
Athens College, which was fi ne with me.  I love it when 
I am required to do what I love to do! This criti cal study 

The beginning of the New Year is oft en a ti me for resolu-
ti ons. Eat healthier. Sign up for a gym membership. Watch 
less television. Spend more ti me with the kids. And on it 
goes. Some sti ck. Others don’t.

One resoluti on that we can help people make and sti ck with 
is their desire to get back to church. Many people make an 

eff ort to fi nd a community of faith where they can worship, grow together 
and serve. Here at First Church, we want to encourage them to “sti ck” with 
this resoluti on.

That’s why in January we have two Sundays geared toward new people visiti ng our church. On January 22nd we will have 
“Bring a Friend to Church Sunday.” This will be a great opportunity for you to invite your friends, neighbors and co-
workers to services in both Traditi ons and the Bridge. These services will be friendly to visitors and during the 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday school hour we will have a recepti on in the Acti vity Center where visitors can meet pastors and staff  members 
and learn more about the programs and ministries of the church.

Then on January 29th we will have our “Sunday School Open House Day” where all of our Sunday school classes will 
have a ti me of food and fellowship whereby visitors, as well as members who are looking for a Sunday school, can 
come and visit diff erent classes. Visitors are welcome to spend the Sunday school hour visiti ng multi ple classes, meet-
ing people and seeing which class they may want to regularly att end.

Of course for this to have the impact, we want you to invite your friends, and then join them both on January 22nand 
January 29th. Help us make this a warm and welcoming place where people can fi nd a place of worship in 2017.

BY REV. JESSE TOSTEN
eff ort to fi nd a community of faith where they can worship, grow together 

introduced me to a new understanding and perspecti ve 
of scripture and provided a framework for dealing with 
troublesome parts of scripture.   

The Bible has been important to me all my life. About the 
ti me I started seminary, biblical studies rediscovered the sto-
ry and narrati ve.  New understandings of how God has acted 
on our behalf became more obvious through the stories.  The 
biblical story is more than simply historical events.  It is more 
than the truth it tells.  The biblical stories are the experience 
of the stories.  That is, it is feeling the shame of the Samaritan 
woman or the rebuke of disciples or the joy in fi nding the lost 
coin.  The rediscovery of the story provides a framework for 
understanding ourselves and our world.  The stories provide 
criteria for making spiritual judgments.  They engage all of 
our life experience and help us love God more deeply and to 
embrace our neighbor more fully.  

I have spoken of “53 stories” as a collecti on of stories that 
we want every FUMCT member to know and embody.  My 
prayer is that this year is not just an intellectual pursuit of 
more knowledge about the Bible.  But, by engaging the 
stories our hearts and souls will become more alive to the 
acti vity of God in us and around us!

Come to worship on Sunday because I have a story for you!

Dr. Ken Dunivant

STORIES53 2017

Sponsored by � e Fannie Mae Lee 
Bible Conference



  

ATTENDANCE                                  11.20.16  11.27.16    12.4.16      12.11.16
TRADITIONS/BRIDGE WORSHIP
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL   
ELEMENTARY SUNDAY SCHOOL  
NURSERY/PRESCHOOL
WOW
YOUTH
NEW WINE COLLEGE WORSHIP 

THIS IS A PUBLICATION OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH TUSCALOOSA.
Broadcast & Contact Information

The Sunday 11:00 AM Traditions Worship Service is broadcast on WACT 1420 AM, 96.9 FM and online. CDs of Traditions & DVDs of The 
Bridge are available in the church offi ce. Contact Celesta at 205.345.7261, ext.100 for more information. 

Listen to and watch sermons on our website at fumct.org/welcome/listen-to-a-sermon. 
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BIRTHS

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• In thanksgiving for her life, Jane Hearn Lee, who died November 15, 2016. Sympathy to Josh (Cortney) Davis in the 
death of his maternal grandmother,  Bobbie Jean Nix, who died November 19, 2016. Sympathy to Sela and Deacon Davis 
in the death of their great-grandmother. Sympathy also to Charlene and Tony Davis in the death of her mother.
• In thanksgiving for her life, Marilyn Williams DeLoach, who died November 23, 2016. Sympathy to her husband, W. 
McKay “Mac” DeLoach, her daughters Lynn D. Gregory and Beverly Baker (Denny) of Dayton, Ohio. Sympathy also to 
her son-in-law, Dennis Gregory, and to her grandchildren Mac Gregory (Amanda) of Arab, Alabama, Brandi Gregory of 
Birmingham, Daniel Gregory, Shelly Baker of Cleveland, Ohio and Michael Baker of Dayton, Ohio.
• Sympathy to Jimmie Smith in the death of her brother-in-law, Talmage Spence, of Charlott e, North Carolina who died 
November 8, 2016. 
• Sympathy to Reita Mann in the death of her cousin, Preston Truelove, who died November 25, 2016.
• Sympathy to Gina Miers on the death of her mother, Virginia Ray Sealy, who died November 29, 2016. Sympathy also to 
her granddaughter, Jennifer Lamon (Dave) Pass and her great-grandchildren, Steven and Charlott e Pass.
• Sympathy to Gladys (George) Miljus in the death of her brother, Dr. George Kusic, of Pitt sburgh, Pennsylvania on Decem-
ber 7, 2016.
• Sympathy to Glen (Lorean) Long in the death of his brother, Ronnie Long, on December 12, 2016.
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•Aliegha Robertson, daughter of 
Trish and Dennis Harkey 

BAPTISMS

Financial Peace UNiversity
Led by Wendy & Todd Kennedy
ROOM 220
January 11th-March 29th (9 weeks)
Cost: $100 (For course material)

We all need a plan for our money. This Dave Ramsey 
study teaches God’s way of handling money using video 
presentati ons and class discussions. It will show you how 
to get rid of debt, manage your money, spend and save 
wisely and much more.

02 the legacy journey
Led by Carol & Geoff  Plott 
STABLER CONFERENCE ROOM
January 11th-March 8th (7 weeks)
Cost: $100 (For course material)

If you have completed FPU and have conti nued to 
follow the program or if you have managed money 
well on your own, you may want to consider joining The 
Legacy Journey. In this class, Dave Ramsey shares Biblical 
wisdom on the legacy we build with our wealth. 

03 prayer & holy communion
Led by Rev. Randy Allen
SANCTUARY
Meets All Weeks

Our lives are hecti c. We seek a ti me to slow down and 
commune with God. We know that prayer helps us grow 
in Christ and shrinks the barriers separati ng us from 
the Holy and Divine. Each week we will briefl y discuss 
Biblical principles of prayer and then we will enter into 
sacred conversati on with God, together. 

04 Ask: Faith Questions in a Skeptical Age 
by Scott J. Jones and Arthur D. Jones
Led by Rev. Dan Kilgore
ROOM 308
January 11th-March 22nd (8 weeks)
Course Material: Bring a copy of the book.

We live in a skepti cal age. People—especially young 
people—express doubts about Christi an faith. In this 

study Bishop Scott  Jones and Rev. Arthur Jones address 
hard questi ons that all of us face when considering faith, 

religion and the church.  The message is strong and clear: 
Don't let your questi ons stop you from accepti ng God's 

invitati on to faith. Engage your doubt and you may fi nd you 
are closer to God on the other side.

05 53 stories-story of the week
Led by Dr. Ken Dunivant
ROOM 110-LEE CLASSROOM
Meets All Weeks
Course Material: Bible

Throughout 2017 we are studying the stories of the Bible. Join 
Dr.  Dunivant as he guides us in an in-depth study and refl ec-

ti on ti me on the biblical story of the week.

06 foundations of christianity
Led by Rev. Jesse Tosten
ROOM 222
January 11th-March 8th (7 weeks)
Course Material: Bible

This course will explore the most foundati onal aspects of 
the Christi an faith. It is geared toward those who are new 
to Christi anity, the church or just need a refresher on the 

core of our faith. We will have an open dialogue 
surrounding issues of faith and life through study of the 

bible, theology, current events and our lives.

FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF 11/30/16
ANTICIPATED INCOME: $2,004,112
ACTUAL INCOME: $1,940,508
HARVEST DEBT: $41,958
ORGAN DEBT: $364,462

•Congratulati ons to Mary Elizabeth and Bradford Garvey on the birth of their son, Bradford David Garvey, Jr., who was born 
December 10, 2016 in Connecti cut. Congratulati ons also to grandparents, Dena and Robert Prince.
•Congratulati ons to Rev. Jesse & Emily Tosten on the birth of their son, Bennett  William Tosten on December 13, 2016. 

• Olivia Claire Jones, daughter 
of Theresa and Brian Jones

• Jameson Michael Bates, 
son of Bailey and Evan 
Bates

• William "Bill" Overton Win-
ston, V, Son of Zoe Lynn and 
William Overton Winston, IV

Wednesday Nights Alive! 
January 11th - April 12th 
 
 Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall
 Classes start at 6:00 p.m.  
 Register online 
 at fumct.org/wednesday-nights
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Church Office and CAC closed
The church offi  ce and the Church Acti vity 
Center (CAC) will be closed on Monday, 
January 2, 2017 for the New Year’s holiday.   
We will also close in observance of MLK Day 
on Monday, January 16, 2017.  

07 church membership
Led by Rev. Jesse Tosten
ROOM 222
March 22nd-April 12th (4 weeks)
Course Material: Bible

This course will explore what it means to be a member 
of First United Methodist Church of Tuscaloosa. Whether 
you just joined or have been a member for years, come 
explore what it means to be a member of our church. 
If you have been wanti ng to get more involved in our 
church but weren’t sure where to begin, this four-week 
course would be a great place to start.

08 singles together
Led by Dennis Harkey
PARKER FIRESIDE ROOM
Meets all Weeks

Singles Together is an ongoing group of like-minded singles 
that are looking for community, learning and socializa-
ti on in a clean and healthy environment. Whether you are 
never married, divorced or widowed, Singles Together is 
for you. Break the routi ne of “work, tv, sleep and repeat.” 
Join us and network with a great group of singles. 

09 Marriage: his needs, her needs
ROOM 307
March 18th-April 19th (6 weeks)
Course Material: Bring a copy of the book.

How can couples experience a lifeti me of passion and 
fulfi llment in marriage? By identi fying each other's most 
important emoti onal needs and developing habits to 
meet them.  Spouses will learn about the Love Bank, how 
to culti vate passion and how to resolve marital confl ict.

10 present over perfect 
by Shauna Niequist
Led by Ali Lindsey
ROOM 215
January 11th-February 22nd (6 weeks)
Course Material: Bring a copy of the book.

This study explores the theme of declutt ering everyday 
life and concentrati ng on what is truly important. Niequist 
weaves together her personal experiences of overcoming 
a life of busyness, stress and feelings of inadequacy. She 
tell us that life will all speed past us if we don’t slow down 
and simplify, learn how to say no to demands on our ti me, 
and stop worrying about others’ opinions of us. 

13 You and Your Spiritual gifts: 
discovering god's vision for your life
Led by Susan Kizziah
ROOM 212
January 11th-March 29th (9 weeks)
Course Material: $20

God blesses each of us with spiritual gift s, which enhance our 
ability to serve Him. This study will discuss what spiritual gift s are 

and how they should be used.   It uses the Haugk Spiritual Gift  
Inventory to guide parti cipants through the process of identi fying 

and exploring their spiritual gift s.

1 4 the women of easter: Encounter 
the savior with mary of bethany, 
mary of nazareth and mary 
magdalene by liz curtis higgs
Led by Debby Gryska
ROOM 221
Meets All Weeks
Course Material: Bring a copy of the book.

You’re about to meet three women named Mary, each of 
whom has a life-changing encounter with Jesus. Mary of 

Bethany, his mother, Mary of Nazareth and Mary Magdalene.  
We will study how they knew Jesus and how we can live like 

these three loyal women. 

11 hearing god speak through music
Led by Megan Winningham
ROOM 219
January 11th-March 22nd (8 weeks)
Course Material: Bible

We will explore both traditi onal and contemporary worship mu-
sic, digging deeper into the diff erent messages we can take away 

from the music and the biblical aspect that aligns with them.

12 unqualified
by steve furtick (women's study)
Led by Tonya Hester
ROOM 214
Meets All Weeks
Course Material: Bring a copy of the book.

In (Un)Qualifi ed, Pastor Steven Furti ck helps you peel back the 
assumpti ons you’ve made about yourself and see yourself as 
God sees you. Because true peace and confi dence come not 

from worldly perfecti on but from acceptance: God’s acceptance 
of you, your acceptance of yourself, and your acceptance of 

God’s process of change.

Classes will join together for the Global Impact Celebrati on on February 8th and for the Ash Wednesday service on 
March 1st.  Classes will not be held on March 15th because of Spring Break. 

UMW Circle Meetings 
in January
• FAITH & FRIENDSHIP | Monday, January 9th at 10:30 a.m. in the Parker Fireside Room. Contact Margaret Smith at 
205.556.5793.

• CHARLOTTE SHAMBLIN BIBLE STUDY | Monday, January 9th at 10:00 a.m. in the Lee Classroom. Contact Rosemary 
Ingram at 205.248.9290. 

• WESLEYAN CIRCLE | Monday, January 16th at 2:00 p.m. at Capstone Village. Contact Lynne Richardson at 205.242.9499. 

• CELEBRATION CIRCLE | Tuesday, January 17, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. (Noti ce: one ti me change of day and date)
United Methodist Southwest District Offi  ce, 2302 14th Street (one block off  Greensboro Ave). Contact  Frances Justi ce at 
205.799.8293.

• HOPE CIRCLE | For informati on on these, contact Reese at 205.886.7888.

• SISTERS OF GRACE | Sweet Home Food Bar at 6:00 p.m. on January 19th.  Contact Julie at 205.253.8482.

• CRAFTS CIRCLE | Wednesdays from 1:00-4:30 p.m. in the Craft  room. 

FOSTER CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Thursday December, 8th we hosted the annual Foster Children’s Christmas Dinner for Tuscaloosa DHR. Foster parents, children 
and siblings enjoyed dinner, fellowship, entertainment and a sing-along.  A thank you from Tuscaloosa DHR Director, Latonia Ea-
ton: “I just wanted to say once more how grateful I am to have you and FUMC to help us with honoring our foster parents again 
with a nice dinner.  They all fellowshipped with each other and we just really enjoyed it.  I can’t say 'thank you' enough.”

January 1st, 2017: One Church, One Service
11:00 a.m. in Chitwood Hall  |  Rev. Jesse Tosten, preaching.
On New Year’s Day, we will begin our “53 Stories for 53 Sundays” by 
worshiping in one service in Chitwood Hall.  Kick off  the New Year by 
joining with your church friends and worshiping together.  No Sunday 
school classes will meet that day.
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Student 
MINISTRY
If you are 6th grade through 12th grade, join us on Wednesday 
nights for FooMack.  We gather at 6 p.m. for dinner which is usu-
ally pizza, burgers of Chick Fil A.   At 6:30 p.m. we have a full wor-
ship service including our Praise Band and a message by Stephen 
Stroud, Nate Hester, Will Stewart or Cole Marti n.  We someti mes 
end the evening in the Acti vity Center and other ti mes we play 
games in Callahan Auditorium unti l 7:30 p.m.  

Our emphasis is Love Your Neighbor, as Jesus called it, “the 
second greatest commandment”.   We call this emphasis #every-
studenteveryschool.  

The best way to fi nd us is to take the stairs at the entrance by 
the playground on the 9th Street side of the church.  Come to the 
second fl oor and join us!  

Programs start Wednesday, January 11th.   Watch eConnect for 
menus and specials.  

student Ski Trip!
Please be in prayer for our students as we leave to go on a Ski 
Retreat on January 3rd - 6th to Winterplace, WV.  During this trip 
we will conti nue our studies on #everystudenteveryschool and 
how it has changed each of us.  There will be 80 individuals from 
our church parti cipati ng in this event.

Acolyte Training 
JANUARY 15, 2017 AT 10:00 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY
OPEN TO ANY 3RD-6TH GRADE CHILDREN

We are so excited to have a need for another aco-
lyte training session! The response to our children 
being a part of the church service has been phe-
nomenal. We have added an additi onal Sunday for 
the acolytes to parti cipate due to requests from the 
children and the congregati on. We also had aco-
lytes throughout the whole month of December.

When acolytes bring the light into the church it is a 
holy ti me that symbolizes bringing the light of Christ 
into the sanctuary. The light tells us that Christ is in 
our midst. As the acolytes exit the sanctuary they 
take the light of Christ back into the world. How 
appropriate that our children share the light of 
Christ! We look forward to seeing all interested 
children and parents! 

Worship Coordinator, Cindy Sands
cindy@fumct.org | 205.345.7261, ext. 105

Acolyte Coordinator, Nini Jobson
jodynini@bellsouth.net | 205.292.6441

There are numerous service opportuniti es to give to your church that only require a willing spirit and friendly face 
on a Sunday morning in Traditi ons or Bridge worship services. In most cases, no experience is required except an 
open heart and willingness to learn.  

In both the Traditi ons and Bridge, we look for volunteers to serve as greeters-ushers to provide a welcoming 
atmosphere to those entering our doors.  In fact, visitors decide within the fi rst few minutes whether they will re-
turn based on their experience at the front door.  Greeters-ushers also help with the collecti on of the off ering and 
may be further trained to help usher communion.  No one is required to perform any specifi c task without train-
ing and ongoing support.  Additi onally, for those with technical experience there are opportuniti es to assist with 
sound operati ons/media technology/video producti on.  

If you feel led to serve in any of these capaciti es, please contact the church at 345-7261.  For Traditi ons service 
opportuniti es, talk with Cindy at ext. 105 (cindy@fumct.org); for Bridge opportuniti es, talk to Jesse at ext. 110 
(jesse@fumct.org).

Get Involved

Camp Sumatanga
Gallant, Alabama

Summer will be here before you know it. Start 
planning now for your children and their friends. 
Camp Sumatanga is the United Methodist camp 
for the North Alabama area. It is in Gallant, Ala-
bama, about 30 minutes north of Birmingham. 
Sumatanga has residenti al camps for ages 4-19!  

They off er way more than your typical camp 
experience.  Check out horse camps, sports and ex-
treme camps, music and arts camp, backpacking, 
canoeing, day camps family camps and more!  All 
of the camps feature outstanding leadership and 
programming grounded in faith.  So check it out, 
ignite your fi re for Jesus, friendship, community 
and adventure!  Sign up for camp at Sumatanga! 
Visit the website www.sumatanga.org for dates 

and availability.
 

PLAN TO EXERCISE - IT’S A GOOD IDEA!
BY Linda Dunn, Recreati on Director FUMCT
As the New Year (2017) approaches many of us are thinking about how 
to make resoluti ons to live a healthier lifestyle!  Our minds and bodies 
need special care to operate at maximum capacity so we can be the 
best we can be to help others and ourselves.  Even if you have physical 
limitati ons or make no ti me for exercise, please consider making physi-
cal acti vity a priority for the coming year.   Our healthcare system is on 
overload and each of us can do more to improve our church and coun-
try by 30 minutes of physical acti vity each day.  There are many exercise  
opportuniti es here at FUMC with an indoor track, weight room for those 
19 yrs and over,  recreati on programs, and group exercise classes (aero-
bics, STEP, yoga, strength conditi oning).  Also, you can just go for a walk 
outside or try to be more acti ve at work or home.  Studies have shown 
people who exercise regularly and have spirituality in their life tend to 
live longer and be happier. Please contact me if you have questi ons and 
I will be glad to assist you (205) 345-7261 or ldunn@fumct.org.  

Led by Jeremy Reid
STABLER CONFERENCE ROOM

On Sundays, January 29th-April 9th 
(9 weeks) from 10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m.

Jeremy Reid will be teaching an FPU Flex 
course. The Flex program is an alternate way 

to take FPU with a shortened class ti me.  
Parti cipants watch the video at home and 
come to class for discussion.  The two Flex 

classes off ered during the IMAGINE program 
in the fall were successful and the parti ci-
pants learned so much from each other.  If 
you are interested, watch the eConnect for 
sign up materials or contact Gina Johnson, 

gina@fumct.org or ext. 101.  
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G L O B A L  I M P A C T 
C E L E B R A T I O N

2017

this little
F U M C T

1 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 
nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a 
lamp stand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your 
light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

—Matt hew 5: 14-16

Having Jesus, God’s agent of change, in your life sets you atop “a 
hill”. When we claim to follow Jesus there are certain responsibiliti es 
that go along with the choice.  Christi ans must not “hide” from the 
individuals that do not know or do not follow Christ.  We must live 
our values on the “lamp stand” of life.  

Our Global Impact Celebrati on (GIC) is Wednesday, February 8 – 
Sunday, February 12, 2017.   I pray that our church congregati on 
shines as children of God, followers of Jesus and a “city on a hill” to 
those that have not learned of Jesus’ love. Our missionary guests 
will tell us about people who have not found this love, peace and 
happiness.  With our help, they will help others fi nd a lighted path to 
walk on in this life.

The schedule of all congregati onal events will be published in the 
February Connecti ng Point and will be available on the website. For 
more informati on on the 2017 GIC or to volunteer, please contact 
Joshua Davis at 205.345.7261, ext. 102 or jcd1177@charter.net.
 
 

Are You Blessed?
It is easy for most of us to make a list of our blessings.  You may recite 
these in your morning devoti onal, in your bedti me prayers or keep a 
journal to remind you of your blessings.  
Can you also make a list of how you have blessed others?  
In Luke 12:48,  right aft er Jesus told the parable of the faithful and un-
faithful servants,  Jesus ends with this lesson, “From everyone to whom 
much has been given, much will be required; and from the one to 
whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.”  Jesus 
was speaking directly to his disciples and it rings true in our ears, too.  
In mid-January, you will receive a pledge card in the mail.  Completi ng 
a pledge card, telling the church what you plan to give in the coming 
months, is a tangible way to bless others out of what God has given you.  
It is a promise from you, one to whom much is given and entrusted, to 
share your blessings with others.  This is God’s purpose for our lives.  

From God’s covenant to Abraham in 1650 B.C. to how our church in 
2017 is helping others, we will study how God’s blessings to us can be a 
blessing to others.  

Kiddie Kollege Preschool
REGISTRATION FOR 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
January 9-20:  
Registrati on for current Kiddie Kollege students 
and siblings

January 23-27:  
Registrati on for FUMCT members

January 30- until classes are full:  
Registrati on open to the public

Kiddie Kollege is a 10 month, half day program that 
runs from 8:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.  We use the Tusca-
loosa City school calendar as a guideline.  Children 
must be one by September 1 to be enrolled in that 
school year. 
For More Information:
For more informati on, contact Crystal Hollyhand at 
205.345.7074 or kiddiekollege@fumct.org.

Wednesday Nights for Children
Wednesday nights for children will be so much fun in 2017. Bring 
your family for dinner, and stay for the programs!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE FOR INFANTS-PRESCHOOL
• 5:45 - 6:00 p.m.* | Parents drop their children off  in the appropriate 
classroom. *Please bring bott les, diapers, and any snacks or comfort 
items that he/she may need.
• 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. | Music class and playground ti me.
• 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. | Extended care for parents in late classes only.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE FOR K-5TH GRADE
• 5:55 - 6:40 p.m. | K-2nd come to the Welcome Center
3rd-5th come to room 211 | We will apply Biblical concepts through 
acti viti es and singing while we concentrate
on learning music for performances and worship services.
• 6:40 - 7:00 p.m. | All children will go to the CAC and/or the play-
ground to play and wait for their parents to pick them up.
• 7:00 - 7:30 p.m. | Extended care for parents in late classes only.

LESSONS & CAROLS

Save the date for VBS: Hero Central
Vacati on Bible School 2017: Monday-Thursday, 
June 19th – 22nd. 
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LITTLE LAMBS 
GIVES TO THE COMMUNITY
The proceeds from the bi-annual Litt le Lambs consign-
ment sale are designed to fund and enrich the children’s 

ministry at FUMCT.  This year, a ti the (10%), of the proceeds were designated to provide grants to local non-profi t organiza-
ti ons that primarily serve children.  Litt le Lambs is reaching into the community to enrich the lives of even more children.  

The Sprayberry Center was the fi rst recipient of this ti the to the community.  In April, 2016, they were awarded funds to 
assist them in their move to a new facility. Each teacher was given $150 for supplies. Additi onally, the grant helped them 
purchase sensory room equipment, serving children with special needs in Tuscaloosa.  

The Executi ve Committ ee met and considered applicati ons from four agencies.  The money was awarded to Easter Seals 
of Alabama, Santa’s Elves, the YMCA and the Sprayberry Center. Easter Seals serves children with disabiliti es. Santa’s Elves 
provides Christmas gift s to children who are recommended by their elementary school guidance counselor.  The YMCA pro-
vides free or reduced- cost summer and aft er school programs to children.   
The spring consignment sale for Litt le Lambs is February 23-25, 2017.  If you are interested in being a consigner be sure to 
watch the Litt le Lambs Tuscaloosa Facebook page for the announcement of when registrati on opens.  Make your plans to 
be a part of the sale as a consigner or as a shopper!  

Help and encouragement a� er 
the death of a loved one.

Grief Share is a special weekly seminar and support 
group designed to help you rebuild your life. We know 

it hurts and we want to help.

JANUARY 31 – APRIL 25
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

in Room 214 at FUMCT

Contact Susan Kizziah at 205.345.7261, ext. 104 
or susank@fumct.org.

stephen ministry
Become a Stephen Minister and work along-
side our pastors to care, encourage, and pro-
vide emoti onal and spiritual support to people 
who are going through a diffi  cult ti me, such as 
divorce, grief, hospitalizati on, unemployment, 
terminal illness, relocati on, chronic illness or 
loneliness. No, we’re not talking about an-

gels or saints. We’re talking about individuals who care about others. The 
scriptures describe their service well: “Remember those in prison as if you 
were their fellow prisoners and those who are mistreated as if you your-
selves were suff ering” (Hebrews 13:3). If you or someone you know wants 
to do more as a Christi an caregiver, consider Stephen Ministry. This is our 
congregati on’s one-to-one caregiving ministry. If you have gift s for caring, 
encouragement and listening please begin to prayerfully consider whether 
you might want to be part of this exciti ng ministry. If you think you might 
be interested, talk with one of our Stephen Ministry Leaders: Terri Boman, 
Dan Kilgore, Susan Kizziah, or Mike Spalding.

Refer someone to Stephen Ministry

You may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker or relati ve who is going 
through a diffi  cult ti me and who could benefi t from the focused care, 
encouragement and support of a Stephen Minister. If you know of some-
one who is hurti ng, talk with one of our Stephen Leaders. They can talk 
with you about how we can connect the person you know with one of our 
Stephen Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show how much you care! 
Contact Susan Kizziah at 205.345.7261, ext. 104 or susank@fumct.org.

River Bell 
AWARD
Congratulati ons to 
Tim Parker Jr. who is 
the 2016 recipient of 
the River Bell Award 
presented by the Sea-
men’s Church Insti tute. 
The River Bell Award 

recognizes the contributi ons of an individual, 
company or organizati on to the inland mari-
ti me industry. 

The award was presented by the Seamen’s 
Church Insti tute’s Ministry on the Rivers and 
Gulf program, the nati on’s only network 
of pastoral care available on the American 
inland waterways. Providing year-round 
pastoral care, the ministry off ers pastoral 
counseling, support and fellowship to the 
thousands of professional mariners at work 
on board towboats, off shore vessels, harbor 
tugs, buoy tenders and dredges on the Ohio 
and Mississippi River systems, the Tennessee-
Tombigbee Waterway, the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway and the Gulf of Mexico.

Valet Parking MINISTRY
Thanks to our valet parking ministry at 
FUMCT, you don’t have to worry about walk-
ing a long distance to get to church or Sunday 
school. Teams of men volunteer every week 
to help church members who are elderly, 
those recovering from surgery or other ill-
nesses and young mothers with small chil-
dren get into church safely. It’s just another 
way your church wants to off er extravagant 
hospitality to all who desire to worship here. 
Would you be one of our heroes and lend 
a helping hand? Join a Valet Parking team 
today! For more informati on, contact Susan 
Kizziah at 205.345.7261 ext. 104 or 
susank@fumct.org.

“No matter where I am, Tuscaloosa is 
home.”  —Gene Dean
Eugenia Ross Beatt y Dean, “Gene Dean” grew up in our church and lived what many con-
sidered an exciti ng life on the West Coast of the U. S.  Aft er graduati ng from Tuscaloosa 
High School and UA, she worked in several government jobs in D.C. including Congressman 
George Andrews’ offi  ce.  

Friends told her that the weather was fi ne and the people were friendly in California.  
Gene decided to relocate to Santa Monica and to Newport Beach.  She married Elmer 
Dean and they were involved in civic and cultural acti viti es, including internati onal travel.  

Gene’s sister, Carolyn Williams was a long ti me member of FUMCT and her brother, Sam Beatt y was an Alabama Su-
preme Court justi ce.  All three lived well into their 90s.  Gene died on March 14, 2016 at the age of 97.  

Shortly aft er her death, we received word that she had left  the church $50,000.  What an infl uence this church and 
this city must have made on Gene’s life that some 60 years later she would give so generously to our church.  

The gift  will be added to the general endowment of the church.  The principal of that fund is invested and protected 
in the North Alabama Foundati on of the UMC.  Only the earnings can be spent by the church.  Through this fi nancial 
vehicle, Gene’s infl uence on this church and on her beloved home of Tuscaloosa will be ensured forever.  If you are 
interested in giving to your church in your will, contact your fi nancial advisor or Gina Johnson in the church offi  ce.  
  

Doug Harless and Arden Hollingsworth assist 
Tennis Jackson.


