
��������������������������
The Connecting Point is published monthly by FUMCT, 800 Greensboro 
Avenue, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 ● 205.345.7261 ● www.fumct.org ● 
Editors: Jennifer Schmitt & Hannah Crisp ● Deadline for copy: 2nd Monday 
of each month is the deadline for the following month’s publication. Sub-
missions can be emailed to cp@fumct.org or may be submitted to Jennifer 
Schmitt in the church offi ce. If you would like to unsubscribe to this publica-
tion, send an email to contact@fumct.org or call 205.345.7261.

Scan the code with 
your mobile device to 

visit our website.

WWW.FUMCT.ORG

800 GREENSBORO AVE 
TUSCALOOSA, AL 35401
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofi t Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Tuscaloosa, AL
Permit No. 135

CONNECTING
POINT

F U M C T

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD

DECEMBER 2016

�����������

Stories matt er. Frederick Buechner once wrote, “Maybe nothing is more 
important than that we keep track, you and I, of these stories of who we are 
and where we have come from and the people we have met along the way 
because it is precisely through these stories in all their parti cularity, as I have 
long believed and oft en said, that God makes himself known to each of us 
most powerfully and personally.”

More than anything else – more than facts, stati sti cs, more than principles or 
objecti ve truths – it is stories which speak to our hearts and souls. It is stories 
who tell us who we are.

This next year, in 2017, we are going to focus on God’s story. Stories of excite-
ment and passion. Stories of sadness and destructi on. Stories of men and 
women who never seem to get things right. Stories of a God who conti nually 
forgives and redeems those women and men who never get anything right.

We will encounter a love story in a garden, kingdoms and wars, cries for mercy 
and justi ce, fi shermen looking for purpose, and a King nailed to a cross.

This year we’ll read these stories of long ago. But let us not forget – that in these stories we fi nd our own story. As Buech-
ner wonders and then affi  rms, “Is the point of Jesus' stories that they point to the truth about you and me and our stories? 
We are the ones who have been mugged, and we are also the ones who pass by pretending we don't noti ce. Hard as it is to 
believe, maybe every once in a while we are even the ones who pay an arm and a leg to help. The truth of the story is not a 
mott o suitable for framing. It is a truth that one way or another, God help us, we live out every day of our lives. It is a truth 
as complicated and sad as you and I ourselves are complicated and sad, and as joyous and as simple as we are too. The sto-
ries that Jesus tells are about us. Once upon a ti me is our ti me, in other words.”

As we enter into the biblical story this coming year, will you see and invite God into your story?

Whether it is the negati ve tone of the politi cal campaigns, the confl icts within the United Methodist Church or 
even the struggles of families within our church, our need for hope is as great now as ever. During these unsett led 
ti mes as the Advent/Christmas season begins, let us remember the promise of a great light that came to the 
people walking in darkness and to those living in a land of deep distress.  

I have to confess that the popular television series, The Walking Dead is a phenomenon that oft en escapes me.  
But, as an image of people in need of hope, The Walking Dead begins to make some sense.  During Advent this 
year, our theme is “Here’s Hope!” We will examine the issues of our lives with a view toward the message of hope 
this season brings us:

People are struggling with catastrophic crises.  Overwhelming illnesses, exploded relati onships, 
fi nancial doom.  Here’s Hope!  Christ entered into our world in its calamity.  Here’s Hope!  
We don’t have to deal with these crises by ourselves.

Depressed?  Paralyzed by fear?  Having trouble making hard decisions?  Can’t see a way out?  
Here’s Hope!  The light shines upon those in darkness.

Lonely?  Grieving?  Carrying the heavy load by yourself?  Here’s Hope!  His name is Emmanuel 
– “God with us.”

Looking for high ideals?  Need a cause to live for?  Wanti ng something bigger than you are?  
Here’s Hope!  The Word became fl esh, and dwelt with us.

Make it a point to be part of as many of these services as possible.  Consider giving your Sunday mornings to the 
message of hope in our Sunday services.  Att end Traditi ons at 9:00, take in Sunday school, and then worship in the 
Bridge at 11:00.  Make Sunday morning an experience of hope this December!
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 11
NEW MEMBERS

DEATHS | SYMPATHIES
• In thanksgiving for her life, Beulah Ormand, who died November 2, 2016. Sympathy to her children Martha Barze, Susan 
Ozment, Tom Whaley and Peggy Marshall.
• Sympathy to Xan (Mark) Key in the death of her father, H.C. Atchison of Selma, who died June 2, 2016.
• Sympathy to Allison (Todd) Arendale in the death of her mother, Barbara “Janet” Holemon. 
• Sympathy to Celesta Riner on the death of her mother, Helen Riner, on Monday, November 14, 2016.

BIRTHS
• Congratulations to Virginia (John) Davis on the birth of their daughter, Caroline Christine, who was born October 31st. 
Congratulations also to her grandparents, Caroline and Tom Willingham.
• Congratulations to Alice and Dylan Patchen on the birth of their son, Greyson Kerry Patchen, who was born October 18, 2016. 
Congratulations also to Bayleigh Patchen on the birth of her brother and to Debby Gryska on the birth of her grandson. 
• Congratulations to Margaret Findley on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Elizabeth Louise Labosier, who was born 
November 11, 2016 in Huntsville, Alabama. Congratulations also to Lynn Findley on the birth of her great-niece.
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•Baptism of Walter “Walt” Bryan Chandler, infant son of Shannon & Eric Chandler.
•William Christopher Austin
•Kathryn Kendall Case
•Ellis George Kirkland
•Elizabeth Cox
•Mary Brooke Harper

BAPTISMS

• Steve Jones & Eliza-
beth Cox (pictured with 
member, Lisa Cox Jones)

• Joe & Memorie Gosa, 
with children, Tucker 
and Sam

December 21st: The Longest Night Communion Service
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

For some, the Christmas season will be particularly difficult due to the events of 2016.  The loss of a 
loved one, an empty nest, not being able to go home for Christmas, first Christmas after a divorce, 
bad news from the doctor--all contribute to making Christmas less than the celebration we desire.  

The Longest Night service (sometimes called Blue Christmas) is designed to give expression to these 
emotions.  Scripture encourages us to bear another’s burden, so everyone is invited to this very 
meaningful, very powerful service.  Some, who will be travelling on Christmas weekend, love to 

come to this communion service in their home church.

O
December 24th: Christmas Eve Communion

Traditions:  Noon, 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Bridge:  4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

On Christmas Eve, there are five opportunities to sing carols, receive Holy Communion, hear the 
Christmas story, and sing Silent Night with uplifted candles.  Invite your friends and bring your 

family to any of these services.  If you want twice the blessing, take in the 4:00 Traditions service 
and stay for the 5:30 Bridge service.  Casual dress is welcome.  Nursery is provided 

for all Christmas Eve services.

O
December 25th: One Church, One Service
11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary | Dr. Ken Dunivant, preaching

On Christmas Day, Traditions and the Bridge will worship together in one service at 11:00 a.m.  
We will join together to celebrate the good news of the birth of Jesus.  Come worship together!  

No Sunday school classes will meet that day.

O
January 1st, 2017: One Church, One Service

11:00 a.m. in Chitwood Hall  |  Rev. Jesse Tosten, preaching

On New Year’s Day, we will begin our “53 Stories for 53 Sundays” by worshiping in one service in 
Chitwood Hall.  Kick off the New Year by joining with your church friends and worshiping together.  

No Sunday school classes will meet that day.

Victor & Sheryl Harper, Blake Alex Harper, 
Danielle Skipper, Mary Brooke Harper & 
Jarrod Robert Wiggins

• Sherry Montgomery
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Little Lambs Spring/Summer 2017
The dates for our spring/summer sale are 
February 23-25, 2017.  Please follow us on 
Facebook at Little Lambs Tuscaloosa or join 
our email listing for the sign up information 
which will be posted in January.  We look for-
ward to seeing you at our next sale.  

Advent 1 – November 27
HERE’S HOPE

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Traditions: Gorman Houston preaching | Bridge: Jesse Tosten preaching

O
Advent 2 – December 4

HERE’S HOPE
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Traditions: Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett preaching | Bridge: Jesse Tosten preaching

O
Advent 3 – December 11

HERE’S HOPE
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Traditions: Lessons & Carols program, adult & children’s choirs | Bridge: Gorman Houston preaching

O
Advent 4 – December 18

HERE’S HOPE
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Traditions: Ken Dunivant preaching | Bridge: Christmas Musical

O
The Longest Night – December 21

HERE’S HOPE
6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Christmas Communion | Jim Wilson preaching

O
CHRISTMAS EVE – DECEMBER 24

HERE’S HOPE
Traditi ons:  Noon, 4:00 p.m.  and 6:00 p.m.

Ken Dunivant preaching Noon & at 4:00 p.m. | Gorman Houston preaching at 6:00 p.m. 

Bridge: 4:00 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
Jesse Tosten preaching

O
CHRISTMAS DAY – DECEMBER 25

One 11:00 a.m.  Service in the Sanctuary
HERE’S HOPE | Ken Dunivant preaching

O
NEW YEARS DAY – JANUARY 1, 2017

One 11:00 a.m.  Service in Chitwood Hall
53 Stories | Jesse Tosten preaching

Save the date for VBS: Hero Central
Vacati on Bible School 2017: Monday-Thursday, June 
19th – 22nd. Note: this is a date change from previous 
announcements.

UMW Circle meetings in  December
 

• UMW MEMORIAL SERVICE | Saturday, December 10th at 9:30 
a.m. in the chapel followed by a brunch and installati on of offi  cers 
at 10:30 a.m. in Chitwood. All circles and members are encouraged 
to att end!

• CELEBRATION CIRCLE | Christmas Social Meeti ng on Monday, 
December 12th at 6:00 p.m at the home of Nancy and Tish Taylor, 
Phone: 339-1661.

• CHARLOTTE SHAMBLIN BIBLE STUDY, CRAFTS CIRCLE & 
FAITH & FRIENDSHIP | Will not meet in December. All parti cipants 
are encouraged to att end the Memorial Service December 10th. 
• WESLEYAN CIRCLE | December 19th with a lunch meeti ng at 
12:00 noon at home of Sally Erdman, Phone: 333-8397.

• SISTERS OF GRACE AND HOPE CIRCLES | All our young wom-
en are encouraged to join these groups! For informati on, contact 
Reese 886-7888 (Hope Circle); or Julie 253-8482 (Sisters of Grace).

office closed 
for holidays
The church offi  ce will be closed Monday, 
December 26th and Monday, January 2nd.  
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DECEMBER
EXERCISE CLASS SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 5
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Aerobics @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 6
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 7
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Yoga 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 9
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 12
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Interval Workout @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 13
Step & Pilates @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 14
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Yoga 1:30 PM
Pilates 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 16
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 19
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Aerobics @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 20
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

DECEMBER 21
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Yoga 1:30 PM
TBC 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 23
Senior Fitness @ 8:00 AM
Step & Sculpt @ 9:00 AM

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAYS!

If you would like to know more about 
the exercises in each class, contact 
Linda Dunn at ldunn@fumct.org or 
205.345.7162, ext. 120.

a few measures of Our Church
Business experts tell us if you don’t measure it, you can’t improve it.  Here are a few measures of 2016 for our church: 

· Jesse and Emily Tosten came in June.  Jesse serves as Pastor of Contemporary Worship.   Jesse   
  has brought strong, consistent leadership to the contemporary worship service.  
· John Ratledge assumed full-ti me duti es and Director of Music Ministries, primarily 
  responsible for the traditi onal services.   Choir membership has increased 20 percent.  
· Khristi  Motley started her work with our children’s music program and celebrated a Fall 
  musical with 75 children parti cipati ng.  
· We have over 200 enrolled in Financial Peace University and the Legacy Journey.  
· We supported nine Pre-K classrooms in Tuscaloosa with new equipment and school supplies, 
  an esti mated $7,500.
· Y’s Readers involved 60 volunteers with 100 children at the west end YMCA in July.  
· Homeless Connect served 225 clients, connecti ng them to vital health and fi nancial services in 
  a one-stop-shop environment. 
· The Bridge has $55,388 of new digital equipment to make the worship experience bett er. 
· Student ministry has launched an initi ati ve to all 15 Tuscaloosa area schools.  Over 225 
  students were here for Discovery weekend; 110 enjoyed a beach retreat and 60 will be 
  heading to the mountains of West Virginia to ski.  

STORIES
53

2017

Sponsored by � e Fannie Mae Lee Bible Conference

53 Stories for 53 Sundays-Preaching Theme
What 53 stories do we want every FUMCT member to know and embody?  Each week of 
2017, we will study one of these 53 stories.  We will discuss the stories in Sunday school, 
preach on the stories in worship, and have a Wednesday night Bible study to discuss the 
text.  Pick up your study guides for 53 Stories for 53 Sundays on Christmas Eve.

53 Stories: The Bible in Context
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SMALL GROUP TEACHER TRAINING SESSION | December 1st from 5:30 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. with Dr. Charles Page 
This training session will begin with a biblical meal.  Dr. Charles Page, archaeologist, biblical scholar and friend, will talk 
with us around the table.  Then from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Charles will put the stories into context and off er help for 
teachers.  This training is designed for teachers and class leaders, but everyone is invited.  Reserve a place at the table 
by signing up at contact@fumct.org or by calling Cindy Sands at 205.345.7261, ext. 105. If you need childcare, contact 
Sandra Reed at sandra@fumct.org.

Holiday Reminders
Poinsettia Sunday
If you wish to give a memorial or honorarium for Christmas, please make your check payable to 
FUMCT. A suggested amount would be $25.  Submit the necessary informati on to Charles Tuten 
in the church offi  ce by Friday, December 2nd and it will be printed in the December 11th Order of 
Worship.  Anything received aft er this deadline will be printed at a later date. 
2016 Contribution Deadline
Please submit all 2016 contributi ons to the church offi  ce by noon on Saturday, December 31st. 
Stock Gifts
Transferring stock is a great way to give to the church.  For those members who use stock to 
fulfi ll pledge obligati ons or for other purposes, please contact Charles Tuten at the church offi  ce 
(205.345.7261 ext 103) with the necessary informati on as soon as you have noti fi ed your broker 
of the transfer.  Stock transfers take several days to process, so make sure to leave enough ti me for 
your gift  to reach the church by the contributi on deadline.

Church Office Closed
The church offi  ce will be closed on Monday, December 26th and on Monday, January 2nd.  

Does this work matt er?  Yes!  When Jesse preached a sermon ti tled “Trusti ng God, not VISA” in late October, Mark came 
up to him aft er the service with tears in his eyes.  Aft er 12 years of working at his company, Mark’s boss had come in Friday 
and told the workers that the business was closing.  Mark had lost his job.  He told Jesse, “This sermon--you were talking to 
me.  Now I know that God is with me as I look for a job.”  Jesse prayed with him and asked for God to guide him in his job 
search.  Good news!  Mark found a job!  God is good!

From the light in a pre-schooler’s eyes when they fi rst recognize a picture of  Jesus to the deep change in marriage when a 
husband and wife make their fi rst joint budget without arguing, our church is developing disciples and helping families.  
If you are a faithful giver, we ask you to conti nue to bless the lives of those who are impacted by these acti viti es of our 
church with your ti thes.   If you are a “catch-up” giver, we ask that you bless the work of the church with your gift  in 
December.  If you receive a year-end bonus, we hope you will ti the from that bonus.  We count on a strong December to 
support the life-changing work of our church throughout the year.  

In Paul’s fi rst lett er to Timothy, a young Christi an in Asia Minor, he says in 6:18, Tell them to do good, to be rich in the good 
things they do, to be generous, and to share with others. When they do these things, they will save a treasure for them-
selves that is a solid foundati on for the future. That way they can take hold of what is truly life.  

In the closing days of 2016, your church needs you to help us build that solid foundati on for the future.  Visit 
www.fumct.org/give or drop a donati on in the off ering plate/bag or mail it to the church offi  ce.  Thank you for 
sharing your treasure.  



A Gi�  for the Church
The church has received a gift  from the estate of Sam Jackson, 
Jr.  Sam was a well-known retailer in Tuscaloosa. He owned 
Sam Jackson’s Emporium, a store on Queen City Avenue that 
celebrated its 100th year in business in 2014.   

Sam was also a lifelong member and supporter of our church.  
He was a founding member of the Fannie Mae Lee Bible class 
and att ended services faithfully unti l his health declined.   

During his acti ve years, Sam was concerned about making sure 
that members of the congregati on had adequate resources for 

medical care.  One of his gift s to the church allowed us to place automati c external defi brilla-
tors in fi ve locati ons throughout the church. 

At his death in December of 2014, Sam left  a legacy gift .  In memory of his parents, Alleen 
Harris Jackson and Sam F. Jackson and his wife, Mary Jackson’s parents, Ruth Holston King and 
Harold King, this gift  is designated for the recent restorati on of the organ. 

This has allowed us to pay down the debt on the organ to under $365,000.  

If you are interested in setti  ng up your will to leave a gift  to the church, please contact Gina John-
son in the offi  ce at gina@fumct.org or (205) 345-7261, ext. 101 or talk with your fi nancial advisor.  
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Tree of Bears 2016
Thank you to all who have already adopted 
and donated gift s for the families we have 
partnered with through Tuscaloosa DHR! 
Remember these gift s are due back to the 
church offi  ce by December 4th. Please contact 
morgan@fumct.org with any questi ons. 

G L O B A L  I M P A C T 
C E L E B R A T I O N

2017

this little
F U M C T

1 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Did You Know?
by joshua davis, director of missions & outreach

As our church’s 10th Anniversary Global Impact Celebrati on 
(GIC) grows ever nearer and we begin to invite our ministry 
partners to join us, I am reminded of all the life-changing 
ministries we support that help show the love of Jesus to our 
hurti ng world. Our Acts 1:8 biblical foundati on, “You will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth,” has led us to partner with or work in 
over 50 diff erent ministries throughout God’s Kingdom.  
Locally we support and/or volunteer our ti me working with 
at-risk people in multi ple ways:  we help teenage mothers; 
we assist the local citi zens living below the poverty level; 
we feed people; we help rescue some from addicti on; we 
help our homeless populati on; we build homes for families; 
we broadcast God’s message on local radio; we serve our 
area foster children; we care for our elderly and we assist 
victi ms of domesti c violence.

Nati onally we work in our local, state and federal prisons; 
we care for immigrant and refugee children; we minister to 
people in Appalachia and we resource missionaries to reach 
college students all over the Southeast. 

Internati onally we partner with ministries that care for orphans, provide medical services, feed the hungry, plant 
churches, translate the Bible to nati ve languages, educate children, teach people to use their arti sti c talent for God’s 
glory, build schools, train leaders, assist refugees and show the love of Jesus in over 16 foreign nati ons! 
Our church has a vibrant legacy of reaching people for Christ. On Wednesday, February 8 – Sunday, February 12, 2017 
many of these missionaries will be joining us for our 2017 Global Impact Celebrati on. We hope you will block ti me in 
your calendar and join us to meet these hard-working ministry partners, learn about their work, learn about how we, 
as a church, make a diff erence working beside them-- some right next door to us, some on the far ends of the earth. 

The schedule of events will be released in January.   Come be part of taking the Light of God to the world.

Foster Children’s Christmas Dinner
Our Christmas dinner for  foster children 
and their families is on Thursday, Decem-
ber 8th at 6:00 p.m. in Chitwood Hall. 
We are honored to be able to serve these 
families during the Christmas season!

Welcome, Jennifer Schmitt!
Jennifer Edwards Schmitt  joined our staff  on 

November 7th as the Director of Communicati ons 
and Media. She is a UA graduate and a nati ve of 

Michigan. Jennifer has been in television journalism 
for six years, most recently serving as the Tuscaloosa 
Bureau Chief for ABC 33/40. She brings great energy 

and experti se to our staff  in this important 
communicati ons area. Jennifer and Matt  Schmitt  

married on October 22nd. He works at Randall-Reilly 
and as a Performance Marketi ng Coordinator. 

Please welcome Jennifer!  
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Stop Hunger Now!
On Wednesday November 16, 2016 #foomack and their families prepared 
10,000 meals to bless someone else during the Thanksgiving season.  This is 
the fi rst ti me our students have tackled a youth-only Stop Hunger Now!  We 
are so proud our FUMCT students for their willingness to give.   Here’s how this 
project changed one of our students, Andrew Fairburn.

How did you learn about Stop Hunger Now?
The fi rst ti me I learned about SHN was when my grandmother, Kathy Long explained it to me.  She 
was in charge of the ministry which made me want to become more acti ve in it.

Why do you volunteer for Stop Hunger Now?
I volunteer for SHN because I know that there are so many unfortunate people that do not have enough to eat, and I feel that it is the 
least I can do to volunteer my ti me.

How has Stop Hunger Now changed you?
SHN has changed me because I know that what I am doing actually makes a diff erence in someone’s life.  Once you have fi lled 
about 200 of those bags, you know you have helped someone who is hungry.  

Confi rmati on class 2016 is complete at FUMCT!  Our class was led by Jamie Tesh and Garrett  McBride.  This 
year’s class focused on the atti  tude of commitment and how during adolescence that your character is shaped.  
From the ti meline of scripture to the importance of decision-making, our students have been taught that 
prayer can change everything.  Our students also studied the importance of grace (prevenient, justi fying and 
sancti fying) and the way of salvati on.

Violet Grace Albritt on
William Christopher Austi n
Kathryn Kendall Case
Robert Wesley Clark
Mary McLain Collins
Ira Jackson Colvin 
Lucy Ayers Corder
Charles Patt en Curington, Jr.
Walter Davis Denney
Olivia Ruth Farmer
Connor Tyler Gilstrap
Tucker Allyn Gosa
Ellis George Kirkland

Jackson Payne Manderson
Virginia Tate May
Davis Guy Moman
Michael Barret Rodgers, Jr.
Alex Paul Shajan
Sarah Katherine Smith
James Cooper Snodsmith
Jackson Solomon Sullivan
Susan McDaniel Sullivan
Brennen Reese Wilson
Greyson Lane Wilson
Jacob Myers Wright

student ministry
2016


