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Friends,

I’m excited you are joining us in 2017 for our 53 Stories journey. Throughout this year 
we will explore important biblical stories. We will study the familiar stories – Adam 
and Eve in the garden, the Ten Commandments, Jesus feeding the five thousand, and of 
course the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord. We will also voyage into stories 
that may be less familiar, but just as important: the story of Job, the life of Ruth, Jesus 
turning water into wine, and the disciples’ confession of Jesus as Lord.

For some of us, this will be old territory. We’ve grown up with these stories and we know 
them by heart. And yet, each and every time we go to scripture, God seems to bring a 
fresh Word to our lives. It is also surprising how many times our recollection of a story 
is slightly different than the actual text in the Bible. Thus, it is important to constantly go 
back to the text of scripture and see what it actually says. Pay attention to your assump-
tions – what you think you know about a story – and the actual words on the page. Are 
they the same? Did you leave something out, or add something that wasn’t there?

For others of us, this is the first time we are experiencing these stories. My prayer is that 
God would open up these life giving stories to encourage you, strengthen your faith, and 
shower you with mercy and grace. As you’ll see, the people of the Bible are just as flawed 
as we are – they often mess things up. But the God they serve continues to love them, 
and even use them for His glory. I pray that through these stories God would do the 
same to you! By the end of this year, I hope you’ll realize how much stories matter. I pray 
you’ll also see your own story in the stories of scripture, and how God wants to enter in 
and be a part of your story today.

May scripture come alive in your life this year,

Jesse Tosten
Pastor of Contemporary Worship



How to Use This Study

Each week we are focusing on one biblical story. In your devotional booklet you will have 
the biblical text printed for you (NRSV) as well as some personal reflection questions. We 
encourage you to read the text, spend some time reflecting and praying on what you have 
just read, then wrestle with the reflection questions.

Here are a few additional ideas that will allow you to dig deeper:

•	 Read the scripture passage once every day of the week. This will allow you to internal-
ize it. Listen for how God might speak to you from the same passage on different days. 
You may want to read the story in a different biblical translation each day (try The 
Message version, or The English Revised Standard version). 

•	 Read the story in a different physical location – at work, in a restaurant, under a tree 
in the park, or at your kid’s ballgame. How might this story speak to you differently by 
simply reading it in a different location? 

•	 Each week includes a memory verse – you may try to memorize that verse during the 
week. A great way to memorize scripture is to write it on a 3x5 notecard and place it 
somewhere you will see it daily – a vanity mirror, your car’s sun visor or on the refrig-
erator.



Approaches to Reading Scripture 

In addition to the Reflection Questions, you may want to try some of the  
following approaches to reading scripture: 

 
Lectio Divina

 Lectio Divina has been a practice of scripture reading since the fourth century. Feel free 
to try this method throughout this year:

1. Read – Read the text once all the way through. Pause for a few moments. Then read 
the text once more. Let the story sink in. 

2. Reflect – What words, phrases or images catch your attention? Stay with each one and 
see where it takes you. Let your feelings, associations, and ideas come out in writing, 
sketching, or other forms of response. Write down anything that you find important in 
the text. Walk, run, play a musical instrument, sing in a way that expresses the effect of 
these ideas and images on you. 

3. Respond – In prayer (spoken, sung or silent) offer up your heart, mind, and body to 
God. Share what you are thinking about the biblical story – whether it is praise, con-
cern or questions. 

4. Remaining (Silence) – Spend a few moments in quiet silence. Allow God to speak 
back to you.

Theological Bible Study (from Disciple Bible Study)

Another way to read Scripture is by asking some theological questions. Try looking at 
each story through a theological lens by asking these questions: 

1. What does this story say about God?

2. What does this story say about us as human beings?

3. What does this story say about the relationship between God and us? 
 



                     Depth Bible Study (from Disciple Bible Study)

You can also approach the biblical story by assessing the meaning of the story for the orig-
inal listener, the church today, and then yourself. Try asking these questions of the text:

1. What do you think this story meant to those who first heard the story? 

2. What meaning does this story have for the church today in contrast to the original  
hearers? 

3. If I took this story seriously, what does it mean to me?
 

Focus on Christ Bible Study

These questions allow you to focus on Jesus and how his actions stir our love and call us to 
follow him. Feel free to try these questions when you encounter a biblical story involving 
Christ.

1. What do I see about Jesus? 

2. What stirs my love for Jesus? 

3. What is one thing I can do today to obey or follow Jesus?

 
 
 
 
 



From Your Pastors’ Library
  Commentaries 

Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. This com-
mentary offers a full interpretation of the biblical text, combining historical 
scholarship and theological purpose. It brings an understanding of what the 
text says into dialogue with the critical questions and problems of contempo-
rary life and faith. Interpretation explains the books of the Bible as the Holy 
Scripture of a church active at worship and work. Teachers, preachers, and all 

serious students of the Bible will find here an interpretation that takes serious hermeneuti-
cal responsibility for the contemporary meaning and significance of the biblical text. 

New Daily Study Bible Commentary Series. An excellent commentary set for 
teachers and students, the words of William Barclay continue to inspire read-
ers today with his scripturally sound exegesis. Barclay’s purposefully accessible 
writing style is evidence of his passion for bringing the Word of God to laity as 
well as biblical scholars. His thoroughly-researched works begin with impor-
tant historical background, clarifying the context in which each New Testa-

ment book was originally written. Then, launching into commentary, Barclay discusses the 
Scriptures a handful of verses at a time.

New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary Series. This series presents a leading bibli-
cal scholarship through an in-depth commentary on the complete Bible. The 
contributors are leading biblical scholars who bring a wealth of fresh perspec-
tives to biblical interpretation. The contributors are also theologically diverse, 
reflecting a wide range of denominational backgrounds. 

              Other Resources 
Strong’s Concise Concordance And Vine’s Concise Dictionary Of The Bible Two 
Bible Reference Classics In One Handy Volume.  ISBN-13: 978-0785242550
A multi-purpose Bible study resource tool. All the essentials you need to 
study the biblical text without having to know Hebrew or Greek. Provides 
definition, explanation, and concordance entries.

New Revised Standard Study Bible. (The HarperCollins Study Bible) 
ISBN-13: 978-0061228407 The HarperCollins Study Bible—Student Edition is 
the landmark general reference Bible that offers the full text of the New Revised 
Standard Version as well as in-depth articles, introductions, and comprehensive 
notes by today’s leading biblical scholars from the Society of Biblical Literature.



 2017 – Schedule of Stories

Epiphany: Recognizing Christ in the New Year
1/1 – The Story of the Wise Men – Matthew 2:1-12
1/8 – John the Baptist and Jesus – Matthew 3:1-17
1/15 – The Foundation of the Church – Matthew 16:13-20
1/22 – The Temptation of Jesus – Matthew 4:1-11
1/29 – The Story of the Transfiguration – Matthew 17:1-13
2/5 – The Story of the First Miracle – John 2:1-11

Christ in the World: What Does Christ Require?
2/12 – The Great Commandment and Great Commission – Matthew 22:34-40; 28:16-20
2/19 – Jesus Feeding Five Thousand – Matthew 14:13-21
2/26 – The Story of the Samaritan Woman – John 4:1-26

Lent: Preparing for Spiritual Renewal
3/2 – Ash Wednesday - The Story of David and Bathsheba – 2 Samuel 11:1-12:7
3/5 – The Story of the Exodus – Exodus 13:17-14:31
3/12 – The Story of the Rich Young Ruler – Matthew 19:16-22
3/19 – The Parable of the Sower – Matthew 13:1-23
3/26 – The Story of Job – Job 2:1-10
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January 1 - Week 1
Scripture Passage:   Matthew 2:1-12

2  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling to-
gether all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Mes-
siah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet:

6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road.

 
 
 
 

Memory Verse:   
“When they saw that the star had stopped,  

they were overwhelmed with joy.” 
– Matthew 2:10
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Reflection Questions 

The Wise Men took what some refer to as “The Journey of the Soul.” As you begin the New 
Year, you may be wondering where your journey has led. What might you do this year to 
begin to journey closer to Christ? 
 
 
 
 

A theologian has said that God has placed his signature on every square inch of his cre-
ation. The study of the stars led the Wise Men to the truth of God in Jesus Christ and to a 
relationship between faith and science. How has your study of science added to or taken 
away from your faith?  

Foreigners were among the first to worship the Messiah. God’s grace by nature reaches out 
to all who do not deserve it. How do you feel about that kind of grace being free for all? 
 
 

 

The worshipping of Jesus is demonstrated in the humility of kneeling, and in the God-
honored giving of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The story begs us to ask: does our giving 
honor God? What might you need to do to make your giving God-honoring?
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January 8 - Week 2 
Scripture Passage:   Matthew 3:1-17 

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Re-
pent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet 
Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight.’”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out 
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit wor-
thy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ances-
tor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to ful-
fill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 
came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.17 And a voice from heaven said, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

 
Memory Verse:  

 “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
– Matthew 3:17
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Reflection Questions

“Repent,” John preached. “Come into the water for the forgiveness of your sins,” John 
invited. Jesus, the perfect one, waded into the water. Why? As an act of obedience? To be 
an example? To show his humility? Why do you think Jesus went into the deep waters of 
baptism? 
 
 
 
 
 

The heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove and rested upon Jesus. 
Can you identify an occasion when you experienced the powerful presence of God’s Holy 
Spirit?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

How do you feel when you are affirmed? Reflect on the relationship God confirmed when 
he said “You are my son.” Reflect on the affirmation God gave to Jesus when he said, “…
with whom I am well pleased.” God speaks those same words to you today. Spend a few 
moments in silence as God affirms his love and grace for you.
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January 15 - Week 3
Scripture Passage:   Matthew 16:13-20  

16  13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Bap-
tist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heav-
en.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

Memory Verse:   
“He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’”  

– Matthew 16:15
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Reflection Questions

Many people have opinions about who Jesus is. Sometimes it is easier to listen to others 
rather than ask the hard question for ourselves, “Who do I say Jesus is?” Ultimately, that is 
the question we must answer. Who do I say Jesus is? Reflect on who Christ is in your life.
 
 
 
 

The rock upon which the Church is built is the foundation of Christ as Lord. How does it 
feel to know that nothing can overpower it? How does it impact our work in proclaiming 
the gospel through it?
 
 
 
 
 

What forces at work in our society seem to threaten the church?  
 
 
 
 
 

Christ has given us, as the people of God, the “keys to the kingdom of heaven”. What role 
are you playing in the world to share the love of God?
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January  22 - Week 4
Scripture Passage: Matthew 4:1-11

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3 The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of 
bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone, 
    but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the tem-
ple, 6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
    and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God, 
    and serve only him.’”

11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

Memory Verse:  
  “One does not live by bread alone,  

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
– Matthew 4:5
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Reflection Questions

Temptation comes in many forms. Reflect on your life in the past month. Where have you 
faced the most temptation? What made this area of your life so enticing? 
 
 

Do you think temptation is hard or easy to recognize? Why? 
 
 

 

Though Jesus was tempted, the Holy Spirit was with Jesus. Do you pray to God when you 
are facing temptation? How might you be able to incorporate prayer into your life so that 
when you are facing temptation you’ll instinctively pray? 
 
 

 

Jesus used Scripture to fight off temptation. Each week, we have an opportunity to memo-
rize one verse out of our story. What role does memorization of Scripture play in your 
devotional life? How might you incorporate this into your daily routine? 
 
 
 

What are some practical ways you can remind yourself of God’s strength as you are 
tempted this week?
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January 29  - Week 5
Scripture Passage: Matthew 17:1-13

17  Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3 Suddenly there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, 
and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” 8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vi-
sion until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 10 And the disciples asked 
him, “Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 11 He replied, “Elijah is 
indeed coming and will restore all things; 12 but I tell you that Elijah has already come, 
and they did not recognize him, but they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the 
Son of Man is about to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood that he was 
speaking to them about John the Baptist.

 
 
 
 

 

Memory Verse:   
“But Jesus came and touched them, saying,  

“Get up and do not be afraid.’” 
 – Matthew 17:7
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Reflection Questions

What is your most memorable “mountaintop” experience, a spiritual or profound experi-
ence that affected you to your core and changed the way you lived? 
 

It is often hard to go back to our normal routines after such “spiritual highs,” back to work 
after a powerful mission trip, back to our homes after a moving worship service, or back 
to reality after a weekend spiritual retreat. How does this story in Matthew 17 speak to our 
need to come back down the mountain to experience Christ in our everyday life? 
 

What was the significance of Elijah and Moses? 
 
 

Where else have you seen the phrase, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with him I am well 
pleased”?
 
 

What can you do to place yourself in a posture to experience a “mountaintop” experience 
with God this week? 
 
 

With whom might God be asking you to share your “mountaintop” experiences with this 
week? 
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February 5 - Week 6
Scripture Passage:  John 2:1-11

2  On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother 
said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone water 
jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said 
to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, 
“Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward 
tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10 and said to 
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have 
become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”11 Jesus did this, the first of his 
signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

Memory Verse:  
 “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,  

and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”
 – John 2:11
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Reflection Questions

While the other Gospels feature Jesus’ humanity, the Gospel of John highlights Jesus’ di-
vine nature. Over and over again, John shows us who Jesus really is – God. Reflect on this 
first sign and how it was the first indicator of who Jesus was. 

Has there been a life event that left you saying, “That was a miracle!”? Why are miracles 
difficult for us as 21st century readers, to believe?
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus seems not to want to do a miracle just for miracle’s sake, but to promote His mission 
in the world (that led to the cross). How might this story speak to your own life, as you 
pray and hope for miracles in your life? 
 
 
 
 

In this story it is the servants who know what actually took place and not those who were 
throwing the party. So begins Jesus’ work of turning social relationships on their head. 
Might there be areas where you are blinded to God’s work? How might you open your 
eyes to see God’s work in the world?
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February  12 - Week 7
Scripture Passage:  Matthew 22:34-40 and Matthew 28:16-20

22  34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered to-
gether, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which 
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
 

28  16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had di-
rected them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus 
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Memory Verses:   
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,  

and with all your mind. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  
– Matthew 22:37-39 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

– Matthew 28:19
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Reflection Questions

Jesus calls us to love the Lord with our all heart, soul, and mind. This week, what does this 
practically look like in your life?
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus also tells us that it’s not just good enough to love God. If we love God, we will also 
love our neighbor (because God loves our neighbor). This week, what does this practically 
look like in your life? You may want to read Luke 10:25-37 to see who God considers as 
your neighbor.  
 
 
 
 

After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples and gave them a mission. A mission 
to make disciples of all nations. How are you, joining with the larger church and empow-
ered by the Holy Spirit, making disciples for Jesus?
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus says, “Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Reflect on these 
words this week and find comfort in the presence of our Lord.
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February 19 - Week 8
Scripture Passage: Matthew 14:13-21

14 13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When 
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their 
sick. 15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, 
and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two 
fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down 
on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed 
and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds. 20 And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides 
women and children.

Memory Verse:  
“Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’” 

– Matthew 14:16
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Reflection Questions

The disciples wanted to send the people away because they thought the need was too big. 
As we look around the world, or even somewhere as small as our town, we also see great 
needs. Sometimes it is overwhelming. Yet, what does this biblical story teach us about 
serving? What can God do with our small acts of service?
 
 

 
 

Jesus had eyes to see the hurting –“he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them 
and cured their sick.” Where is God directing you to see needs in your community? What 
can you do about them? 
 
 

 
 

What circumstances has God used in your life lately to stretch your faith in him?
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February 26 - Week 9
Scripture Passage: John 4:1-26

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and baptizing 
more disciples than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his disciples who bap-
tized— 3 he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4 But he had to go through Samaria. 5 So 
he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to 
his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is 
it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is 
deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who 
gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Ev-
eryone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them 
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, 
“I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you 
have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.20 Our ances-
tors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is 
in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

Memory Verse:   “Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The wa-

ter that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’” 
– John 4:13-14 18



Reflection Questions

Jesus intentionally put himself in a situation to talk to someone who was different than he 
was. When was the last time you intentionally sought out someone different than you?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We often seek things that will quench our “thirst” temporarily, but God offers to give us 
eternal sustenance. Recently, what have you been seeking that hasn’t truly quenched your 
soul’s deep need?  Pray that you would begin seeking after what truly brings life.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The woman went back to her village and shared the good news of Christ (she is what some 
consider the first evangelist). How can you share your testimony of what God has done in 
your life with someone this week?
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March 2 (Ash Wednesday)
Scripture Passage: 2 Samuel 11:1 – 12:7

11 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with his 
officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But 
David remained at Jerusalem.

2 It happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about 
on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman 
was very beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, 
“This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 So David sent mes-
sengers to get her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying 
herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 5 The woman conceived; and she 
sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”

6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to Da-
vid. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and how the 
war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” 
Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9 But 
Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his lord, and did 
not go down to his house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to his house,” 
David said to Uriah, “You have just come from a journey. Why did you not go down to 
your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and 
my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go 
to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul 
lives, I will not do such a thing.” 12 Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and 
tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next 
day,13 David invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 
evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go 
down to his house.

14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In the 
letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then draw back 
from him, so that he may be struck down and die.” 

(Author’s note:  In verses 16-25, the killing of Uriah occurs; the verses are omitted due to 
length)

26 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she made lamentation for 
him. 27 When the mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house, and she 
became his wife, and bore him a son.
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But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord, 12  1 and the Lord sent Nathan 
to David. He came to him, and said to him, “There were two men in a certain 
city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very many flocks and 
herds; 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. He 
brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his meager 
fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now 
there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was loath to take one of his own flock or 
herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, 
and prepared that for the guest who had come to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As the Lordlives, the man who has done 
this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.”

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand of Saul;

Memory Verse:   “Nathan said to David, ‘You are the man!’” – 2 Samuel 12:7

Reflection Questions 

David made a horrific mistake. One fault lead to another. Yet, we recognize the problem 
right from the beginning – David wasn’t where he was supposed to be. In verse 1 we’re 
told, “In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle.” David stayed home. 
As king, he should have been with his men in battle. He wasn’t where he was supposed to 
be. Reflect on your life — are you where you are supposed to be? Think about where you 
have been tempted lately—were you in the wrong place to begin with?

Reflect on how often one sin leads to another. How difficult is it to tell the truth and own 
up to your mistakes?

David had a great friend Nathan who confronted him about his sin. How do you react 
when a friend confronts you? Have you ever felt led to confront a friend who was making 
mistakes? Did you answer the nudge of God to speak into their lives? Is there someone 
right now you need to counsel and confront?

David is called “a man after God’s own heart” (1 Sam 13:14). How do you reconcile this 
description with David’s actions in this story? What does it say about God?
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March 5 - Week 10
Scripture Passage: Exodus 14:10-14

14  10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Mo-
ses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in 
the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the very 
thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to 
the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will ac-
complish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never 
see again.14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Memory Verse:   
 “The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”  

– Exodus 14:14
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Reflection Questions

At first, the Israelites were joyful that they were set free from Egypt. Then things got hard 
and they started complaining. Have you ever started a task you were initially confident 
would not be difficult, only to find out that it was? How did you persevere through that 
situation?
 
 
 
 

How does complaining, rather than trusting in God, hurt your spiritual life? How does it 
hurt the larger body of believers we call the church? 
 
 
 
 

How do you think Moses was able to lead through such adversity? In the areas where you 
lead, where do you find wisdom and strength to continue? 
 
 
 
 
 

Exodus 14:14 says, “The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Pray that 
God would fight for you this week; then spend a few minutes in silence and prayer.
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March 12 - Week 11
Scripture Passage: Matthew 19:16-30

19  16 Then someone came to him and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have 
eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only 
one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to 
him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adul-
tery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 19 Honor your father and mother; 
also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 20 The young man said to him, “I have kept 
all these; what do I still lack?”21 Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then 
come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he 
had many possessions.
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of 
a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples 
heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, “Then who can be saved?”26 But Jesus 
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.”

27 Then Peter said in reply, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then 
will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the 
Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive 
a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life.30 But many who are first will be last, and the 
last will be first.

Memory Verse:   
“But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

– Matthew 19:30
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Reflection Questions

What are some things that hinder you from following Christ? What is hard to let go of in 
order to serve God? 
 
 
 
 
 

What does the rich man’s response say about his heart and where he placed his identity? 
Reflect on where you place your trust and identity. How might this story change your 
perspective? 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus gives us a countercultural perspective – the first shall be last and the last shall be 
first. How does this viewpoint change the way you interact with people this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What might you need to give up this week in order to follow Christ fully?
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March 19 - Week 12
Scripture Passage: Matthew 13:1-23

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil.6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since 
they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!”

10 Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?” 11 He an-
swered, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it 
has not been given.12 For to those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abun-
dance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 13 The reason 
I speak to them in parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not listen, 
nor do they understand.’ 14 With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:

‘You will indeed listen, but never understand, 
    and you will indeed look, but never perceive. 
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,
    and their ears are hard of hearing, 
        and they have shut their eyes; 
        so that they might not look with their eyes, 
    and listen with their ears, 
and understand with their heart and turn— 
    and I would heal them.’
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear.17 Truly I tell you, many 
prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, but did not hear it.

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and un-
derstands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.”

Memory Verse:  “Let anyone with ears listen!” – Matthew 13:9
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Reflection Questions:

Jesus often spoke in parables. Why are parables and stories so valuable in sharing the 
Gospel? How do parables and stories speak to our hearts in ways that other forms of com-
munication cannot? 
 
 
 

What does this parable of Jesus tell us about the Gospel and who it is for?
 
 
 
 

Jesus describes four different types of soil. Which type of soil best describes your life right 
now? How might you work toward becoming the “good soil”?
 
 
 
 
 

As you share the Gospel, you will share the message with people who will reject the mes-
sage and others who will receive it. How does this parable encourage you about your task 
to share your faith? 
 
 
 

Reflect and pray about how you can listen carefully to God this week. (Matthew 13:9).
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March 26 - Week 13
Scripture Passage: Job 2:1-10

2 One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came among them to present himself before the Lord. 2 The Lord said to Satan, “Where 
have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From going to and fro on the earth, 
and from walking up and down on it.” 3 The Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my 
servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man who fears 
God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his integrity, although you incited me 
against him, to destroy him for no reason.” 4 Then Satan answered the Lord, “Skin for skin! 
All that people have they will give to save their lives. 5 But stretch out your hand now and 
touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” 6 The Lord said to Satan, 
“Very well, he is in your power; only spare his life.”

7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on Job 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 Job took a potsherd with which to 
scrape himself, and sat among the ashes.

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.” 
10 But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the 
good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Memory Verse: 
“Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” 

– Job 2:10
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Reflection Questions

If you were to lose everything – your possessions, family, and health, how would you re-
spond? What would be your biggest question to God? 
 
 
 

Why do people, both Christian and non-Christian, blame God when tragedy strikes? Are 
you blaming God for something that has happened in your life right now? How might this 
story speak to you? 
 
 
 
 

Despite what happened to Job, he “did not sin with his lips”. Why do you think this was? 
What type of relationship must Job have had with God to trust and rely on him? 
 
 
 
 

When a friend comes to you with a difficulty, how do you respond? Do you help them 
grow closer to God or discourage them? 
 
 
 

You may consider reading the ending of Job’s story (chapters 40-42).
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