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FRIENDS,

What a gift to be able to study the stories of Scripture together this year! My prayer is that 
you have been changed as a result of encountering God’s stories and that you can see God 
working in your own story.

We are entering our final quarter of 53 Stories. Here we will see some familiar faces. In 
October, we will continue to look at various “call stories” of the Bible that we started in 
mid-September. Through the stories of Samuel, Moses, Gideon, and the disciples, we will 
learn how God calls each of us to His work. 

On November 5th, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday – a powerful service honoring and 
remember those who have gone to be with our Lord in the past year. Matthew 5:1-12 will 
be our text for that day, focusing on the beatitudes of Christ. We will be encouraged and 
challenged to make something of our lives by living the way Christ calls us through the 
beatitudes.

Our final stretch of stories brings us into the season of Advent. What a powerful season to 
be awakened to the true meaning of the season. Amid holiday parties, shopping, cooking, 
and getting ready for family gatherings, we will have an opportunity to remember why we 
celebrate. The stories of John the Baptist, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds will inspire us to 
hear and respond to God’s invitation of love through Jesus Christ.

As we finish up 2017 and 53 Stories, may you be reminded of God’s amazing love and 
grace for you. And may you be so overwhelmed by God’s love that you can’t help but share 
that love with others, living your story in such a way that others feel and experience God’s 
love for them.

 

Jesse Tosten
Pastor of Contemporary Worship 
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HOW TO USE THIS STUDY

Each week we are focusing on one biblical story. In your devotional booklet you will have 
the biblical text printed for you (NRSV) as well as some personal reflection questions. We 
encourage you to read the text, spend some time reflecting and praying on what you have 
just read, then wrestle with the reflection questions.

Here are a few additional ideas that will allow you to dig deeper:

• Read the scripture passage once every day of the week. This will allow you 
to internalize it. Listen for how God might speak to you from the same pas-
sage on different days. You may want to read the story in a different biblical 
translation each day (try The Message version or The English Revised Stan-
dard version). 

• Read the story in a different physical location – at work, in a restaurant, un-
der a tree in the park, or at your kid’s ballgame. How might this story speak 
to you differently by simply reading it in a different location? 

• Each week includes a memory verse – you may try to memorize that verse 
during the week. A great way to memorize scripture is to write it on a 3x5 
notecard and place it somewhere you will see it daily – a vanity mirror, your 
car’s sun visor or on the refrigerator.



APPROACHES TO READING SCRIPTURE 

In addition to the Reflection Questions, you may want to try some of the  
following approaches to reading scripture: 

 
Lectio Divina

Lectio Divina has been a practice of scripture reading since the fourth century. Feel free to 
try this method throughout this year:

1. Read – Read the text once all the way through. Pause for a few moments. 
Then read the text once more. Let the story sink in. 

2. Reflect – What words, phrases or images catch your attention? Stay with each 
one and see where it takes you. Let your feelings, associations, and ideas 
come out in writing, sketching, or other forms of response. Write down any-
thing that you find important in the text. Walk, run, play a musical instrument, 
sing in a way that expresses the effect of these ideas and images on you. 

3. Respond – In prayer (spoken, sung or silent) offer up your heart, mind, and 
body to God. Share what you are thinking about the biblical story – whether it 
is praise, concern or questions. 

4. Remaining (Silence) – Spend a few moments in quiet silence. Allow God to 
speak back to you.



Theological Bible Study (from Disciple Bible Study)

Another way to read Scripture is by asking some theological questions. Try looking at 
each story through a theological lens by asking these questions: 

1. What does this story say about God?

2. What does this story say about us as human beings?

3. What does this story say about the relationship between God and us? 
 
                     DeBible Study (from Disciple Bible Study)

You can also approach the biblical story by assessing the meaning of the story for the orig-
inal listener, the church today, and then yourself. Try asking these questions of the text:

1. What do you think this story meant to those who first heard the story? 

2. What meaning does this story have for the church today in contrast to the 
original hearers? 

3. If I took this story seriously, what does it mean to me?
 

Focus on Christ Bible Study

These questions allow you to focus on Jesus and how his actions stir our love and call us to 
follow him. Feel free to try these questions when you encounter a biblical story involving 
Christ.

1. What do I see about Jesus? 

2. What stirs my love for Jesus? 

3. What is one thing I can do today to obey or follow Jesus?



FROM YOUR PASTORS’ LIBRARY
  Commentaries 

Interpretation: A Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. This 
commentary offers a full interpretation of the biblical text, combining histori-
cal scholarship and theological purpose. It brings an understanding of what 
the text says into dialogue with the critical questions and problems of contem-
porary life and faith. Interpretation explains the books of the Bible as the Holy 
Scripture of a church active at worship and work. Teachers, preachers, and all 

serious students of the Bible will find here an interpretation that takes serious hermeneuti-
cal responsibility for the contemporary meaning and significance of the biblical text. 

New Daily Study Bible Commentary Series. An excellent commentary set 
for teachers and students, the words of William Barclay continue to inspire 
readers today with his scripturally sound exegesis. Barclay’s purposefully ac-
cessible writing style is evidence of his passion for bringing the Word of God 
to laity as well as biblical scholars. His thoroughly-researched works begin 

with important historical background, clarifying the context in which each New Testa-
ment book was originally written. Then, launching into commentary, Barclay discusses the 
Scriptures a handful of verses at a time.

New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary Series. This series presents a leading 
biblical scholarship through an in-depth commentary on the complete Bible. 
The contributors are leading biblical scholars who bring a wealth of fresh 
perspectives to biblical interpretation. The contributors are also theologically 
diverse, reflecting a wide range of denominational backgrounds. 

              Other Resources 
Strong’s Concise Concordance And Vine’s Concise Dictionary Of The 
Bible Two Bible Reference Classics In One Handy Volume.  ISBN-13: 
978-0785242550
A multi-purpose Bible study resource tool. All the essentials you need to study 
the biblical text without having to know Hebrew or Greek. Provides definition, 

explanation, and concordance entries.

New Revised Standard Study Bible. (The HarperCollins Study Bible) 
ISBN-13: 978-0061228407 
The HarperCollins Study Bible—Student Edition is the landmark general refer-
ence Bible that offers the full text of the New Revised Standard Version as well 
as in-depth articles, introductions, and comprehensive notes by today’s leading 

biblical scholars from the Society of Biblical Literature.



 2017 – Schedule of Stories - 4th Quarter

GOD’S CALLING
10/1 – The Story of Samuel – 1 Samuel 3
10/8 – The Story of Moses – Exodus 3 -4
10/15 – The Story of Gideon – Judges 7:1-25
10/22 – The Story of the Disciples – Matthew 4:18-22
10/29 – The Story of Matthew – Matthew 9:9-13

LEAVING A LEGACY: WHAT LEGACY DO YOU WANT TO LEAVE EACH DAY?
11/5 – Key to Spiritual Transformation: The Beatitudes – Matthew 5:1-12
11/12 – The Story of the Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37

ADVENT: ANTICIPATING GREATNESS
11/19 – The Message of Micah – Micah 6:6-8
11/26 – The Story of John the Baptist – Matthew 3:1-12
12/3 – The Story of Mary – Luke 1:26-38
12/10 – The Story of Joseph – Matthew 1:18-25
12/17 – The Story of the Shepherds – Luke 2:8-20
12/24 – The Story of the Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-7
12/31 – The Story of Jesus as Child – Luke 2:21-52

WORSHIP SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE:

4TH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Traditions and Bridge

10:30 a.m

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION SERVICES
Traditions – 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

Bridge – 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

             

 1



October 1, 2017 – Week 40
Scripture Passage: I Samuel 3 

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was ly-
ing down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 The 
Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The Lord 
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said 
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am 
about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 
12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from 
beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for 
the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain 
them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from 
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the 
Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”
19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet 
of the Lord. 21 The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to 
Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the Lord.

Memory Verse:  
 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel 

said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”  
1 Samuel 3:10 2



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

When you spend time with God, do you spend more time talking or listening? Why?

What things in your life distract you from hearing the voice of God?

How did Samuel’s surroundings help him hear from God? If you decided to absolutely 
commit yourself to hearing from God on a daily basis, what distractions would you need 
to limit or eliminate?

What’s your next step today to make sure you are putting yourself in the right surround-
ings to hear the voice of God?

What’s your next step of surrender today? Are there any practices you need to start? Is 
there anything from your life that you need to remove?
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October 8, 2017 – Week 41 
Scripture Passage: Exodus 3-4

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses 
said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the 
Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 
10 So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said 
to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “I will be 
with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”

13 But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am 
who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said 
to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all 
generations.

16 Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you and to what has been 
done to you in Egypt. 17 I declare that I will bring you up out of the misery of Egypt, to the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk 
and honey.’ 18 They will listen to your voice; and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt 
and say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; let us now go a three days’ journey into 
the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ 19 I know, however, that the king of Egypt 
will not let you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 20 So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt 
with all my wonders that I will perform in it; after that he will let you go. 21 I will bring this people into 
such favor with the Egyptians that, when you go, you will not go empty-handed; 22 each woman shall ask 
her neighbor and any woman living in the neighbor’s house for jewelry of silver and of gold, and clothing, 
and you shall put them on your sons and on your daughters; and so you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

4 Then Moses answered, “But suppose they do not believe me or listen to me, but say, ‘The Lord did not ap-
pear to you.’” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 3 And he said, “Throw 
it on the ground.” So he threw the staff on the ground, and it became a snake; and Moses drew back from it. 
4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Reach out your hand, and seize it by the tail”—so he reached out his hand 
and grasped it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of 
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their ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”

6 Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” He put his hand into his cloak; and when 
he took it out, his hand was leprous, as white as snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back into your 
cloak”—so he put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored like the rest of his 
body— 8 “If they will not believe you or heed the first sign, they may believe the second sign. 9 If they will 
not believe even these two signs or heed you, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry 
ground; and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now 
that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to 
him, “Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 
Now go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you are to speak.” 13 But he said, “O my Lord, 
please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “What of 
your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak fluently; even now he is coming out to meet you, 
and when he sees you his heart will be glad. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and will teach you what you shall do. 16 He indeed shall speak 
for you to the people; he shall serve as a mouth for you, and you shall serve as God for him. 17 Take in your 
hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs.”

18 Moses went back to his father-in-law Jethro and said to him, “Please let me go back to my kindred in 
Egypt and see whether they are still living.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19 The Lord said to 
Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt; for all those who were seeking your life are dead.” 20 So Moses took 
his wife and his sons, put them on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt; and Moses carried the staff 
of God in his hand.

21 And the Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the 
wonders that I have put in your power; but I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. 22 
Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord: Israel is my firstborn son. 23 I said to you, “Let my son 
go that he may worship me.” But you refused to let him go; now I will kill your firstborn son.’”

24 On the way, at a place where they spent the night, the Lord met him and tried to kill him. 25 But Zipporah 
took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin, and touched Moses’ feet with it, and said, “Truly you are a bride-
groom of blood to me!” 26 So he let him alone. It was then she said, “A bridegroom of blood by circumcision.”

27 The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went; and he met him at the 
mountain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord with which he had sent 
him, and all the signs with which he had charged him. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all 
the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron spoke all the words that the Lord had spoken to Moses, and performed 
the signs in the sight of the people. 31 The people believed; and when they heard that the Lord had given 
heed to the Israelites and that he had seen their misery, they bowed down and worshiped.

Memory Verse:  
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the 

Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 
Exodus 3:14



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

Think about a time when you had to take on a task you felt unqualified to accomplish. 
How did you respond to the task? What did you learn from that experience?

What excuses did Moses make to God? How did God answer his excuses? What excuses 
do you give God most often? How have you seen God answer those?

Can you relate to Moses’ fear? What is your biggest fear when it comes to obeying God’s 
call in your life?

What do you need to trust God to help you do this week? How might knowing that God 
will prepare you for that task give you confidence as you seek to serve Him?
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A CALL TO GENEROSITY

For over 400 years, the people of God were slaves in Egypt. They cried out to God for 
salvation. Their need was heard from God and God sent Moses. Moses became the hands 
and feet of God for a people in need.

As you reflect on your call toward generosity, think about what needs are present in our 
church family as well as the community? What needs come to mind? How can your 
generosity help serve as the hands and feet of God in the midst of the need you see? 
 

Like Moses, what excuses do you give God most often? How might God use your 
“ordinary” generosity to expand His kingdom?
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October 15, 2017 – Week 42
Scripture Passage: Judges 7:1-25

7 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the troops that were with him rose early and 
encamped beside the spring of Harod; and the camp of Midian was north of them, below 
the hill of Moreh, in the valley.

2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The troops with you are too many for me to give the Midian-
ites into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away from me, saying, ‘My own hand 
has delivered me.’ 3 Now therefore proclaim this in the hearing of the troops, ‘Whoever 
is fearful and trembling, let him return home.’” Thus Gideon sifted them out; twenty-two 
thousand returned, and ten thousand remained.

4 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “The troops are still too many; take them down to the 
water and I will sift them out for you there. When I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he 
shall go with you; and when I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 5 So 
he brought the troops down to the water; and the Lord said to Gideon, “All those who lap 
the water with their tongues, as a dog laps, you shall put to one side; all those who kneel 
down to drink, putting their hands to their mouths, you shall put to the other side.” 6 The 
number of those that lapped was three hundred; but all the rest of the troops knelt down 
to drink water. 7 Then the Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred that lapped I will 
deliver you, and give the Midianites into your hand. Let all the others go to their homes.” 8 
So he took the jars of the troops from their hands, and their trumpets; and he sent all the 
rest of Israel back to their own tents, but retained the three hundred. The camp of Midian 
was below him in the valley.

9 That same night the Lord said to him, “Get up, attack the camp; for I have given it into 
your hand. 10 But if you fear to attack, go down to the camp with your servant Purah; 11 
and you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to attack 
the camp.” Then he went down with his servant Purah to the outposts of the armed men that 
were in the camp. 12 The Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the east lay 
along the valley as thick as locusts; and their camels were without number, countless as the 
sand on the seashore. 13 When Gideon arrived, there was a man telling a dream to his com-
rade; and he said, “I had a dream, and in it a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of 
Midian, and came to the tent, and struck it so that it fell; it turned upside down, and the tent 
collapsed.” 14 And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon son of 
Joash, a man of Israel; into his hand God has given Midian and all the army.”
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15 When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped; and he 
returned to the camp of Israel, and said, “Get up; for the Lord has given the army of Midian 
into your hand.” 16 After he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and put 
trumpets into the hands of all of them, and empty jars, with torches inside the jars, 17 he 
said to them, “Look at me, and do the same; when I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as 
I do. 18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then you also blow the trum-
pets around the whole camp, and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon!’”

19 So Gideon and the hundred who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at 
the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch; and they blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 20 So the three companies blew 
the trumpets and broke the jars, holding in their left hands the torches, and in their right 
hands the trumpets to blow; and they cried, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 21 
Every man stood in his place all around the camp, and all the men in camp ran; they cried 
out and fled. 22 When they blew the three hundred trumpets, the Lord set every man’s 
sword against his fellow and against all the army; and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah 
toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 23 And the men of 
Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they 
pursued after the Midianites.

24 Then Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, 
“Come down against the Midianites and seize the waters against them, as far as Beth-
barah, and also the Jordan.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they seized 
the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25 They captured the two captains of 
Midian, Oreb and Zeeb; they killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the 
wine press of Zeeb, as they pursued the Midianites. They brought the heads of Oreb and 
Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan.

Memory Verse: 

The Lord said to Gideon, “The troops with you are too many for me to give the Midianites 
into their hand. Israel would only take the credit away from me, saying, ‘My own hand 

has delivered me.’ 
 Judges 7:2



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

Have you ever been a part of an underdog team or a Cinderella story? What was that 
experience like? How did you win despite the odds being against you?

In today’s passage from Gideon’s story, we read about God’s power to deliver and redeem 
us from whatever we face. What is a battle you are currently facing?

Read 2 Corinthians 12:7-10. In what way is Gideon’s winnowing experience similar to 
Paul’s experience of God’s grace made perfect in human weakness?

When has God used one of your weaknesses or failures to help someone else?

A CALL TO GENEROSITY:

Which weakness of yours does Gideon’s story prompt you to see differently today?
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A CALL TO GENEROSITY

Though Gideon did not know what the outcome would be, he still gave his life to God’s 
service. When we give ourselves abundantly to God - in devotion and with our lives and 
our resources - God always provides. God used Gideon and a small army to defeat the 
enemy and save the people of Israel.
 

What would it look like for us to give ourselves fully to God - in time, service, and with 
our resources?
 

We may feel hesitant to give generously because we are fearful of what the future holds. 
How does the story of Gideon remind you of how God always provides?



October 22, 2017 – Week 42 
Scripture Passage: Matthew 4:18-22

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19 And he 
said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20 Immediately they left 
their nets and followed him. 21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their 
nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed 
him.

 
Memory Verse: 

  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Matthew 4:19
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

What are some reasons why Jesus’ call to these men is surprising? What does this reveal 
about what Jesus is looking for in His followers? Why is it significant that these men left 
their nets (v. 20) to follow Jesus? What about James and John? What did they leave?

How did you react when you heard Jesus’ call to follow Him? Did you fight against it, 
ignore it, or drop your net and go?

What are some other places we might be tempted to look to find our true purpose in life 
other than following Jesus?

What is standing in the way of you embracing that call more fully?

How do your daily habits and routine need to change in order to make room to fish for 
men this week?
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A CALL TO GENEROSITY:

Jesus transformed a group of fishermen into men of fire and steel who literally changed 
the world in less than 100 years. Through the ministry of the disciples, both while Jesus 
was on earth, but even more so after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the world came to 
know its Savior and has never been the same. Yet, those early fishermen had no idea what 
opportunity lay before them. It often isn’t until we give our lives to Jesus that we begin 
to see the possibilities before us. As a congregation, we have some exciting and unique 
opportunities in 2018: the celebration of our bicentennial as well as the continuing life 
transformation that takes place through our ministries and programs.
 

What excites you about the future of your church as well as your own faith? What 
opportunities do you see?
 

How can the call to generosity help these opportunities become reality?
 

In what tangible way can you partner with Jesus, becoming a “fisher of people”, to make 
disciples and transform the world?
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A Prayer Inspired by Matthew 4:18-22
 

You call us,
Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks,

inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors 
into the uncharted waters of faith

to wander off from our predictable paths to follow You
into the unpredictable footsteps of the kingdom;

to leave the comfort of our homes and accompany
You into the uncomfortable neighborhoods we usually avoid.

 
As we wait,

in our simple, sometimes crazy,
constantly uncertain lives,

speak to us, Spirit of Grace:
of that hope which is our anchor;
of that peace which is our rock;

of that grace which is our refuge.
 

—from a worship order prepared by Rev. Bob Gibson 
for the London Conference of the United Church of Canada
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October 29, 2017 – Week 43
Scripture Passage: Matthew 9:9-13

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and 
he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 
sitting with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his dis-
ciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he heard 
this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 
Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not 
the righteous but sinners.”

 

Memory Verse:   
But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 

but those who are sick.” 
Matthew 9:12



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

Why did Jesus welcome and spend time with people who were considered “lower” on 
society’s scale?

Who are some types of people who would be labeled as “sinners” in our day?

What efforts are you making to love the “unlovable”?

How can you begin to show love to the outcasts of your local community and society as a 
whole?

Are there specific situations that God has laid on your heart for sharing the gospel with a 
friend or acquaintance?
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November 5, 2017 – Week 44
Scripture Passage: Matthew 5:1-12 

5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his dis-
ciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

 
Memory Verse:    

Take time this week and challenge yourself to memorize the Beatitudes.



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
 

What does it mean to hunger for goodness?

What are some of the most memorable or significant blessings from God that you have 
experienced in your life thus far?

What is one step you can take this week to allow God to transform your life in the area of 
at least one Beatitude?
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November 12, 2017 – Week 45
Scripture Passage: Luke 10:25-37

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 
27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, 
he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil 
and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 
36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 
do likewise.”

Memory Verse: 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Luke 10:37



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

What does “hospitality” have to do with God?

Is hospitality a calling for every Christian?

What are some ways you can show hospitality this week?

What things in your life –even seemingly “spiritual” things – might cause you to look the 
other way when there is a person in need?
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November 19, 2017 – Week 46
Scripture Passage: Micah 6:6-8

6 “With what shall I come before the Lord,
    and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
    and to walk humbly with your God?

Memory Verse:  
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
Micah 6:8



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

What kind of worship pleases God?

Why do God’s people often need the reminder that our hearts, not our actions, are the 
true test of our faithfulness?

What life adjustments can you make this week to develop a heart of pure and genuine 
obedience?
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November 26, 2017 – Week 47
Scripture Passage: Matthew 3:1-12

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
    make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out 
to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit wor-
thy of repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ances-
tor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even 
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

 
Memory Verse:     

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit and fire.
Matthew 3:11



REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

What can you do this week to show God how thankful you are for His grace and mercy?

How would your relationship with God be different if God demanded that you be perfect, 
and repenting wasn’t an option?

How does God’s grace and mercy toward you change how you treat other people?

 25



 26

December 3, 2017 – Week 48
Scripture Passage: Luke 1:26-38

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said 
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her.

Memory Verse: 
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called 

Son of God.”
Luke 1:35



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

How does God want you to deal with the “what ifs” and uncertainty that this life brings?

What are some practical ways you can remind yourself that God is working His plan in 
your life?

Name something God has asked you to sacrifice in order to follow His plan for your life.
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December 10, 2017 - Week 49
Scripture Passage: Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Memory Verse: 
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”
Matthew 1:23



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

When our lives are turned upside down, what are some ways we can find comfort that, in 
the end, our perseverance will be worth it?

How can Joseph’s example help us to cope with fear and uncertainty in our own life?

What are we saying to God when we question if He has everything under control?
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December 17, 2017 – Week 50 
Scripture Passage: Luke 2:8-20

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,  the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.

Memory Verse: 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!”

Luke 2:13-14
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 

What obstacles or fears do you normally face when sharing both your faith in Christ and 
the experiences in your relationship with Him?

Why do you think recognizing “lostness” is so difficult for people?

How can you help spread the hope and joy that is found in Christ?

What fears do you have about sharing your faith? What does God promise about facing 
your fears?
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December 24, 2017 – Week 51
Scripture Passage: Luke 2:1-7 

2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.

 
Memory Verse: 

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Luke 2:7
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

Why do you think love is such a defining mark of the Christian?

What most frequently stands in the way of you truly loving others?

How can you express God’s love during this season of life?

What happens to our efforts to love each other if those efforts aren’t connected to Jesus’ 
love for us?
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December 31, 2017 – Week 52
Scripture Passage: Luke 2:21-52 

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice accord-
ing to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 
the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a 
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting 
and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 



parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went 
a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 45 
When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and ask-
ing them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, 
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said 
to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 
them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

 

Memory Verse: 
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Luke 2:52
 35



REFLECTION QUESTIONS:

Why do you think God announced Jesus’ birth to shepherds, some of the lowliest mem-
bers of society?

Why do some people refuse to believe that Jesus is the Messiah?

What is our church doing to spread the good news around the world? How can you help 
in the new year?
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Join Us in 2018 for our yearlong 
Bicentennial Celebration!



Come Worship With Us On Sundays!
Traditions Worship | 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

The Bridge Contemporary Worship |  9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
 

800 Greensboro Avenue | Tuscaloosa, AL  35401 
www.fumct.org | 205.345.7261 | contact@fumct.org

Follow Us on Social Media 


