
Sermon Notes & Discussion Questions – December 27, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Question: How do we live godly lives in evil times and so transform our antagonistic culture? 

Answer: We transform our antagonistic culture by consistently responding with love to those 

who hate and by clearly explaining why we live this way. 

The letter of 1 Peter was written to the “Diaspora,” which refers to the scattered 

believers living throughout the Mediterranean world: Jews and Gentiles, slaves and free, men 

and women, rich and poor. Throughout this letter, Peter emphasizes the unique and unifying 

identity of the people of God as a “chosen people” who have been “called out of darkness” and 

made into a united people despite diverse backgrounds. Peter sees the church as scattered, 

suffering sojourners who live as foreigners in the world because we have another citizenship in 

heaven. Much of his concern throughout this letter, then, is how believers should live godly 

lives as aliens in the midst of evil and trying times. 

In 1 Peter 3:8 – 22, the question we wrestle with is how we can live our lives in such a 

way that we get the attention of people around us and point them toward the gospel and 

toward the hope we have in Jesus. Peter instructs us with two major points: first, we must “beg 

the question” by living in a profoundly counter-cultural way. We do this when we respond to 

hatred with love and are consistent in loving others regardless of how we are treated. This 

makes people wonder what has gotten into us, and this curiosity opens the door for the 

message of faith in Jesus. 

Peter’s second point is about answering the question our lifestyles should be raising. In 

verses 15 – 22, we are instructed to always be prepared to answer anyone who asks us why we 

live the way we do, and should answer with a gentleness and respect that reflect the gentleness 

and kindness of Jesus. Peter points us to Jesus’s own example of humility in suffering. Jesus 

willingly and consistently suffered at the hands of people who hated and misunderstood him, 

and he never responded with hatred or vengeance. Jesus was willing to suffer what he didn’t 

deserve all the way to death out of love for people who deserved no such love. If we are to call 

ourselves followers of Jesus, we must follow this example. We do so when we 1) “beg the 

question” by consistently responding to others with love, and 2) when we respectfully speak 



the truth of the gospel to people in answer to the question that we raise with our lives. 

This should tell us, then, that it isn’t enough merely to live good lives if we don’t take 

the initiative to share our faith with others to explain why we live differently. On the other 

hand, it’s not enough to loudly shout about the gospel if we don’t live lives that show how the 

Spirit is transforming us. It is not enough to raise a question without answering it, nor is it 

helpful to speak answers to a question nobody is asking. Through our words and our deeds, we 

should make people wonder why we live so differently and then introduce them to Jesus as the 

answer to that question. 

 

For more reading and discussion, try reading through the rest of 1 Peter, especially 

chapter 2. Some other passages that may be helpful for further reflection include Matthew 5, 

Philippians 2, Psalm 34:12 – 16, and Genesis 6:9 – 8:19. 

Have there been specific instances in the past few months where you found it particularly 

difficult to love somebody? Why do you think that was the case? How might you do differently 

in the future? 

There can seem to be a tension between defending the innocent from wrongdoing and 

following Christ’s commandment to “turn the other cheek.” Why do these ideas seem to come 

into conflict? How can Christians navigate this tension well? 

Make a short list of 5 people in your life who do not know Jesus as their savior. Commit to 

praying for these people every day, and pray that you would “beg the question” in your 

interactions with them and take every opportunity to answer the question by sharing the 

gospel. 

Spend some time in prayer, asking the Spirit to reveal the parts of your heart that resist loving 

your enemies and to teach you to follow Christ’s example in this area. 

Read Philippians 2. What stands out to you about Jesus from these verses? How can you follow 

His example better? 

What steps will you take this week to “beg the question?” Make a list of specific things you can 

do differently in the coming weeks to do this better. 

Do you find it easy or difficult to explicitly share the gospel with people in your life? If you’re 



honest, do you tend to beg the question without answering it—living as a good example 

without directly sharing the gospel? Or do you tend to answer a question that nobody is 

asking—speaking the truth of the gospel without living a life that displays the work of the Spirit 

in your heart? 

Consider the two challenges given at the end of the sermon: to love those who make your life 

difficult, and to be bold enough to share the gospel directly. How might you put these 

challenges into practice in 2021? 

2020 has been a very difficult year for everyone. As we begin a new year this week, how can we 

serve our neighbors who have faced various challenges this year? Think of some specific ways 

that you can show love to your neighbors as we begin 2021. 


