
Sunday September 6, 2020 Foundations; Life Lessons from the book of Genesis 
Questions 
  
Throughout the Bible, there are accounts of real people facing real trials in life. One 
example can be seen in Abram’s life as he followed the Lord. Throughout his life he 
encountered a variety of trials along the way. Some were self-inflicted, others were 
through no fault of his own, all of them God allowed to happen. 
  
In Genesis 12, Abram had left Ur with his father, and when the family stops in Haran, 
God tells Abram to continue on to a land that God will show him later. Abram takes 
Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew with him. When they arrive in Canaan, God reveals 
that this is the land that He has promised to Abram and his descendants. However, at 
that time though there is a famine in the land. 
  
Faced with the hardship of dealing with famine, Abram decides to head south into 
Egypt. We aren’t told if he consulted God about this decision, but we are told that this 
giant of faith is overcome by fear of the Pharaoh of Egypt. His fear is that Pharaoh will 
kill him and take Sarai for himself. Together Abram and Sarai devise a plan to lie to 
Pharaoh about her true identity. 
  
The fact is that God uses trials in our lives to help us grow and become more like Jesus. 
Like Abram, the temptation we face in every trial is to take our eyes off the Lord and try 
to solve trials in our lives our own way.   
  
In addition to issues of truthfulness, trusting God, faith and fear, this week we talked 
about what we need to remember when it comes to trials in life. Given our current 
situation with Coronavirus, it’s not ironic that there are some important lessons for us to 
learn from the life of Abram when it comes to dealing with trials we face. 
  
  
Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else; 
Genesis 12:10-20; Galatians 3:7; Romans 5:3-4; James 1:2; 1 Peter 4:12; John 15:1-2; 
Isaiah 31:1; Genesis 46:3-4; Matthew 2:13; Matthew 4:1; James 1:5; Psalm 119:105; 1 
Corinthians 12; Proverbs 11:14; 2 Timothy 3:17; Proverbs 10:2; Exodus 20:5; James 
1:13-15; 1 Corinthians 9:27; 1 Corinthians 10:12; 2 Timothy 2:13; Romans 12:19; 
Philippians 1:18-20; Hebrews 11:19; 1 Peter 2:11-12; Daniel 3:28; Colossians 4:5; 
Hebrews 12:2-3. 
  
What was God’s promise to Abram? 
  
What circumstances could have caused Abram to doubt that God was going to fulfill his 
promise? 
  
What were the trials that Abram was facing? 
  
In what way did Abram and Sarai take matters into their own hands? 



  
How can we see God fulfilling part of his promise to Abram though Pharaoh? 
  
How would you have felt if you were in Abram’s caravan? 
What other options did Abram have when he arrived in Canaan and realized there was 
a famine? 
  
What were the “ripple effects” of Abram’s sin? 
  
How has God used trials in your life? 
  
Why do you think temptation comes with trials? 
  
What have you found to be the best way for you to hear God’s wisdom when you have 
been in a trial? 
  
Have you been tempted to take matters into your own hands when you have faced a 
trial? 
  
In what ways have you seen God’s grace in the midst of trials you have faced? 
  
Why is it important to remember unbelievers while we are in trials? 
  
Have you seen a Christian damage their reputation with unbelievers by their actions? 
What happened? 
  
How difficult is it for you to keep your eyes on the Lord in trials? Why? 
  
What is one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


