
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – September 27, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Life Lessons from the book of Genesis 

Sunday Sept 27, 2020 Genesis 15 Study Questions 

When God reminded Abram of his covenant with him in Genesis 15, we can see the 

patient grace of God being demonstrated yet again. Rather than just using one means 

of helping Abram understand, He spoke it to him, He reminded him of how He had 

been a shield and reward to him, He illustrated it through creation and He revealed it 

through a vision. 

When the WORD of the Lord came to Abram in this account, it was only one of eight 

recorded times in Abram’s life that the Word of the Lord came to him. There may 

have been additional times that are not recorded for us, but nonetheless, it appears to 

be few compared to today. When Jesus came, John records that the Word came and 

made His dwelling with us! Since then, we now have hundreds of translations and the 

Word of the Lord can be found in the majority of every known 

language.  Additionally, we are living in a time when the Word of the Lord has never 

been so accessible. Sadly, we are also living in a time of Biblical illiteracy. 

God also revealed to Abram that He is Abram’s shield and Abrams very great reward. 

Having come from battle in Genesis 14, undoubtedly this illustration would have been 

fresh in Abram’s mind. In the throes of close contact fighting, Abram may have likely 

used and been protected by a shield, and after the battle, when Abram was approached 

by the King of Sodom, Abram had been offered a “reward” of sorts of keeping all the 

loot and returning the people. But Abram knew God’s faithfulness and didn’t want the 

King of Sodom to be able to later say, he had been the one who made Abram wealthy, 

so Abram refused to take any reward from him. Abram wanted God to get all the 

credit for any wealth he had. God’s reward to Abram was material and spiritual. 

Abram was blessed with great wealth, a huge nation and with relationship with the 

Living God. 

Finally, God spoke to Abram in an unusual vision. The vision of a “smoking fire pot” 

and a “flaming torch” passing between the pieces of the offering represent God alone. 

We are reminded that although passing through the pieces of a sacrifice was one way 

of ratifying a covenant by two parties, in this case notice that only God passes 

between this offering, Abram does not. God was again illustrating that it was HE who 

was making this covenant and that in fact Abram brings nothing to the covenant. That 

has not changed in our relationship to God today. When we enter into a relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ, we bring nothing. Not our good works, not our “right 

living”, not being a “good person”, it is only God through Christ that saves us. This is 

a marvelous Old Testament illustration of this covenant being established by Abram’s 

faith alone. 



Genesis 15 is an important chapter that Paul refers to in Romans 4 as he describes to 

the Christians in Rome what being justified by faith really means. 

Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else; 

Genesis 15, Hebrews 1:1-4; John 1:1-18; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 

127; Psalm 3:3; Psalm 91:4; Proverbs 30:5; Psalm 18:2; Psalm 28:7; 2 Thessalonians 

3:3; Luke 12:16-21; John 15:11; John 10:10; Job 1:21; Ecclesiastes 5:15; Isaiah 

41:10-13; Exodus 33:1-14; Psalm 23, Romans 4. 

What had God promised Abram in a covenant? 

Before Genesis 15, how had God been showing this to Abram? In chapter 15 how 

does God show it to Abram? 

What was Abram most concerned about in Genesis 15? 

Why do you think Abram was doubting God? 

Can you think of a time when you have doubted God? Why did you doubt? 

Has the Word of the Lord come to you? 

What is the best way for you to access Word of the Lord best? 

What prevents you from hearing the Word of the Lord? 

What is the last truth of scripture you have learned on your own from the Word of 

God? 

Can you think of a time when God has been a shield for you? If so, describe it. 

In what ways has God been a reward for you? 

What part of God being your very great reward are you most excited about? 

Why do you think God Word coming to us, God being a shield & God being our very 

great reward are relevant today? 

How could you share this truth with someone who doesn’t yet know God?  

 


