
SERMON NOTES – August 9, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Foundations: Life Lessons from Genesis 

  
“By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became 
an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.” Hebrews 11:7 
  
The Bible is all about God. The familiar story of Noah and the ark is a story that reveals much 
about the character of God. As the narrative moves forward, we can see how Noah, when faced 
with the adversity of the flood and living on the ark, was living in complete dependence on the 
Lord. The fact is seen as he and his family leave the ark, build an altar and worship God. It 
would have been amazing to realize that of all mankind, he and his family were the only ones 
rescued by God through the flood. 
  
But it doesn’t take long before this man of great godliness and faith sins. He is found in his 
drunken condition by his son Ham, who neither takes his father’s sin seriously nor respects his 
dad. The contrast between the reactions of Ham and his two brothers, Shem and Japheth, is 
telling, and Noah’s pronouncement of a curse on Ham is more prophetic than a curse. It is 
foretelling of what is going to happen to the Canaanites, an entire line of people who do not 
take sin seriously. From this point forward we read about the Canaanites throughout the Old 
Testament. 
  
Within the story of Noah, one of the themes that is repeated over and over is the reality of 
God’s grace. When Noah and his family leave the ark and they worship God, the Lord’s 
response is to enter into a covenant with Noah, aka the Noahic Covenant- which is between 
God and all living creatures. One of the powerful pictures of God’s grace is that God enters this 
covenant with Noah, knowing that Noah was going to sin. The nature God’s grace can be seen 
in the covenant’s breadth-(with every living creature), eternality-(everlasting) and generosity-
(its unconditional and undeserved). That grace we live in today. God knows about our sin of the 
past and knows about our sin in the future, and still He loves us. It has often been said that 
there is nothing you can do to make God love you and more, and nothing you can do to make 
God love you any less. That is God’s grace that He lavishes on us. 
  
Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else. 
  
Genesis 6-9: Hebrews 11; Ezekiel 14:20; 1 Corinthians 10:12; Isaiah 46:9; Galatians 4:4-7; 1 
Corinthians 15:56-57; Romans 6:14; Galatians 5:1 
  
What do you think it would have been like to be on the ark? Would it have been easy or hard 
for you to be on the ark? Why? 
  



In what ways can we see Noah’s faith being demonstrated in this story? 
  
Which son, Ham, Shem, or Japheth, do you think you are most like when it comes to their 
reaction to Noah’s sin? 
Why do you think God would make a covenant with Noah when He knew Noah was going to 
sin? How is that different than the way we deal with people around us? 
  
Have you known a godly person who has sinned? What impact did their actions have on you or 
others? 
  
In what ways has adversity in your life moved you toward dependence on God? 
  
In what ways has adversity in your life moved you toward independence from God? 
  
When the adversity of this pandemic is over, will you be more dependent or more independent 
on God? Why? 
  
What are some things we can be doing to learn from Noah’s life and avoid moving toward 
independence from God? 
  
What can we learn about God from His actions with Noah? 
  
What is one thing that you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


