
SERMON NOTES – August 23, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Foundations: Life Lessons from Genesis, The Call of Abraham Pt. 1 

The story of Abraham is a story of God revealing His purpose and His grace. It’s a 

story of God calling a man to be the “father of his chosen people,” and someone 

through whom God would bless every family on the earth for all time. The Bible 

teaches us that God has chosen people at various times to join in fulfilling God’s 

eternal purpose, and often those people are not people that we may have chosen. 

From what we know about Abraham, it is profound to think that God would call a 

man, a pagan idol worshiper, to be the “father” of his chosen people. Yet in the story 

of Abraham, we can see a picture of God’s grace because Abraham did nothing to 

merit this calling and this calling is an incredibly generous calling as well. That is part 

of the nature of God’s grace, it’s unmerited and it’s generous.  

When we “fast forward” to our lives today, we see God’s grace in our own lives. 

There is nothing we can do to win or earn God’s favor, and God’s favor never runs 

out. It’s something that He lavishes on us. On top of God’s grace, Paul told the 

Galatians that those who are “in Christ” are heirs of the promises to Abraham. That’s 

us! That means that part of God’s purpose is to bless us so that we will be a blessing 

to others. 

When we come to the realization that we are blessed, it’s an awesome reality. But it 

can be humbling to consider that God has blessed us so that we will be a blessing to 

others.  

Here are some passages from the Bible to read and some questions to talk about with 

someone else; 

Genesis 12; Hebrews 11:8-12; Joshua 24:2; Genesis 14:22; Genesis 17:1; 

Deuteronomy 17:2-5; 2 Kings 17:16; 2 Kings 23:4-5; Romans 1:18-20; Romans 1:25; 

Genesis 18:18; John 10; John 6:44; 1 Samuel 3; Revelation 7:9-11; Galatians 3:23-29; 

Put yourself in Abram’s place, how hard do you think it would have been for him to 

obey God? 

When was the first time you heard God’s voice? 

What’s the hardest thing God has asked you to do? Did you do it or not? 

In what ways is God’s grace demonstrated in the story of Abraham? 

In what ways have you seen God’s grace demonstrated in your life? 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” In what 

ways does Jesus speak to you? 

When God speaks to you, how quickly and completely do you respond to him? 



What did we say on Sunday is God’s purpose? 

In what ways are you living your life toward fulfilling God’s purposes vs. your own 

purposes? 

How has God blessed you? 

In what ways are you blessed to be a blessing to others? 

Where are the people who gather around the throne in Revelation from? What can we 

learn about God’s desire for the nations to come to know Him from this passage? 

In what ways have you joined God in his purposes for the world to come to know 

Him? 

What is one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 

  

 


