
SERMON NOTES – July 26, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Genesis: Foundations 

Throughout history there are numerous events, both world-wide and localized that 

started when a little bit of sin was seen as “acceptable,” which then escalated into a 

devastating event. The “Grand Apartheid” in South Africa, the dehumanization of 

Jews by the Nazi party, virtually every genocide around the world, all share the issue 

that the dehumanization of people that escalated into death and carnage for an entire 

people group.   

That was also the case before the Genesis flood. Evil and sin was so widespread that 

the only people that were righteous were Noah and his family. It would seem that the 

only way that could have happened is if wide-spread general acceptance of sin was 

taking place. 

When Paul spoke about “a little leaven leavening the whole loaf” he was making 

reference to sin & evil entering into a person’s life and then permeating it completely, 

taking control of them. 

The implications of this reality are a sobering reminder from the story of Noah of 

what happens when a person allows sin into their life. Elsewhere, Paul spoke about 

being a “slave to sin,” when we allow sin that starts “small” in a person’s life and then 

grows into a controlling master. But not only does this impact the person, but sin 

spreads. What we read about in Genesis is how sin became acceptable and as it did, it 

infected everyone. 

But there is hope. The author of Hebrews tells us that we can come to God and ask for 

help. It says that we can approach the throne of grace with confidence and find mercy 

and help when we need it. That truth we need to be reminded of. There are times 

when we may feel that we cannot approach the Lord because we have failed, or we 

have sinned again. But because Jesus was tempted as we are, and because of all that 

Jesus experienced, he has made the throne of grace accessible and we can come to 

him with confidence, knowing he is welcoming and knowing that he lavishes his 

grace on us. We can know that when we need help as we face temptation, he offers us 

help. 

Here are some passages of scripture to read and some questions to talk about with 

someone else; 

Genesis 6; Numbers 13:33; Job 1:6; Job 2:1; Job 38:7; Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:1-10; 

Matthew 22:23-33; Matthew 24:36-51; Luke 20:34-36; Galatians 5:9; 1 Corinthians 

5:6; Hebrews 4:14-15; 

What is your favorite part of the story of Noah? 

How do you think sin could have spread so widely in the days of Noah? 



In what ways do we see God’s grace pictured in the story of Noah? 

In what ways do we see God’s judgement pictured in the story of Noah? 

What parts of the story of Noah do you have questions about? 

What do you think is the main theme of the story of Noah? 

What did Paul say about sin and leaven? 

How have you seen sin start small in a person’s life then escalate and take control of 

them? What happened? 

Have you seen sin start small in your life, then escalate and take control of your life? 

What happened? 

In what ways was Jesus tempted? 

What promises do we have from Hebrews 4? 

How can Jesus help us when we are tempted? 

How is having confidence to approach the throne of grace an encouragement to you? 

What do you think mercy is? 

What is one think you believe God is speaking to you about this week? 

  

 


