
July 12—Sermon Notes and Discussion Questions 
 
Good and evil coexisting on parallel tracks throughout all of history is a reality that can 
be hard to understand. Even more difficult is trying to understand why God even allows 
evil to exist at all. Our finite human minds might think why not just start over, or why not 
create man so that he can’t sin at all. 
  
Chapter 5 of Genesis is a genealogy. It’s actually starts with, “This is the book of the 
generations of Adam.” In we read about the line of Seth, who was Adam and Eve’s third 
son, who was born to them after their oldest son, Cain, murdered their youngest son 
Abel. 
  
The Sethite line is one that is characterized by people, “who began to call upon the 
name of the Lord,” and it is this godly line that is contrasted with the ungodly Cainite 
line, who “went out from the presence of the Lord.” But we need to remember that both 
lines have individuals who are godly and ungodly, and ultimately, both lines feel the 
consequences of sin, everyone dies with the exception of Enoch, who the Bible says, 
“God took him.” 
  
The “Problem of Evil” is a flawed human argument against the existence of God. Maybe 
you have heard this from a friend or family member who is thinking this way. Essentially, 
it can be summed up in a six-point progression; 
  
1-A perfectly powerful being can prevent any evil. 
2-A perfectly good being will prevent evil as far as he can. 
3-God is perfectly powerful and good. 
4-So if a perfectly powerful and good God exists, there will be no evil. 
5-There is evil. 
6-Therefore, God doesn’t exist. 
  
But this flawed line of thinking forces God to do something that he doesn’t have to do. It 
says that God must and will prevent evil. Which presupposes that we as finite humans 
can understand the mind of God. But what if God has a good reason for permitting evil, 
rather than preventing evil. What if there is a greater good that He is accomplishing by 
permitting evil to exist? 
  
Theodicies are a way to try to understand why God allows evil to exist. Sometimes God 
allows evil because it is a result of His just punishment of evil doers. Sometimes God 
allows evil because he is building up our souls. Sometimes God is allowing evil because 
it works like a megaphone to get man’s attention off himself and earthly things and onto 
heavenly things that ultimately lead to repentance and salvation from His wrath. 
Sometimes God allows evil, because He is accomplishing something of much greater 
good. Consider Jesus, who suffered the greatest evils ever committed against himself. 
Yet by Jesus’ death, salvation was made accessible for all mankind who place their faith 
in Christ. 
  



In all of this, we see the grace of God, being lavished on man over and over. It’s 
remarkable to be able to get a glimpse of the depth of His great love for us. 
  
Here are some passages of scripture to read and some questions to talk about with 
someone else. 
  
Genesis 5; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12-13; Romans 15:4; Genesis 3:14-15; 
Romans 1:24-32; Isaiah 29; Revelation 6:12-17; Hebrews 12:1-11; James 1:2-4; Luke 
13:1-5; Ephesians 1:3-10; 1 Peter 1:18-20; 2 Peter 3:9; Colossians 3:1-4. 
  
What do you think it would be like to live to be 900 years old? 
  
In what ways do you see the grace of God in the Genesis story so far? 
  
What do you think happened to Enoch? Why? 
  
Have you ever spoken with someone who really struggles with God allowing evil in the 
world today? 
  
What is the fallacy in the “Problem of Evil” line of thinking? 
  
How can one of the four theodicies we talked about help those conversations? 
  
Read about one of the following, Joseph, Job or Jesus. How did God used evil to 
accomplish a “greater good” in and from their lives. 
  
How does understanding some of the reasons God allows evil encourage us as 
followers of Christ? 
  
Why is it so easy to focus on earthly things? 
  
What did Paul say in Colossians we should set our minds on? What does that mean? 
  
How do you “set your mind on things above where Christ is seated at the right hand of 
God”? 
  
What was Jesus’ attitude when he was facing his death on the cross? 
  
How do we adopt Jesus’ attitude in our lives? 
  
Where does joy come from? 
  
How does this study offer hope? 
  
What’s one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


