
SERMON NOTES – June 28, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Genesis: Foundations 

The story of Cain and Abel in Genesis 4 may be familiar to many of us, and because 

of that familiarity, we might be tempted to skip over too quickly. But we want to slow 

down enough to take a look at just a few of the themes in this story. Themes like, the 

multiple dimensions of sin and the way it stalks us, seeking to have mastery over us. 

Or getting a glimpse into man’s proclivity toward earning salvation and trying to put 

God in debt to us. Or learning about “heart attitudes” when it comes to worship. And 

throughout all of it, we get another look through the window of God’s amazing grace 

for us. 

The Bible is God’s Word. It’s living and active. It’s a love letter to us. It’s a 

supernatural, library of books that tells God’s story, including the redemption of man. 

So it’s no surprise that even though it was written down by dozens of authors over 

many hundred years, there is consistency in its themes and God’s message to man.  

As we have been seeing, there are themes introduced in Genesis but talked about later 

in both the Old and New Testaments. For example, last week we saw the 

“protoevangelium” of the coming Messiah introduced in Genesis and fulfilled in 

Christ in the gospels. This week we will look at parallels between two sets of brothers, 

Cain and Abel, in Genesis, and the prodigal son and his older brother, in Luke’s 

gospel. We will also gain insight into the subtleness and power of sin, contrasted 

against the real hope and reality of our victory over sin through Jesus Christ.  

Here are some passages of scripture to read and questions to talk about with some 

others. 

Genesis 4:1-16; Luke 15:11-32; Romans 6; Hebrews 11:4; Genesis 3:15; 1 John 1:9; 

Isaiah 42:1-4; Isaiah 30:18; Psalm 10:17-18; Psalm 61; Isaiah 58:6-10; Psalm 82:3-4; 

Exodus 10:17-21; Psalm 25:8-10; Psalm 9:7; Psalm 103:6; Psalm 33:5; Psalm 89:14; 

Psalm 36:5-6; Jeremiah 22:3; Jeremiah 23:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 7:9;  Romans 8:34; 

Hebrews 11:24; 

-When you read the story of Cain and Abel, what details stand out to you most? 

-What similarities and differences are there between the attitudes and actions of Cain 

and Abel with the prodigal son and his older brother? 

-What similarities are there between God in the story of Cain and Abel and the father 

in the prodigal son? 

-Why was Cain’s offering rejected and Abel’s offering accepted? 

-What does the author of Hebrews have to say about Abel’s offering? 

-Are you more like Cain or more like Abel? 



-Why do you think God asked Cain the questions he asked? 

-What can we learn about God asking questions from Adam & Eve and Cain & Abel? 

-Why do you think Cain was angry after his offering was rejected? 

-How does God describe sin? Why do you think He describes it that way? 

-What sin is crouching at the door of your life? 

-What did Paul say about the relationship between Christians, those “in Christ” and 

sin? 

-Who is interceding for us with God? 

-What does the Bible say about God being just? 

-How is God being just an encouragement for us as we place our faith in Christ? 

-What did we learn about the subtlety of sin, the power of sin, and the victory over 

sin? 

-How do you see God’s grace in the story of Cain and Abel? 

-What is one thing you believe God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 

 


