
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – November 15, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Life Lessons from the book of Genesis: Hagar & Ishmael 

  
When Abraham and Sarah tried to fulfill God’s promise to them in their own way, the 
ripple effect of their decision impacted the rest of their lives. The story of Hagar and 
Ishmael is a good illustration of this truth. 
  
Filled with contempt for each other, Sarah and Hagar each experience the devastating 
power of jealousy. Sarah was jealous of Hagar being able to have a child with Abraham. 
Hagar was jealous of the relationship Sarah shared with Abraham. Abraham was caught 
in the middle of the civil war between two women with whom he had shared his 
affections. 
  
At the same time, Ishmael had recently realized that the inheritance he thought was all 
his, was slipping through his fingers. His mom was a slave, and he would always be a 
slave. Watching the feast celebration for his younger half-brother was just too much 
and this impulsive teen began to mock his little brother.  
  
Driven from the security of family, albeit a dysfunctional family, was still being driven 
away, and into the isolated desolation of the desert of Beersheba for Hagar and 
Ishmael. In their desperate state, Hagar turned inward, Ishmael cried out to God, and 
God heard and answered their prayer.  
  
In this desperate situation Hagar and Ishmael met Almighty God. It was through this 
hard time that God revealed his love for them, his abundant provision for them, the 
peace that only comes from him, and his blessing on them. 
  
Consistently God uses really hard situations in life to reveal his promises to us. It’s also 
the path that He uses to shape us into the image of Christ. 
 “The devil, things, and people being what they are, it is necessary for God to use the 
hammer, the files, and the furnace in His holy work of preparing a saint for true sainthood. 
It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly until He has hurt him deeply.” A.W. 
Tozer 
  
Here are some passages of scripture and questions to talk about with someone else. 
  
Genesis 21:8-21; Job 1:6; Job 2:1; 2 Corinthians 1:8-10; Matthew 11:28-30; Psalm 55: 
1-8; Genesis 16:10-11; Philippians 4:6-7; Matthew 7:7-8; Jeremiah 33:3; 2 Corinthians 
12:7-11; Roman 8:28-29; Ephesians 4:13-14; Matthew 6:25-34; Philippians 4:19; 
Romans 10:13; Proverbs 3:5-6; Philippians 4:13; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 Peter 4:13; 1 John 
1:9; 
  



  
What were the factors that caused the conflict between Abraham and Sarah? 
  
What were some of the factors that caused conflict between Sarah and Hagar? 
  
In what ways do we see those factors today? 
  
Why do you think Ishmael was mocking Isaac? 
  
What were the four things we said Ishmael was actually mocking when he was mocking 
Isaac? 
  
Did Sarah’s response to Ishmael’s mocking seem reasonable? Why? 
  
What was the difference between the way Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael away, and 
the way God provided for Hagar and Ishmael in the desert? 
  
Describe a time when you felt desperate. How did God meet you during that time? 
  
How have you seen God provide for you? 
  
What does Ishmael’s name mean? Why is that significant? 
  
What does Isaacs name mean? Why is that significant? 
  
Why do you think Hagar turned inwardly in her desperation? 
  
What can we learn about God’s character from this story? 

When Paul was desperate, where did he turn? 
  
How did God describe God in 2 Corinthians 1? 
  
Describe the allegory Paul used in Galatians 4 when he referred to the story of Sarah, 
Hagar, Ishmael & Isaac, in reference to salvation? 
  
How do you drive the flesh and law from your life? What does that make room for? 
  
If Jesus sat across from you and asked you, “what troubles you?” what would you tell 
him? 
  
Why do you think God included this story in the Bible? 
  
What’s one thing you think God is speaking to you about from our study this week? 



 


