
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – November 1, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Life Lessons from the book of Genesis--Abraham & Abimelech 

After God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham looked over the Jordan valley and saw the 
devastation of the area, then he headed toward Gerar. Once there, he faced a similar encounter 
that he and Sarah had had with Pharaoh in Egypt, only this time, it was with Abimelech. In a tragic 
rerun, Abraham and Sarah continued in the pact they had made with one another to lie about being 
husband and wife. As a result, the Lord graciously spoke to Abimelech in a dream and revealed the 
lie of Abraham. It was gracious in that God’s intervention prevented Abimelech from sinning with 
Sarah, and it protected both Abraham and Sarah. 
In this story we see again how sin repeats itself in the life of Abraham. In fact, unless a person 
becomes a new creature in Christ, they will continue to sin. This transformation is something that 
only God can do, yet it is something many “Christians” try to do themselves. The problem is that it is 
completely impossible for us to do and we need God to change us. That’s a picture of his grace as 
he changes us into who he wants us to become. 
As in all of the Bible, there are a number of lessons for us to learn from this narrative. Here are 
some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else; 
Genesis 19; 27-29; Genesis 20; Psalm 51:10-12; Galatians 5:16; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Colossians 3:5-
10; Galatians 2:20; 2 Timothy 3:5; 2 Thessalonians 2:7; Galatians 5:16; John 18:10; Luke 22:51. 
Who do you connect with most the book of Genesis and why? 
Why do you think God included the story of Abraham and Abimelech in the Bible? 
What is most notable to you when you contrast Abraham & Abimelech? 
Why do you think Abraham and Sarah lied about being married? 
What parallels are there between Pharaoh and Abimelech’s responses to Abraham? 
What messages did their sin send to Pharaoh & Abimelech? 
What can we learn from the interactions between Abraham & Sarah and Pharaoh & Abimelech? 
What sin do you think was underlying Abraham and Sarah’s sin of lying? 
Why do you think our actions toward non-Christians are important? 
Can you give an example of a time when a Christian’s actions were harmful to a non-Christian? 
What do you think it means when talks about how we are ambassadors of Christ? How does that 
impact our actions? 
Have you struggled with a habitual or repeated sin? 
Why can’t we simply change ourselves? 
What did we say is the solution for habitual or repeated sin in the life of a Christian? 
What is one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


