
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - October 4, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Life Lessons from the book of Genesis 

Sunday October 4, 2020 Study Questions 

One of the things God often does for us throughout the Bible, is repeat things He 

wants us to know about Himself, and wisdom about the best way to live. The story of 

Abram, Sarai and Hagar is familiar to many who have grown up in the church. In this 

real-life account there are several themes that we can read about elsewhere in the 

Bible that reinforce His truth for our lives. 

One of those primary themes is that it is never a good idea to try to accomplish God’s 

plan in our own way, with our own timing, and when we mess things up. 

We have seen this couple try this very thing when they arrived in the promise land 

only to realize there was a famine going on. Instead of trusting God, they headed to 

Egypt, lied about Sarai, and got into all kinds of trouble. 

Again, in this account, in their impatience, Abram and Sarai decide to take matters 

into their own hands when it comes to having a child and through which God would 

accomplish His plan of an entire nation coming from them. In the process, they sin 

and reveal their own lack of trust in God’s timing and plan. 

But before we pass judgement on Abram and Sarai, we are reminded that taking 

matters into our own hands has been an issue for man since the beginning and its 

illustrated in several other places in the Bible. 

Additionally, in Galatians, Paul talks about the story or Abram, Sarai and Hagar from 

an allegorical perspective. Pointing out that it also illustrates how we tend to approach 

the LORD on our own terms rather than following His plan for having a relationship 

with Him. When it comes to salvation, it is never a result of anything we have done, 

always and only through what God has done and in particular, through Jesus Christ. 

Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else; 

Genesis 16 & 17; Galatians 4:21-31; Isaiah 54:1; 1 Samuel 13:1-15; Luke 22:47-53; 

Ephesians 5 & 6. 

Are there any parts of this story stand out to you most? Why? 

Why do you think Sarai & Abram came up with their plan to use Hagar as a 

surrogate? 

Can you describe a time when you tried to give God’s plan some help and make 

things happen on your own? How did it turn out? 

Where else have similar actions been illustrated in Abram’s life? 



In light of Abram & Sarai’s actions, what do God’s actions reveal about His patience 

and grace? 

Who do you identify with most in this story, Abram, Sarai, or Hagar? 

Paul uses the story of Sarai & Hagar as an allegory. Who does Paul say the two 

women represent in this allegory? 

How does Paul in Galatians represent the meaning of the two births of Isaac and 

Ishmael? 

What two locations does Hagar represent? Why do you think Paul chose those places? 

Who does Paul tell the Galatians they really are? 

Have you ever struggled with approaching God by doing “works”? 

In what ways have you felt tension between living by faith and living by works? 

Where have you felt pressure to live by works? 

What is one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this study? 

 


