
SERMON NOTES – May 24, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

 
Near eastern religions, start their creation stories with an inactive god, sitting back on a 
throne demanding and being served. In contrast, a foundational reality of the Biblical 
understanding of God is that he is active, and his activity is creating, which the Bible 
calls “work.” It is one of the things that makes him approachable because when He 
animated man with the breath of life, and man were activated, man can relate to the fact 
that we are active just as He is active. It’s part of man being created “imago dei,” in the 
image of God. God works, and He hard-wired us to work. 
  
From a human perspective, kids watch as their parents “go to work” both in and outside 
the home. In a healthy family system, work is modeled, encouraged and reinforced 
around the house with family chores, and projects. When this happens, God’s design for 
man to work is taught and reinforced. But the contrary is also true. When parents have a 
misunderstanding about work, or an attitude toward work that is negative and without 
purpose, our kids learn that just as easily.  It is also important to remember that ALL 
kinds of work hold value to God. From doctor, to lawyer, to business professional, to 
carpenter, to plumber, to trash man, to farmer, to poet, to musician, to artist, all forms of 
work have value in God’s eyes. 
  
One mistake we make is typically, in contemporary humanity, we divorce work from our 
faith. And work ideas are formed from either Marxism or Capitalism. Which is radically 
different from the Biblical concept of work and its theological implications. 
    
Work to God is also purposeful, it has meaning. There is a reason for it, and it is an 
outward expression of God’s creativity, again something that we have been given by our 
good heavenly Father. The theme of work runs through the entire Bible, both Old and 
New Testaments. There are passages where we may not consider the activity of God, 
work, but it is. There are also passages that instruct us about how we ought to work and 
what our mindset should be toward work. 
  
Tragically, shortly after creation at the fall in Genesis 3, man’s understanding of work, 
got messed up and ever since work became hard. It has never lost its purposefulness, 
but when work is hard, it’s easy to forget that there is deeper meaning to it.  
  
But God wired man to work and because we spend so much of our lives working, it is 
important for us to have a foundational understanding of a theology of work. When we 
take our eyes off of the Lord, we can forget that our work is actually purposeful, and 
work becomes a burden without deeper meaning.  
  
Here are some passages to read and questions to talk about with someone else: 
  



Genesis 2:1-9; Genesis 3:17-19; Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 23:10-12; 1 Corinthians 
10:31-33; Colossians 3:23-24; Revelation 21:24-26; Romans 8:19-21; 1 Peter 2:5; 1 
Peter 2:9-10; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:12. 
  

1. What were your favorite and least favorite jobs and why? 
  

2. Why do you think God gave us the rhythm of work and rest? 
  

3. What instructions did God give to the nation of Israel when it came to work? 
  

4. How do work and rest complement each other? 
  

5. How closely does your life follow the rhythm of work and rest that God gave to 
us? 

  
6. What work do you think God is doing as He is building up a spiritual house as 

Peter says? 
  

7. What work has Peter said that God has given to us as Christians? 
  

8. What instruction did both Peter and Paul give about of how to conduct yourself in 
life? Do you think that includes work? 

  
9. Do you see purpose in your work? Why or why not? 

  
10. Do you think your work matters to God? Why? 

  
11. In what ways should the way God thinks about your work, affect the way you 

think about work? 
  

12. When the Bible talks about God restoring all things, how do you think that will 
impact work? 

  
13. What is one thing you think the Lord is speaking to you about from this week’s 

study? 
 


