
 

SERMON NOTES – March 22, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community,  

making disciples and loving people.” 
  

God is all about relationship. Throughout the Bible we can read about the rich connection between relationship 

and the gospel, and in particular - relationship and evangelism. This is not to say that the message of the gospel is 

dependent on human relationship, because we know the message of the gospel has power in itself, the Holy 

Spirit brings about conviction, and it’s God the Father who draws people to Himself. But because God is all 

about relationships, and He has made us His “ambassadors,” “ministers or reconciliation” and “sowers,” it’s 

pretty evident that God wants us to use our relationships with others to communicate His powerful message of 

forgiveness, reconciliation and salvation through Jesus Christ. 

  

So, when it comes to neighboring this is an important key. Jesus modeled relationship with his disciples. Paul 

modeled relationship with the various churches he wrote to. It’s especially interesting to read about and learn 

from his relationship to the people of Thessalonica.  

  

Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with others this week:  

1 Thessalonians 1-3; John 3; 6:44; 15:12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:1; Matthew 13; Romans 10:14-15 

  

1. How would you describe Paul’s relationship to the Christians in Thessalonica? 

 

2. What were the Thessalonians an example of? Who were they an example to? 

 

3. What was the reputation of the Thessalonians? 

 

4. What kind of reputation does EBF have in the community? 

 

5. What kind of reputation does your faith have in the community? 

 

6. Paul said the gospel came to the Thessalonians in four dimensions. What were the four? Are those four 

dimensions seen anywhere else in the Bible? How did the gospel come to you? How do you think the 

gospel should come to your neighbors? 

 

7. What do you think was the source of Paul’s confidence? 

 

8. Paul said, “being so affectionately desirous of you we were ready to share with you not only the gospel 

of God but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.” (1Thess. 2:8) 

9. Why do you think they had become dear to Paul, Timothy & Silvanus? 

 

10. How can you grow in that kind of affection for others? 

 

11. What do you think is the role between a relationship with someone and sharing the gospel with them? 

 

12. Have those around you become dear to you like the Thessalonians had to Paul? 

 

13. What are some ways that you can grow a sense of “affectionate desire” toward those around you? 

 

14. What are some things that keep you from growing relationships with those around you? 

 

15. What is your role in sharing the gospel? 

 

16. How can we avoid seeing neighbors as “projects”? Why is that important? 

 

17. What’s one thing you believe God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 

 


