
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – November 29, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Sunday November 29, 2020 Advent Week 1 Samson 
Waiting can be hard. Whether it’s a child’s anticipation for their birthday or Christmas morning, 
or expectant parents or grandparents for a long-awaited birth, or for the mundane traffic light, 
or Amazon delivery, or the dentist’s or doctor’s appointment, waiting can be hard. 
In the Old Testament, the nation of Israel was often waiting. But typically, it was not for the 
insignificant, it was for things like deliverance from the oppression of an enemy country and 
ultimately, it was for the coming Messiah who they believed would be their deliverer from all 
oppression. 
From early in Genesis, God has been revealing His plans for a Messiah, who would not just 
deliver people from oppression on the earth, but who would deliver people from their sin and 
usher in the Kingdom of God. Through the message of the prophets, the various “types” of 
Christ, and His direct teaching, God has been intentionally pointing us toward Jesus Christ. 
Advent is a time of waiting. It is a time when we can identify with the people who have gone 
before us and who were also waiting. 
For us, we know that Jesus has come as the Messiah for all. That’s what we celebrate at Advent, 
that waiting is over. But this same Jesus, is coming again, and THAT is what we are waiting for 
now. So Advent is a time when we identify with those who were waiting for His first coming and 
we anticipate His second coming. It’s a time when we slow down and consider what it means to 
“wait well.” 
Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone this week; 
Judges 13; Psalm 34:17; Numbers 6:1-21; Matthew 1:21; Psalm 86:11; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Deuteronomy 16:16; Hebrews 9:22; 1 Peter 3:18; Luke 2:40; Mark 1:9-11; 1 Peter 1:3. 
Why do you think it is so hard for us to wait? 
Where else in the Bible have you read about the “sin cycle” that Israel often repeated? 
Have you experienced the sin cycle in your own life? Why is it exhausting? 
How can someone get off the “sin cycle?” 
What were God’s promises of deliverance in Judges 13? 
What were the responses of obedience and faith by Samson’s parents? 
What were the responses of obedience and faith by Mary and Joseph? 
What were the responses of worship by Samson’s parents? 
What were the responses of worship by Mary and Joseph? 
How was God’s promise fulfilled in Samson? 
How was God’s promise fulfilled in Jesus? 
What was the prayer of Samson’s parent after they had been told about God’s plan for their 
son? 
Why do you think Samson was reluctant to live up to or fulfill his calling? 
Which of the parallels between Samson and Jesus stand out to you most? Why do you think 
that is? 
What is one thing you can do, or change, to “wait well” for Advent this year? 
How could you use the story of Samson to tell someone about Jesus? 
What’s one thing you think God is teaching you from this week’s study? 



 


