
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – December 6, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Sunday December 6, 2020 Hannah & Samuel 
The miraculous birth of Samuel is another foreshadowing of the birth of Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah. When we read this story, it would be easy to think it’s simply a story about Hannah, or 
Samuel, or Elkanah, or even Peninnah. 
Likewise, it would be easy to think this story is about answered prayer and if we pray long 
enough, or hard enough, or with enough passion, God will answer the way we want him to. 
But in reality, this is a story about God’s love for us. It is a microcosm of how God will act in 
history to save his people, and to save the poor and needy who cry out to him. In short, it’s a 
story that’s all about God. 
The passive aggressive narrative between Peninnah and Hannah sounds almost as if it could 
happen today, as can Hannah’s heartache of childlessness. In the end we are given a window 
into Hannah’s heart through her actions and more importantly into the heart of God through 
His actions. 
There are 4 big ideas we pointed out from this story to think on as we continue in this Advent 
season; 
Your problems belong to God. 
Your prayers matter to God. 
Your salvation comes from God. 
Your peace comes from God. 
Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else this week; 
1 Samuel 1 & 2; Psalm 27:1-2, 13-14; Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 2:13-14; Colossians 3:15; Acts 3:24; 
Luke 1:46-55; Luke 2:52; John 12:49; John 14:30-31; 2 Samuel 7:12-14. 
Why do you think God “closed” Hannah’s womb? 
Why do you think Peninnah was so relentless about irritating Hannah? 
Have you ever seen anyone act similarly to the way Peninnah toward Hannah? 
What are some possible ways Hannah could have responded to Peninnah? 
What do you think Elkanah could have done differently with Hannah and Peninnah? 
What was significant about what Hannah brought for worship? 
Do you think Hannah’s sacrifice was reasonable? 
Why do you think Hannah made the sacrifice to the Lord that she made? 
Have you made any similar sacrifices to the Lord? 
What can we learn about worship from Hannah? 
What can we learn about Hannah’s relationship to the Lord from this story? 
How does Samuel’s life parallel Jesus’ life? 
How can we say that our problems belong to God? 
What problem in your life preoccupies your mind the most? Why? 
In what way could God be using the problem in your life to draw you closer to Himself? 
How can we say that our prayers matter to God? 
What are some ways you would like to grow in your own prayer life? 
How can we say that our salvation is from God? 
When did you receive your salvation from the Lord? What did he save you from? 
How can we say our peace comes from God? 
Where did we say peace comes from? 
How could you use this story to talk with someone else about the Lord or about Advent? 



What can we learn about God from the story of Hannah and Samson? 
What is one thing you think the Lord is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


