
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – December 20, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Sunday December 20, 2020 

Advent 4 Miraculous Births; Jesus Christ 

Immanuel, which means “God with us,” is most clearly demonstrated in the birth of 

Jesus Christ. In fact, all of the miraculous births of the Bible we have have been 

talking about this Advent season, have been pointing us toward his birth, and the 

culmination of God’s plan of redemption for all mankind.  

Because the story of Jesus birth is so familiar to us, there lies a hidden danger for all 

people. It’s the danger of letting our familiarity with this true story deaden the impact 

of the miracle of what God did through Jesus’s birth. It is far too easy to either 

sterilize or, become “immunized” by having heard it over and over for years, to the 

point of developing a resistance to it.  

There are three layers of Jesus miraculous birth to consider as we celebrate “God with 

us” this year. First, that Jesus is God’s humble servant. Second, that Jesus is David’s 

promised messiah. And finally, that Jesus is God’s glorious Son. Each layer not only 

reveals deep truth about who Jesus is, but when we meditate on them, when we 

treasure them as Mary and Joseph did, we can appreciate afresh what God has done 

for us through Christ. I believe that they can be the source of great joy for us today, 

just as they were for the shepherds, Mary & Joseph, Simeon & Anna and the angels.  

The reality that man was hopelessly separated from God because of our own sin, since 

nearly the beginning of history, sets the stage for our need of a savior. The only way 

for that separation to be reconciled was through Jesus’ miraculous birth, life, death 

and resurrection. When our rescue through Christ alone is realized, THAT is a true 

source of real joy. There is no other way that we could be reconciled with the eternal 

God of the universe had it not been for Jesus.  

But taking time to meditate on Advent, is not something that will happen accidentally. 

We are surrounded by far too many distractions, and the enemy would do all he can to 

keep it that way. It only comes when we intentionally take time away from the 

distractions of life to read and talk with the Lord about what He has done for us 

through Jesus.  

I hope that you will plan to take some time this Christmas season to treasure up all 

these things in your heart and let the Lord restore or increase your joy as you focus on 

God’s love for you that motivated Him to send Jesus as he did.  

Here are some passages to read and questions to talk over with someone else. Luke 

1:26-56; Genesis 3:15; Philippians 2:6-11; 2 Samuel 7:12-13; Luke 2:25-38; Luke 

2:41-52 



Each time you eat chocolate this week, let it remind you of the truths we talked about 

today at church. Ask God to give you a fresh perspective on Advent this season, then 

set aside some time to read through the Christmas narrative (Luke 2) each day this 

week.  

What are some things you have not noticed before or had forgotten about? 

What did we say was true about Eve and also true about David? 

When did God first prophesy about His messiah in Genesis? Contrast Eve and Mary. 

What would it look like for you to entrust yourself to God like Mary did?  

What in your life are you struggling to entrust to God? 

What was significant about what Elizabeth said to Mary? 

Rewrite Philippians 2:6-11 in your own words. How can we “have this attitude in 

ourselves”?  

What is significant about Jesus being God’s humble servant? What did we say about 

David? 

Why is it significant that Jesus come from the line of David? Why were Simeon & 

Anna rejoicing?  

How can we also rejoice because of Jesus’ birth? 

How would you explain their rejoicing to someone who doesn’t know Christ? 

What is significant about Jesus being God’s glorious Son? 

What can we learn about Mary and Joseph’s understanding of Jesus, when we read 

about Jesus being left behind at the temple? 

What is significant about Jesus going into the temple at eight days and at 12 years 

old? 

What can we learn about God from this weeks study? 

What’s one thing you think God is speaking to you about from this weeks study? 

What is one thing you think God is speaking to you about from Advent this year?  

 


