
SERMON NOTES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS – December 20, 2020 

“To be a Christ-centered community, making disciples and loving people.” 

Sunday December 13, 2020  
Advent 3 The Miraculous Birth of John the Baptist  
John the Baptist’s miraculous birth is not unlike the miraculous births of Samson, Samuel and 
even Jesus, yet there are some specifically notable differences between all of them. 
Zechariah and Elizabeth are elderly, they have no children and in fact Elizabeth is barren. While 
serving his duty as priest in the temple, Zechariah is visited by an angel who informs him of 
God’s plan for this godly couple to have a child, and not just any child, a child of prophesy who 
will be the forerunner of the Messiah for the nation of Israel.  
At Zechariah’s questions and unbelief, he is swiftly inflicted with deafness and muteness that 
lasts the length of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, and he is instantaneously healed at the couple’s 
obedient naming of John. 
Around every corner of this familiar Advent narrative account, is joy. Joy of fulfilled prophesy. 
Joy of a new birth. Joy of parenthood for a previously barren and elderly couple. Joy at the truth 
of God’s Word being fulfilled. Joy at the demonstration of God’s mercy. Joy as the grace of God 
is lavished. Joy at the power of God revealed yet once again. Joy of the final prophetic step 
toward the birth of the long-promised Messiah. It’s all full of joy. 
In this Advent season of waiting, we are reminded again that joy is a major component in God’s 
grand narrative, and that Jesus birth initiates an overflowing of joy for those who love the Lord. 
Here are some passages to read and some questions to talk about with someone else; Jeremiah 
31:13; Luke 1; Luke 2:8-11; Romans 15:13; Galatians 5:16-24; Mark 1:1-3; Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 
3:1; John 15:1-17. 
What similarities can you see between the miraculous births of Samson, Samuel, John the 
Baptist and Jesus? 
What differences can you see between the miraculous births of Samson, Samuel, John the 
Baptist and Jesus? 
Why do you think God chose to work through miraculous births in the Bible? 
How do the miraculous births in the Bible point toward Jesus? 
How do you think Elizabeth felt when she was told she was going to have a child? 
Why do you think Zechariah was struck deaf and dumb? 
When Zechariah and Elizabeth returned to their home, what do you think they would have 
been thinking about? 
Why do you think angels are often depicted as terrifying? 
How do we know that God’s Word is trustworthy? 
How do we know that God is merciful? 
How do we know that God is gracious? 
How do we know that God is powerful? 
Of the four big ideas we talked about, which one is most encouraging to you and why? 
Where does the Bible say joy comes from? 
Where does your joy come from? 
What did Jesus say about our joy? 
Why should we have more joy today than they had in Bible times? 



What is something you would like to focus on for these last couple weeks of Advent? 
What can we learn about God from the miraculous birth of John the Baptist? 
What is one think you think God is speaking to you about from this week’s study? 
 


