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 Each year on the last Sunday of October we celebrate the Reformation. It was ignited by  a 33 year 
old priest on October 31, 1517 when he nailed 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg. 
Whether you are a Christian or not, you cannot escape the importance of the Reformation. It  is an 
important chapter in western history.
 “Herman Sasse, a well-known Lutheran theologian in his book, “Here We Stand,” suggested that 
there are three inadequate interpretations of the Reformation.”
1. Heroic Interpretation - Luther is regarded as a hero. Focus is placed on Luther’s character, traits, 

inner struggles and personality.
2. Cultural - Historical Interpretation - Reformation is a movement of liberation. Turning from the  

darkness of the medieval world to the bright dawn of a new world marked by  the power of the 
intellect and individual freedom.

3. Nationalistic Interpretation - Here Luther and Reformation became a symbol of German identity 
and independence. 

4. The Reformation is an episode in the history of the one, holy  catholic, and apostolic Church. 
Luther was not  about creating a new church, but restoring the Gospel to the Church so genuine 
repentance and true faith might be preached among every nation, tribe and language and that 
people might be brought to worship  God as He wills to be in Christ  Jesus. For Luther, the Gospel 
was not  a doctrine about the possibilities of the forgiveness of sins but  the message of God to the 
sinner to desire the forgiveness of sins, and the promise of forgiveness. Forgiveness of sins is 
only  found in Jesus Christ. Without the preaching of Christ’s forgiveness, the church would 
remain deformed. Luther sought to restore the pure preaching of God’s justification of the 
ungodly  to the church for it  is only  in this message of divine reconciliation whereby  men are 
saved. It is the preaching of Christ crucified that  sets us free and makes us beggars of us all in the 
Kingdom of God’s grace.

 As we celebrate the anniversary  of the Reformation, it’s easy to focus on the various personalities, 
historical events and literature of the 16th century. The challenge we face is to keep Jesus at  the heart  of 
the Reformation. Jesus is the heart  and focus of our teaching and practice today  and in the future. The 
church continues to do this as we preach Christ’s death and resurrection for the salvation of mankind.
 Baptizing people of all ages, celebrating the Holy Meal of our Lod, we continue the will of our 
Savior. He tells us to “preach repentance and remission of sins in His name to all nations” (Luke 24:47).
 May your study of God’s Holy Word and the receiving of the Lord’s Body  and Blood strengthen 
and preserve you into life everlasting.
 Mark your calendar:  October 17 - German Harvest Dinner - make sure to sign up  at the 
Information desk. The dinner will take place in the gym right after the Divine Service. Hope to see you all 
there!

 May the Lord continue to be with you and bless you always,

 Pastor Engel
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