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Making Disciples for Jesus

“What Does the Holy Spirit Do?”
On May 20th this year, we celebrated Pentecost Sunday.  On Pentecost, the Christian church was born (Acts 
2).  The Holy Spirit  – who is the third person of the Holy Trinity and is true God – emboldened the 
disciples, giving them specific gifts for ministry, and empowered them to do what God had already 
commanded them to do.  (That is, make disciples of all nations.)

The Holy  Spirit does basically two things for each person that He comes into: 1) He brings them into the 
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 2) He keeps them in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Every person who 
is a Christian has the Holy Spirit living in them.  The means by which the Spirit enters a person is through 
His Word and the Sacraments (Baptism and Holy Communion).  It is through these tangible ways that God 
brings people into His kingdom and keeps them in His kingdom.

In his explanation to the Third Article, {In which we confess, “I believe in the Holy  Spirit, the holy 
Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.”} Martin Luther explained: 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 
come to Him; but the Holy  Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 
sanctified and kept me in the true faith.
In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on 
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.
In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all 
believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.

The Christian congregation is therefore a tool that the Holy Spirit uses to gather His people together to hear 
His Word and use His Sacraments.  That is why the Christian Church exists – so that people can gather 
together to hear God’s Word, be baptized, commune, and carry out God’s work in this world.

Thanks be to God for His church.  And thanks be to God that we, His Church, have the privilege and 
opportunity to call faithful pastor to serve with us.  Please pray for the call committees, that call process, and 
whomever the Lord will call to serve at St Paul with our members here.  God be praised!  The Father be 
praised!  The Son be praised!  The Holy Spirit be praised!  AMEN!

In Christ, Jeffrey B. Walsh, pastor
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