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Joyful Always

Past, Present and Future
 St. Paul Lutheran Church’s history  began with the following announcement on January  2, 1909 in the 
Flint Daily Journal:  “There will be English Lutheran services this Sunday evening at 7:30 o’clock at  the 
home of Mrs. Norwood, 901 Mary Street; Rev. George E. Mennen, of Detroit, will preach a New Year’s 
sermon. All Lutherans of Flint, who would be interested in establishing a Lutheran mission are cordially 
invited to attend. Friends are also invited.” This service was attended by seven people. 

 Many things have happened for St. Paul in the past 111 years. Reread the history  of St. Paul in your 
“100 Year History of Grace and Promise” book. Things at the same time remain the same. We are still called 
by God in our Baptism to be a light to the world. Our duty  as children of the Heavenly Father is to bring the 
gospel to those around us. It is easy to make excuses not to do this. This is 2020 and things are different, but 
the Word of God is and remains the same. Our responsibility  as a church has not changed. Jesus tells the 
church, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit teaching them to observe all things I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19)

 Going forward in 2020 is exactly what we will do. No more sitting on the sidelines, instead we will 
take the bull by  the horns and be on the offensive for Christ. We plan to follow His wishes for His church 
here at St. Paul. On Sunday, December 15, 2019 at  the Congregational meeting a plan was presented and 
passed unanimously by  the voters in attendance. The plan will begin to take form in early 2020. The plan 
involves St. Paul becoming a Cathedral Ministry. St. Paul is the “Mother Church” of Lutheranism in Flint. It 
will give birth to the other Lutheran churches in Flint.

 In order to do this effectively, we will need additional help. The structure of the staff will be:  
administrative pastor; associate pastor for visitation; associate pastor for missions; deaconess; deacon; 
principal; director of music; and current office staff. All three pastors will be called to St. Paul. A more 
detailed description will be provided at the information center. Individuals have been contacted and have 
agreed to be part of this ministry. As time goes on more information will be provided.

 The Lord of the Church has promised to be with us always (Matthew 28:20) as we go and do the work 
of preaching and teaching the Gospel to the Flint area. 

 May the Lord bless you and St. Paul in 2020,

 Pastor Engel 
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