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Making Disciples for Jesus

"Making Disciples for Jesus"
St. Paul is a family of God's people, educating disciples of Jesus for witness, worship, and service.

The above is our mission statement at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church and School.  I have tried for 
years to memorize it, but have had a hard time because of its length and my "tired" memory.  That is why  I  
had the idea to summarize it  into a four word phrase that I can memorize and share more easily.  I will call it 
our purpose statement.  Basically, we are to be:  "Making Disciples for Jesus."

"Making Disciples for Jesus" is our own individual purpose as a Christian, as well as our purpose as a 
Christian Church.  God has called each of us into His kingdom for a purpose.  Yes, it was His love and grace 
that moved Him to send His Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Because of that we are saved by His 
grace.  That is why after His resurrection we have this account of Jesus and His disciples:

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Literally, Jesus said, "As you are going, make disciples."  So, as you are going to your doctor visits, make 
disciples.  As you are going to school, make disciples.  As you are going shopping, make disciples.  As you 
are going to church, make disciples.  As you are going on vacation, make disciples.  As you are going places 
with your family, make disciples.   As you are going...anywhere...make disciples.  There is no wiggle room 
to get out of our designed purpose.  This is a command for all who are disciples.  

By the grace of God we are called to be disciples.  And by that same grace of God we are called to be 
making disciples for Jesus.  He chose us - frail, fault-filled, failures to make disciples for His kingdom.  

And He has given us the tools to complete the task...baptizing and teaching.  When God calls a child into 
His kingdom through Holy Baptism it is pure grace.  There is nothing that baby can do to please God.  Yet, 
God is pleased when we use His Word and water to bring people into His kingdom.

God has also given us His Word to teach.  His Word is life, and we can teach it to others.  You don't have to 
have a degree to teach the Bible to others.  Reading Bible stories to children and grandchildren teach them 
not only the history of Jesus, but also that it matters to person doing the reading.

So, what is our purpose, individually and as members at St Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church?  MAKING 
DISCIPLES FOR JESUS.  AMEN. 

I hope you like our new format of our bulletin and disciple.  Please read the "As we gather" at the beginning 
of the bulletin each week, as that will help  with giving us a focus for that particular Sunday Service.  The 
Disciple will be published each month and include a devotional article and the monthly  calendar.  Let me 
know what you think.
           In Christ,  Pastor Walsh
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