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Making Disciples for Jesus

Luther, Paul, and the Reformation

The more I learn about Martin Luther, the more I see the similarities between him and the apostle Paul. While Paul 
started as a Jew named Saul (after the first king of Israel), Martin began as a Roman Catholic and for a time was called 
"Knight George." Both of them had life changing experiences. Paul's happened on the road to Damascus.  (Acts 9)  
Martin was walking through the forest on his way back to university, when a sudden storm came up that threatened his 
life.  So instead of pursuing law, he became a monk.  Both Paul and Martin struggled with the idea of works versus faith.  

Paul - who had been a Pharisee tried to get in good with God by doing the things he thought would get him into heaven.  
After Jesus confronted him, he realized that the only way he could become righteous before God was by His grace 
through faith in Jesus Christ.  He wrote, in Romans 3: “…No one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; 
rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.” (Romans 3:20)  Knowing that we are by nature sinful and unclean, the 
only way to salvation is for God to come and give it to us as a gift.  Paul also wrote: “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  10 For we are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)

After becoming a priest, and being assigned to teach the Bible at the University in Wittenberg,  Martin asked the church 
authorities for a debate on many of the teachings of the Roman church which he believed were contrary to Scripture.  
The list that he made was called the Ninety-five Theses.  That sparked the onset of the Reformation and the later 
departure of protestant churches from the Roman Catholic Church.  Martin Luther was ridiculed, chastised, persecuted, 
and hunted by civil and the authorities of the Roman Catholic Church.  Martin also had issues with the demands that 
the church made on the individual. 

Martin examined the Scriptures. He poured over them again and again. He came across these verses in Romans 3 
concerning the righteousness of God.  “But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no 
difference,  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus.”  From this and similar verses in Scripture, Martin realized that the works of the Law are not a 
requirement for salvation.  For there is nothing we can do that would make us rotten sinners pleasing to God.  God 
chooses to save us because of His love and mercy, not on the basis of what we have done.   Salvation is a gift of God, and 
is received by faith in Jesus Christ.   Luther wrote: “Faith is a living, resolute, total confidence in God’s grace, a trust so 
certain that it is willing to die a thousand deaths for its belief. And such a trust in God’s grace and such knowledge of 
God’s grace make a man joyous, resolute, and robustly cheerful over against God and all God’s 
creatures.” (Luther)

As we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, remember that the Lord has changed 
your life by His Word.  He has called you His own through Holy Baptism, and has given you the 
gifts of faith and eternal life.  Live each day in His grace knowing that faith in Jesus Christ is the 
only way to life and salvation.

In Christ, Pastor Walsh
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