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Joyful Always

“Give Thanks”

 In 1863, President Abraham Lincoln, at the height of the Civil War, in a proclamation pleaded with all 
Americans to set aside a day  to ask God to commend to His tender care all those who had become widows, 
orphans, mourners or sufferers in the civil strife and to heal the wounds of the nation. He scheduled it for the 
final Thursday in November.

 In many American households, the Thanksgiving celebration has lost much of its original religious 
significance; instead it now centers on cooking and sharing a bountiful meal with family  and friends. The 
Thanksgiving Day weekend appears to focus more on Black Friday and the start of the Christmas shopping 
season.

 The meaning of the First Article of the Creed in Luther’s Small Catechism states:  “He richly and 
daily provides me with all that  I NEED to support this body and life.” Our loving and merciful God does all 
things for the benefit of His children. He created all things by His Word, He sustains and supports all things 
with His Word (Hebrews 1:3). Psalm 145:15-16 tells us that God opens up His hands and satisfies the desires 
of every living thing. From Holy Scripture we see examples of God’s care for His people. For example:  
Noah and his family  in the ark; Children of Israel in the wilderness; and Elijah, the widow, and her son during 
the famine.

 Our Heavenly Father tells us to put all our cares on Him for He cares for us. Our lives are in His 
hands. In His abundant grace and love He showed us how important we are to Him. The Father sent  His Son 
Jesus to take on all our sins and pay for them on the cross of Calvary. We are a changed people, redeemed by 
the blood of Christ. In the waters of Holy  Baptism we have joined His Holy family. We look at things 
differently than people who follow the ways of the world. We are grateful for all He has done for us, and 
continues to do. No matter how hard we try we will never have the ability to repay  God for all His mercy  and 
kindness to us. His love and compassion are new to us each day. When taking an inventory of all we have, we 
see clearly that it  comes from His gracious hand. Through faith we have peace with God and the forgiveness 
of sins.

 Daily  we have the opportunity to thank God for all He does for us. In the study of Holy Scriptures and 
in prayer, communication takes place between you and your Savior. On Wednesday, November 27 at 7:00 pm 
and Thursday, November 28 at  10:00 am, we gather in the Lord’s house to receive the blessings Christ has 
provided for us. Take advantage once again to meet your Lord in Word and Sacrament while we thank and 
praise Him for all we have. Let us always remember the words of Psalm 118:1 — “Oh give thanks to the LORD 
for He is good! Because His mercy endures forever.” 

 Have a Blessed and Christ-centered Thanksgiving!  Pastor Engel
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