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Making Disciples for Jesus

The Three Solas of the Reformation

We believe that sinners are justified (declared right) with the Creator God by grace alone (sola gratia), through faith 
alone (sola fide), on the basis of Scripture alone (sola scriptura). These three great "Reformation solas" form a handy 
outline of what Missouri Synod Lutherans believe, teach, and confess.  (Dr. Samuel Nafzger, "What Lutherans Believe")  

Grace Alone
At the heart of what we believe is the conviction that salvation is the free gift of God's grace (undeserved mercy) for 
Christ's sake alone. "Since the fall of Adam all men who are born according to the course of nature are conceived and 
born in sin" (Augsburg Confession II, 1), the Lutherans confessed before Emperor Charles V in Augsburg, Germany, in 
1530. This "inborn sickness and hereditary sin" makes it utterly impossible for people to earn forgiveness. If salvation 
were dependent on human initiative, there would be no hope for anyone. But God forgives our sins, says Luther in his 
Large Catechism (1529), "altogether freely, out of pure grace" (LC III, 96). (Nafzger p.1)
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God —  not by works, so that no 
one can boast."  (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Faith Alone 
While God's grace is universal and embraces all people, we believe that the Scriptures teach that this grace can be 
appropriated by sinful human beings only through faith. Here is where Luther's decisive break came with the 
understanding of the doctrine of justification that had generally prevailed in the Roman Catholic Church during the 
Middle Ages.  (Nafzger p. 2)
"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, 
then to the Gentile.  For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is 
written: “The righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-17)

Scripture Alone
Luther's insight that salvation comes by grace alone through faith alone cannot be divorced from "on the basis of 
Scripture alone." For it was directly as a result of his commitment to Scripture that Luther came to rediscover 
justification by grace alone through faith alone. (Nafzger p. 4) 
 "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work."
(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 is the 500th Anniversary of the posting of the 95 theses that marked the beginning of the 
Reformation.  Therefore it is a good thing to look at these three foundations of Christian faith.  Though these three 
solas are important teachings of the church, they are also the foundation for our individual faith.  It is by grace alone that 
I have been saved.  It is by faith alone in Jesus Christ that I have eternal life.  And it is by Scripture alone that I can grow 
in my faith and live it out.
May God strengthen your faith as you continue to trust in Him.

In Christ alone, Pastor Walsh
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