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Making Disciples for Jesus

“Taking a Vacation?”
Summer is getting closer. How do we know? Schools are 
almost out, families are planning vacations and we are 
experiencing warmer weather. During the summer months we 
tend to be laid back in our approach to life and what it offers 
us. That should not be our approach to our spiritual life. We 
are taught in the First Article of the Apostle’s  Creed and it’s 
meaning, all we have for both body and soul is  from God’s 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness  in 
us. It is our duty to thank and praise, to serve and obey Him. 

It is not time to take a vacation from God. The devil never 
takes  a vacation. He is constantly working to weaken and 
destroy your faith. Luther tells us in the Large Catechism (LC 
100), “For where the heart stands idle and the Word is not 
heard, the devil breaks in and does his damage before we 
realize it.” We cannot fight the devil by ourselves. Jesus our 
crucified and risen Savior has done that for us  on the cross  of 
Calvary. Jesus  defeated Satan for us. In the Word of God and the Blessed Sacraments we receive the 
benefits  of all Jesus’ work. He has given the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. You cannot get 
those things by swimming in a pool, fishing in the middle of a lake, sleeping in, or at an amusement 
park. You can only get Christ’s  gifts in His  house. As you plan for your vacation, take time to plan to 
attend church. 

To help you find a church close to where you will vacation, go to lcms.org, go to locator and click 
on “find a church.” Put in your information and find out where and when the Divine Service is held.

This summer, and every day of your life, pay attention to David’s  words in Psalm 26:8, “I love the 
house where you live, O Lord, and the place where your glory dwells.” Make it a point this summer 
to gladly hear, learn, and meditate on Jesus Christ your Savior in the Word and Holy Supper that 
Jesus has provided for you.
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