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Built Together in Christ

				 “No Greater Love”
 The air war in Vietnam was fast  and frustrating.  It was frustrating because most air missions were 
planned and approved by men in Washington.  Only  certain targets could be attacked, and other targets, that  may 
have ended the war, or brought the north Vietnamese to the negotiating table, were off limits.  It was fast.  The 
modern jet  was a fully  realized speed machine.  Take for instance the F-4 Phantom.  This was a twin engine 
fighter jet that was muscular, with twin air intakes on each side of the fuselage, and broad shoulders, it looked fast 
just sitting on the ground.  In the air, it was really fast. The speed of sound of sound is 767 mph and it  could fly 
twice that  at  1,500 mph.  We had the best planes, the fastest planes, but the frustration level was high, and 
sometimes morale was low.
 Our pilots were the best  trained, highly  motivated professional men.  Who were told to execute and to fly 
in a no-win situation. Some of our pilots flew multiple tours of duty over the course of the war.   So how did our 
pilots fly  in a war that lasted over ten years?  In John Sherwood’s book “Fast Movers, Jet Pilots and the Vietnam 
Experience,” he states how they  got through the experience of the war.  The most important motivating factor, 
and interesting one is this…” Professional in their lexicon had nothing to do with their officer status, degrees, or 
pilots rating:  it  had everything to do with their willingness to expose themselves to extreme danger and adversity, 
even death to ensure the survival of the comrades and brothers in arms.”  
 In John 15:13, Jesus states... “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay  down his life for his friends.”  
There are two people from the early  church that may  fit this bill.  Priscilla and Aquila.  Paul, in Romans 16:3-4 
says this… “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my  fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their neck for my  life, to 
whom not only  I give thanks but  all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well.”  A high compliment indeed.  
Priscilla and Aquila were husband and wife, who in Acts 19:21-31, risked it all to save Paul from an angry  mob in 
Ephesus.  Specifically verse 31 (Homework if you desire).
 When are we willing to risk it all for Jesus, and the Gospel?  I am not sure we have to lay down our lives 
for the Gospel.  But… “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 
Matthew 10:39.  Being selfless is a start.  How can we share when we are full of ourselves?  We can take a risk 
when we speak up when prompted by the Holy Spirit.  Be bold and interject Jesus into the conversation.  Be bold 
and tell someone the Good News, of forgiveness, and love.  Are We ready to take a risk for Jesus and the Gospel?
 We are blessed that we have a God who loves us dearly.  And I can’t think of any better words than a 
quote from Pastor Rossow’s sermon two weeks ago.  “If you were the only person, in the eons of time, that 
needed God’s grace, He would have died for you.” Let  me repeat this - “If you were the only  person in the annals 
of time, out  of the billions, trillion of people born to this world, who needed God’s grace - He would have died 
for you.”  There is no Greater Love.
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“Connections:  Music and the Word” - new worship 
format - begins Tuesday, August 8 at 7:00 pm in the 
gym and continues on August 15, 22 & 29. Musicians 
from St. Martin Lutheran in Birch Run will be 
providing music. Tell your friends and neighbors and 
bring them along!

Save the Dates

- Church Council Meeting – Monday, July 24th @ 
7pm in the Dorcas Room

- Congregational Informational Meeting – 
(regarding Constitutional Amendment) Sunday, July 
30th immediately following the 10 am church service.

- Congregational Voters Meeting – Sunday, 
September 24, immediately following the 10 am 
church service.

We Are Enrolling New Students For School - Help 
us get the word out! We have room for children age 1 
through Grade 8. Invite your friends, neighbors and 
family  to come and see that St. Paul is a “Great Place 
to Grow!” The office is open 8:00-4:00, Monday 
through Friday. Summer Childcare is offered 
through August 25. School Starts August 28.
 
St. Paul  Spirit Golf Scramble - Saturday, 
September 16. Get a foursome together and join us 
at Fenton Farms. Proceeds benefit our school’s 
tuition scholarship fund. Forms available in the 
hallway.

Did You Know? The list of Sunday  prayers is 
available at  the Information Center (next to the 
drinking fountain in the Narthex). You may take a 
copy home with you.

School Kits - Stores are advertising Back-to-School 
sales. Please pick up  rulers, crayons, pencils, pens, 
sharpeners and erasers for the Lutheran World Relief 
school kits. 

Michigan District-wide 500th Anniversary 
Reformation Worship Service - On Sunday, 
October 15, 2017, 10,000 Lutherans from all over the 
state of Michigan will gather at the Breslin Center on 
the campus of Michigan State University  for a 
once-in-a-lifetime worship  event as they  celebrate 
the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. 
Sign-up Forms are in the hallway for free tickets to the 
Reformation service—sign up  by September 1; the bus is 
full - if you are riding the  bus please get  your $18 to 
Sherl Kah ASAP.

Please mark your calendars and plan to participate in 
the Congregational Voters Meeting, Sunday, 
September 24th immediately  following worship 
service. This meeting is to vote on proposed 
revisions to some of the Church Constitution and 
Bylaw language. It is vital that we have a large 
voting attendance due to the importance of the 
material being voted upon and the influences this 
vote has for the future of our Church, St. Paul 
Lutheran.

Outreach Corner -   Matthew 13:24-30,36-43: Our 
Lord continues to teach us about His kingdom.  We 
need this teaching because it is literally “right side 
up” from our world turned “upside down” by sin.  In 
His Kingdom, the weeds and the wheat will grow 
together until He comes again for the final 
harvest.  Knowing this fact to be true, we don’t pray 
that God will remove all evil from this world (as we 
far too many  times lament and often times pray for 
God to do), but instead, we earnestly pray to join His 
mission to overcome evil with His saving love, His 
grace and mercy, and His Word that  never returns 
empty.  Pray  for eyes to see the world as Christ does: 
as an opportunity for mission and to see every 
moment as one of grace that God has given us to be 
about His saving work.  Let  us pray  that  as God’s 
people, we remain firmly  built  upon the Rock so we 
may serve as His witnesses shining forth in the wheat 
field among the weeds so they may see the Light.
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 Calendar of Church Events    
TODAY
Bible Class                                 9:00 am
Worship                       10:00 am

MONDAY
Church Council, DR         7:00 pm

SUNDAY, July 30
Bible Classes                              9:00 am
Worship                         10:00 am
Constitution Amend. Info Mtg. 11:15 am

WEDNESDAY, August 2
Evangelism/Outreach Mtg. DR  2:00 pm

SUNDAY, August 6
Bible Class                                 9:00 am
Worship/HC                       10:00 am

Attendance - July 9
Church - 171

July 16
Church - 124


