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Worship Jesus - He's Worth It!
If you were a reporter at the time the Magi came to Jerusalem, what kinds of questions would you have asked
them? How would you have responded to their answers? Would it have changed you in any way? Some of the
questions that I would have asked them are: Where are you from? What or who are you looking for? Why did
you come all that way to see a young child? And, was He worth the trip?
From our Gospel reading for today, we have a few of those answers. The magi, or wise men, as they are
sometimes called, were from Babylon, the same area that was later ruled by the Persians. They came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and
have come to worship him.”
After they had learned that the town that Jesus was to be born in was Bethlehem, and after they had met with
king Herod – who wanted them to report back to him – “They went on their way, and the star they had seen in
the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another
route.” (Matthew 2:9-12)
The purpose of the magi was to find the One who had been born king of the Jews, and worship Him. Being
led by the promises of God and a very special star, they found Jesus with his mother Mary, and bowed down
before Him. They opened up their treasures and presented gifts to him. Their worship of Jesus, shows that He
was definitely worth the trip.
The magi were the first non-Jews to worship the Christ Child. God had used the captivity of His people, as an
opportunity for more people to learn and know the mystery that God has made known to the world. Through the
prophet Daniel and other Jewish teachers who were taken captive by the Babylonians centuries before them, these
magi had learned of the coming King of the Jews who would be born in Judea. With great devotion, they set on
their journey to worship the King, in spite of the sacrifice and in spite of the risk. When they arrived, they
worshiped the child Jesus. What joy they must have had that God would allow them to worship His Son! What
trust they must have had to follow a star and some teachings that were brought to their nation by foreigners.
We have the privilege to worship Jesus every Sunday. So, that would be a good resolution to make every
Sunday, "I will worship Jesus." And every day I will look for someone to worship Him with me. Have a blessed
2019. See you in worship ... Jesus is worth it!
In Christ, Pastor Walsh

