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Making Disciples for Jesus

"If You Want To See The Christ Child..."
Christmas 1906 was going to be a cheerless day for the Lars Erickson family.  In poor health and out of work, 
Lars had reached the point where he didn't care if Christmas ever came or not.  Depressed and irritable, he 
made poor company  for his faithful wife, Anna, and his five-year-old daughter, Greta, as they  sat around their 
coal stove on a cold December evening.   Little Greta, seated on the floor, was busily at  work with her scissors, 
cardboard, and paste, constructing a crude little "manger set," which she had spread out on the rug in front of 
the stove.

"How do you like it, Daddy?" she asked.  "Fine," he answered disinterestedly.  "And how do you like the 
manger?"  "I can't  see it  from here," was his grumpy  reply.  Looking up into her daddy's face, she said, with a 
wisdom that she herself was not aware: "If you want  to see the Christ Child, you'll have to get down on your 
knees."

How true!  True not only of Lars Erickson, but also of us.  If we want to see the Christ Child, we'll have to get 
down on our knees.  [Herman Gockel, My Hand in His, page 170]  A passing glance or a long distance look at 
the Babe of Bethlehem is not enough.  For He is the "Wonderful, the Counselor, the Mighty  God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace."   He is "God made flesh, to dwell among us."  If we want to behold 
the Christ Child, we will have to humble ourselves before Him, and see Him with the eyes of faith.

This was also true for the magi.  They  wouldn't  have had to travel all that  distance to worship  Jesus.   They 
wouldn't have had to put forth all that effort.  They could have sent their congratulations by some other means.  
Yet, they chose to go to the country of Judea to bow down and worship  Him themselves.  They first gave 
themselves to the Lord, then they opened up their treasures.

The reason the magi went and searched for Jesus, was in response to the gift that God gave to them.  If God 
loved the world enough to send His Son, we had better go see Him and do something.  While there were 
thousands of other people who could have worshipped Jesus and chose not  to, it is interesting that these wise 
men from far away would be led by God to Him.  

While it might seem to us that if we had the opportunity  to see Jesus in the flesh, we would give up everything 
and go off to see Him, it is interesting that many  people don't take time to drive a few minutes to hear what He 
has to say.  There were people at  the time of Jesus birth and ministry  who didn't take the time to worship Him 
and hear His Word, and there are people today  who are the same way.  Convenience is not the answer to get 
more people to come and worship...conviction is.  People who are convinced that what  God says is true, must 
share their convictions with others.  By the way we live and by what we say, we can demonstrate that  God is 
most  important in our lives.  In this way, people will see and hear that  God is alive and well and that He loves 
all people.

Have a Blessed New Year as you worship Christ!
Pastor Walsh  
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