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ADVENT
The Church Year begins with ADVENT, the first part of the time of Christmas. The word Advent is from the
Latin, meaning “coming into.” The story of Jesus in Advent is the story of hope coming into the world. When
the time was right (Gal. 4:4), God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world. Jesus came to save you and the whole
world from the power of sin and death. Jesus is the world’s only hope of salvation from these enemies. During
the Advent season we learn how to prepare to receive Jesus, the light of the world.
In the season of Advent we will see some changes in church. While we wait for our coming King on
Christmas, we will see blue in church. The color for Advent is blue which symbolizes anticipation and hope in
our coming King. We will not sing the “Gloria in Excelsis” until Christmas morning when we join the angels
in their song to the shepherds. We will light the Advent wreath. As a candle is lit each week our thoughts
focus on darkness without God and the light of salvation that is found only in the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
We will gather on Wednesday at 11:00 am to heighten our awareness
and anticipation for the celebration of Christ’s birth. Our Advent
theme this year is “What Child is This?” The angel who announced
this Child’s birth on Christmas Eve answered the question this way:
“a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The goal of the theme is to set
before the hearer the unmatched blessing of the Lord’s incarnation.
The sermons will teach us the full range of blessings that are ours
through faith in the child who is true God from before the
foundations of the world, and who was born of the Virgin Mary.
May the Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless your Advent preparation as
you look forward with hope and joy to the Savior’s birth. I look
forward to seeing you each week at Divine Service as our Lord feeds,
sustains and comforts us in Word and Sacrament.
In Christ,
Pastor Engel

