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Strong and Courageous

“Victory Season”

Weather is changing. Grass is getting greener. Flowers are starting to bloom. People are spending more time 
outside. March Madness is here. Baseball season just opened. For the world, that is just about it. The world 
looks forward to these things every year. For the Christian, this time of year offers much more. We look forward 
to celebrating  the resurrection of Jesus on Easter morning. Jesus predicted His suffering, death and 
resurrection. He did all that He said He would do during Holy Week. The resurrection of Jesus assures us that 
God the Father accepted the sacrifice of His Son’s blood and life for our sins.

We like to be on the winning team, whether you are a Spartan or Wolverine fan. Jesus knocked the stuffing out 
of the devil for us. We receive through faith the benefit of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. We have peace 
with God. At times Jesus has to knock the stuffing out of us to make us realize He is the Victor over death, sin 
and the devil. Jesus Christ has secured eternal life for us.

Paul, in the book of Romans, connects our Baptism to Jesus’ death and resurrection. In Baptism, Jesus’ victory 
is our victory. The victory give us the power to resist temptation. When the devil shows up we can tell him to 
take a hike. He has been defeated. He lost. He got beat. Jesus has set us free.

Every Sunday we have the honor and privilege to celebrate a “little” Easter. 
Luther, in his explanation of Baptism, tells us to drown daily the Old Adam. 
This means to daily live and celebrate the victory of Jesus’ resurrection. Jesus is 
here every Sunday in the Word and His Holy Communion, the Breaking of 
Bread. He feeds and sustains us. Jesus offers and gives to you the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. The Lord is Risen and lives in the midst of His people. 
You should be among them so you, too, may know the joy of His Holy 
presence!

The world has its Easter Bunny, bonnets, jelly beans and chocolate eggs. We 
have so much more — a Savior who laid down His life so we might have life 
with Him forever. Pay attention to and trust the Words of Jesus in John 11:25, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me, though he may die, 
he shall live.”

May the joy of Easter remain with you all the days of your life.

In Christ,
Pastor Engel	
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