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Easter Joy!

Spring is here! The days are longer. The weather is warmer. There is a smell of life in the air. The grass 
is getting greener and flowers are getting ready to bloom. We look forward to once again celebrating the 
resurrection of Jesus on Easter morning. Jesus told us in John 11:25 — “I am the Resurrection and the Life!” 
Jesus told us He would suffer and die for us and three days later arise. Jesus’ resurrection assures us that  God 
the Father accepted the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins. Death no longer can hold us down. Jesus arose, we too 
one day will also arise.

Through faith we receive the benefit  of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. We have peace with the 
Heavenly Father. This peace is proclaimed to us through the Holy Scriptures.

Paul, in the book of Romans, connects our Baptism to the death and resurrection of Jesus. When we 
were baptized, Jesus gave us the victory over sin, death and the devil. The devil will still try  to tempt us and 
pull us away from Jesus. You have the Word of God which tells Satan he lost and was defeated by Jesus. Jesus 
has set you free.

 Every  Sunday we have the honor and privilege to celebrate 
Easter. Luther, in his explanation of Holy Baptism, tells us to drown daily 
the Old Adam. This is done through repenting of your sins and trusting in 
the forgiveness Jesus earned for you. Jesus is here every Sunday in the 
Word and Holy Communion. He feeds and strengthens us. He offers and 
gives to you the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. Jesus Christ is 
risen and lives in the midst of His people.

 Thanks be to God that we can be in His Holy  presence in the 
Word and Sacrament. The world celebrates spring with the Easter Bunny, 
bonnets, jelly beans and chocolate eggs. On Easter, we celebrate much 
more — a Savior who laid down His life so that we might have life with 
Him forever.

 May your Easter celebration bring you joy and peace as you 
focus on Jesus Christ — the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world!

 In Christ

      Pastor Brant Engel
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