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Last week - the important thing we took away from the first few stories of Abram was that God was faithful to 

His covenant with Abram.  

 

1. Ishmael is born to Abram and Sarai through Hagar. (Genesis 16) 

 

Abram and Sarai, though their offspring had promised to them by God, thought they needed to do something 

else. Their servant - Hagar - was given by Sarai to Abram so that they might bear a child through her. Of 

course, it happened.  

 

While God had been faithful - Abram and Sarai became marked with doubt. Ultimately, an Angel of the Lord 

appears to Hagar after she flees, and calls her to repentance and is ensured that blessings are in her future 

through her offspring.  

 

So, what about God’s covenant with Abram? As we slide into Genesis 17 - it begins to take shape even more. 

Abram is reminded of God’s covenant - and this time it comes with a change.  

 

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant between me and you, 

and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is 

with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, 

but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you 

exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my 

covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after 

you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 

-Genesis 17:1-8 

 

2. Abram gets a name change to Abraham.  

 

Even after Abram and Sarai doubted God’s promises and turned to Hagar - God remained faithful and 

reminded Abram of His covenant. Within this, his name was changed to Abraham. God reminded Abraham 

that he would be father to a multitude of nations, exceedingly fruitful, and kings shall come from him! Later on, 

we see Sarai’s name become Sarah. More specifically, now Abraham is promised a son by Sarah. (Genesis 

17:15-21) 

 



Again, in Genesis 18, the Lord informs Abraham that Sarah will bear a child - and what does Sarah do - she 

laughs. (Genesis 18:9-15).  

 

13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 

14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and 

Sarah shall have a son.” (Genesis 18:13-14) 

 

Time after time, God has been faithful, and His covenant secure with Abraham and Sarah, and once again, 

Sarah specifically, shows signs of doubt and unbelief.  

 

But the power of God is about to be on full display - but not necessarily in a way that we would normally see 

coming. As the men in Genesis 18 set their eyes toward Sodom and Gammorah, the Lord, because Abraham 

will be father to many nations, decides to not withhold his plans to him.  

 

3. Abraham Pleads for Sodom and Gammorah  

 

Now, as the men headed toward Sodom and Gammorah, the Lord is planning to destroy Sodom and 

Gammorah. However, when the Lord reveals His plans to Abraham, Abraham pleads the case for Sodom and 

Gammorah to remain.  

 

Now, Sodom and Gammorah were extremely wicked, vile, sinful, and far from God’s will. Abraham was 

concerned, because he wanted to know if God would wipe away, or destroy, individuals who are considered 

righteous, with all of the people who are wicked.  

 

The Lord says He would not destroy the city if he can find fifty righteous people in the whole city, and Abraham 

responds - he pleads for the city and for God to not destroy the city if he can find 5 righteous people. 

Ultimately, after a small back and forth between God and Abraham, the Lord says He will not destroy Sodom 

and Gammorah for the sake of ten righteous people.  

 

Q) Our God is good and He is just, why do you think He would consider destroying an entire city for 

their wickedness?  

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We will see what happens to Sodom and Gammorah, in the next lesson.  


