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In Genesis 11, if you follow the ancestral lineage from the Tower of Babel up until Genesis 12 - we 

meet Abram (who will be Abraham)  - who has quite the story ahead of Him. Let’s get a little overview 

of Abram / Abraham’s life!  

What Do We Know About Abram / Abraham? 

Abraham ultimately was a figure in the Old Testament who was found faithful. In Genesis 15 where we 

see the Lord make a covenant, or Biblical promise, with then-Abram, we see Abram’s faith in the Lord 

credited to him as righteousness - meaning by Biblical standards, the Lord had favor on Abram, and 

this is a fashion in which Abram would end up in Heaven. But, there are many different stories including 

Abram/Abraham, and many of them are important to the overall narrative, or story, of Scripture. Let’s 

take a quick overview!  

What Are Some of the Major Moments of Abram’s life? 

➔ Giving Away of Sarai (Genesis 12:10-20) 

➔ Rescue of Lot (Genesis 14:1-24) 

➔ The Lord’s Covenant With Abram (Genesis 13:14-16; 15:1-21) 

➔ Abram has Ishmael through Hagar (Genesis 16:1-16) 

➔ Becomes Abraham (Genesis 17:1-27) 

➔ Abraham and Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:1-Genesis 19:29) 

➔ Birth of Isaac (Genesis 21:1-21) 

➔ The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19) 

➔ The Death of Sarai (Genesis 23:1-20) 

➔ The Death of Abraham (Genesis 25:1-11) 

Now that we see a greater picture of Abraham’s life - let’s dive right in to some of these events! So, as 

a descendant of the people who built the Tower of Babel - we immediately see a difference in how 

Abram walked with God than how the people who built the tower walked with God. 

1. The builders of the Tower of Babel wanted to make their own names great - God told 

Abram that He would make Abram’s name great! (Genesis 12:2) 

When we try to make our own name great - it doesn’t go well - but when God is in charge - His plan is 

fulfilled and our purpose is then fulfilled. God instructs Abram to go from his country and his people to 

the land that will be shown to him.  

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 

will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2) 

So, Abram, his wife Sarai, and his nephew Lot began traveling, first to Canaan, then to Bethel, then 

eventually to Egypt due to a famine. This is one of the more intriguing stories of Abram / Abraham’s life.  

 



Abram knew Sarai was beautiful, and was concerned that her beauty would attract those in Egypt, and 

he would be killed so she could be taken. So, Abraham instructs Sarai to lie - and say she is his sister - 

so that Pharaoh and others would look fondly upon Abram.  

2. God can use a difficult situation to keep His promises with us - as He did with Abram. 

The lie worked - and Pharaoh took Sarai. But the Lord punished Pharaoh with infectious diseases in his 

household. Pharaoh was punished for the lie of Abram and Sarai. If God had not sent these diseases 

upon Pharaoh’s household - he may never have discovered the lie. Abram and Sarai’s sin was 

revealed - and they were sent on their way. It might sound odd, but God was keeping His covenant with 

Abram! Think about this further and simply - if Abram was never found out - he would have been living 

in sin. If Abram was killed - the covenant could not be fulfilled. The Lord was faithful in the midst of His 

people’s sin, just as He was with Noah and the flood.  

In Genesis 13, after Abram, Sarai, Lot, and all of their possessions are sent from Egypt - they 

head to Bethel - where Abram and Lot split because their possessions were too great and they began 

to argue. (Genesis 13:6-7) So, Lot and Abram separate, with Lot going to live in Sodom, and Abram 

going to live in Canaan. (Remember, the people of Sodom were wicked against the Lord / Genesis 

13:13) 

3. In the midst of difficulty - God reminds us that He is faithful.  

“The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from Him, “Look around from where you are, to the north 

and south, to the east and west. All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. I 

will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your 

offspring could be counted.” (Genesis 13:14-16) 

 

Those are gigantic promises! I mean, that’s a lot of offspring. But there would continue to be some 

bumps along the way. Lot, who had gone to live in Sodom - was in danger. During a long battle 

between nations, including both Sodom and Gomorrah, the nations were seized, along with Lot and all 

of his possessions! Abram and his household, which at the time was around 318 (!!!) attacked and 

recovered all of their possessions, people - and Lot. After this, the king of Sodom, King Melchizedek, 

wanted Abram to keep all of the goods for himself - but he refused.  

 

“With raised hand I have sworn an oath to the Lord, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, that I 

will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the strap of a sandal, so that you will never 

be able to say, ‘I made Abram rich.’” (Genesis 14:22-23) 

 

We see here that Abram remained faithful to the Lord - knowing that only God can make His name 

great. Only God can make him truly rich - and the Lord would continue to keep His covenant with 

Abram.  


