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“For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5) 

 

Post-creation, we find ourselves in Genesis 2:4 - where the heavens and the earth have been created 

by God. Yet, in Genesis 2, we are given a more detailed look at how God created man.  

 

Part of the reason man was ultimately created can be found in Genesis 1:28-30 and Genesis 2:5. We 

are created to properly steward - or take care of - His Creation. We are given dominion, or authority, 

over the birds in the sky and fish in the sea.  

 

Q) What are some ways we can actively be good stewards of God’s Creation? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

So - though we are to be good stewards of God’s Creation - we are picking up where there is yet to be 

any sort of plant or shrub on the earth (Genesis 2:5). Enter Adam (ָאָדם), which literally means man in 

Hebrew.  

 

“Then the Lord formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 

man became a living being.” (Genesis 2:7)  

 

We see Adam very clearly formed out of the dust of the ground - and God breathing the breath of life 

into him. Then, in verse 8, God places Adam specifically in the Garden of Eden. If you can remember 

where we ended last week - think about the fact that at this point - things were perfect, and mankind 

had everything we needed in the garden.  

 

In the garden (Genesis 2:9) there were two specific trees named by Scripture.  

1) The Tree of Life 
2) The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil 

 

After a more detailed description of the water and stream elements of the garden - God gives Adam 

very specific instructions regarding the trees in which to partake.  

 



“You may surely eat of every tree in the garden but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:17) 

 

Notice, after this was spoken - God sees the need for Adam to have companionship (Genesis 

2:18-20), and formed a woman out of Adam’s ribs. There were many reasons for the creation of the 

woman we call Eve. Those reasons are still important today - but needing community in one’s life is one 

of the most significant reasons we have a natural longing for someone else, whether just to be with a 

friend, or to be romantically involved. At this point, Adam and Eve are still unashamed - because they 

are living in unity with God, and stewarding His great Creation. But… 

 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.” (Genesis 3:1) 

 

The serpent immediately begins to question whether God actually said what He said, and initially the 

woman repeats exactly what God spoke to them (Genesis 3:1-5). However, one sentence from the 

serpent will ultimately doom the two (Genesis 3:4-5). You will be like God.  

 

Q) Put yourself in Eve’s shoes for a moment - and really think about this. Not knowing what you 

know today, when the serpent says to you “You will be like God,” what would you say or do in 

response? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We often think about the first sin simply being disobedience to God and eating the fruit from the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil. Yet, before a bite was even taken from the fruit, Adam and Eve were 

unsatisfied simply being God’s perfect Creation. And in just a few moments, their mistake led to them 

being ashamed - and sin entered the world. They could now see good and evil. They could now see 

that they were naked. They now were even fearful of their sin being exposed to a God who already 

knew. Now - sin is in the world - and there are consequences.  

 

Q) Write down some of the consequences God gives Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:14-24. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 


