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16 | Jacob, Joseph, and the End of an Era 
 
Before we finish Genesis - let’s see where we have been so far.  
 
Last week, we finished off with Joseph letting his brothers know he was that Joseph! The brothers returned and told their father that 
Joseph was still alive. So, Jacob, now known as Israel, made plans to go see Joseph before he died.  
 
So, Jacob goes and gets to see Joseph, and along with his brothers, they settled in Egypt.  
 
Now, the long-anticipated famine has begun to ravage the land. And as Joseph began to help the people of the land get themselves 
through it (Genesis 47), it was known by Joseph as well as his brothers that Jacob, his father, was growing old and was near death. So, 
let’s jump into Genesis 48. 
 
Knowing his father was ill, Joseph took his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim (Genesis 48:1). Jacob gathered his strength to see his son 
and relayed what God had told him in Genesis 46 to Joseph: 
 
3 And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will 
make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your offspring after you for an 
everlasting possession.’ -Genesis 48:3-4 
 
As Joseph’s death approached even further, Jacob wanted to make clear that he was blessing not only Joseph but Manasseh and 
Ephraim as well.  
 
 
After blessing his sons in Genesis 49, Jacob breathed his last, and died. 
 
Joseph showed a great amount of grief for his father (Genesis 50:1). And, as his father had commanded him to do, he went up and 
buried his father in the land of Canaan with permission from Pharaoh. After he and his brothers went to bury their father, they returned 
to Egypt.  
 
Upon their return to Egypt, Joseph’s brothers seemed to be concerned that he would hate them because of their past transgressions 
against him, especially now that their father was dead. Joseph reminded them where and what his purpose really was. 
 
“19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little 
ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” -Genesis 50:19-21 
 
At the end of Genesis, we find Joseph near death after living for 110 years.  
 



“24 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he 
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you 
shall carry up my bones from here.”” -Genesis 50:24-25 
 
Let’s review where we’ve been in Genesis!  
 

Story (Reference)   

1) Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:3)  9) Review Week (Genesis 1-25) 

2) Adam and Eve and the Fall (Genesis 2:4-3:24)  10) Jacob and Esau (Genesis 25-27) 

3) Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-26)  11) Jacob Wrestles With God (Genesis 28-32) 

4) Wickedness, Noah’s Ark, and the Flood (Gen. 6-9)  12) Joseph (Genesis 37)  

5) The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9)   13) Joseph in Prison (Genesis 39-40) 

6) Abraham (Genesis 12-14)  14) Pharaoh's Dreams (Genesis 41-42) 

7) God’s Promises to Abraham (Genesis 15-18)  15) Reconciliation and a Remnant (Genesis 45) 

8) Sodom and Gomorrah / Almost Sacrifice of Isaac 
(Genesis 19-22) 

16) Death of Jacob, Death of Joseph (Genesis 46-50) 

 
 
Q) If you had to pick your favorite story from Genesis, which would it be? Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The book of Genesis is the beginning of the narrative for the entire Bible - and it is just that - the beginning.  
 
Key words we’ve gone over from Genesis!  
 
Steward 
Premeditated 
Covenant 
Birthright 
Remnant 
Wisdom 
Discernment 
 


