
Genesis | Genesis 41-42 
14 | Pharaoh’s Dreams and Joseph’s Promotion  
 
Last time we chilled with Joseph, he was in a difficult situation. He had just interpreted the dreams of the cupbearer and the chief 
baker, and while it helped the chief cupbearer, he didn’t remember Joseph and get him out of prison. So, for the moment, he is still in 
prison, until a very important person needs his help.  
 
Now we fast forward 2 years, and Pharaoh is beginning to have very specific dreams. Pharaoh (ַּפרעֹה) is a Hebrew term for King of 
Egypt. It is important to note for future reference that there are multiple Pharaohs mentioned in the Bible.  
 
So, Pharaoh’s dreams began to get interesting. More specifically, he had two dreams. Now, these were some very odd dreams, so 
naturally, he wanted to talk to someone about them so he could have them interpreted. He spends time and effort by having his men 
summon all of the wise men and magicians in Egypt. Unfortunately, none of them were able to interpret the dreams.  
 
The chief cupbearer who was imprisoned with Joseph in Genesis 38-39 then remembered Joseph. So, if you’re Pharaoh, who else could 
he possibly turn to but our good ole pal Joseph?  
 
“14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had shaved himself and changed his 
clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. 15 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have 
heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give 
Pharaoh a favorable answer.” -Genesis 41:14-16 (ESV) 
 
Pharaoh now knows what Joseph can do. But when he asks Joseph to interpret the dreams, Joseph has an interesting response. “It is not 
in me,” he says. Instead, Joseph says that God will give Pharaoh the answer he seeks. So, rather than Joseph simply being able to 
interpret dreams, it is the Lord that grants that ability through Joseph.  
 
Q) When given the opportunity to bring glory to himself, Joseph declined - and pointed to God. What are some times in your life where 
you want to give yourself credit for something? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
After everything that has happened to Joseph - he doesn’t point to himself, he points to the Lord and His power. After interpreting 
Pharaoh’s two dreams, Joseph comes to a conclusion about what the Lord is showing him.  
 
There will be seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt followed by seven years of famine. (Genesis 41:30-32) 
 
Joseph calls for Pharaoh to appoint someone with wisdom and discernment (Genesis 41:39) to be placed in charge of Egypt. Who 
else, but our ole pal Joseph. Pharaoh appointed Joseph as one who is wise, and puts him in charge of Egypt.  
 



Q) How would you describe what Godly discernment is? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Because God had granted Joseph with wisdom and discernment, Pharaoh was willing to place Joseph in charge knowing there was a 
famine ahead. So, Joseph enacted this plan and it helped keep the people afloat with food, grain, and economy. Things get interesting 
however. When you are powerful, people are attracted to that power. In the same way with Joseph, his brothers were attracted to this 
power.  
 
In Genesis 42, his good ole brothers show up. When they arrive - he believes they are spies! (Genesis 42:9) 
 
After a back and forth over whether or not they are spies, Joseph offers them a way to prove they are not spies. (Genesis 42:10-38) 
 
Please read the remainder of Genesis 42 on your own. When you are done, we are going to focus on this one verse for discussion.  
 
“On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:” -Genesis 42:18 
 
Q) What does it mean to fear God? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is one of the first instances in Scripture where we see someone say that they truly fear God. While this doesn’t mean to be afraid 
of God, we should see this as a real, holy, and reverent attitude toward our God even today.  
 
The same God who was feared by Joseph, Adam, Eve, Jacob, Abraham, and as we will see in Exodus, Moses, should be feared by you and I 
today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


