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Jacob and Esau...Continued 
When we left off last week’s lesson, Jacob had tricked his way into Esau’s birthright, or inheritance, and Esau 

wasn’t too pleased. In fact, Esau planned to kill Jacob after their father, Isaac, had died. Rebekah, who helped 

orchestrate the entire situation, also assisted Jacob in fleeing from his brother, to avoid being killed. So, 

Rebekah called Jacob to fleece to her brother (Jacob’s uncle), Laban.  
 

With his father Isaac’s blessing to do so, Jacob flees to live and work for Laban. God speaks to Jacob through 

a dream.  

 

“Look, I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go. I will bring you back to this land, for I will not 

leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” (Genesis 29:15) 

 

Leah and Rachel 
Rachel was the daughter of Laban, Jacob’s uncle. In Genesis 29:1-12, Jacob meets Rachel and begins to fall 

in love with her. But, as this happens, Laban deceives Jacob out of time and energy. Beginning to love Rachel, 

Jacob says he will work for Laban in exchange for her hand in marriage. So, for 7 years, he worked for Laban.  

 

After the period of time had passed, Jacob believed it was time for the marriage to occur and for him to sleep 

with Rachel. Covered by a veil, as was the custom in the Old Testament, rather than giving his daughter 

Rachel to Jacob, Laban gave over Leah. Not realizing it, Jacob slept with Leah. After a discussion with Laban, 

one in which was probably quite intense, Jacob ends up working for Laban for at least seven more years.  

 

Rachel, after some time without being able to conceive a child, finally has a child named Joseph (who we will 

see more of in the coming weeks). After Rachel gave birth to Joseph in Genesis 30, Jacob pleaded with Laban 

to let him leave with his wives and kids.  

 

After quite the intense back and forth between Jacob and Laban about when and how Jacob can leave with his 

wife and kids in Genesis 31 (read on your own for more context), Jacob, Rachel and Leah moved on while 

Laban returned home (Genesis 31:55).  

 

Genealogy | Who are we following right now?  
Abraham (M) + Sarah (F)  ---> Isaac (M) 
Isaac (M) + Rebekah (F)  ---> Jacob (M) and Esau (M) 

Jacob (M) + Rachel (F) ---> Joseph (M) and Benjamin (M) 



Jacob (M) + Leah (F) ---> Reuben (M), Simeon (M), Levi (M), Judah (M), Isaachar (M), Zebulun (M), and Dinah (F) 

Jacob (M) + Bilhah (F) ---> Dan (M) and Naphtali (M) 

Jacob (M) + Zilpah (F) ---> Gad (M) and Asher (M) 

What about the Polygamy?  
Yes, from Cain in Genesis 4 to Jacob here in Genesis 32, we are seeing polygamy in the Bible. Some will say: 

“how can argue for a marriage to be between a man and a woman if the Bible allows polygamy and slavery?” 

In Genesis 2:24, we see “...man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one 

flesh.” There is no evidence from this passage that would lead us as Christians to believe it is okay to have 

multiple spouses. In fact, the likelihood is the opposite! Every time there are passages of Scripture where there 

is polygamy, it is never in a positive light - and even causes more problems than anything else. Again, God is 

faithful - but we are often not. Many of the individuals we are talking about are not.  

 
WWE Wrestling...but with God 
After the entire situation with Laban, Jacob was met by angels. The angels took a message from Jacob to his 

brother Esau. When the angels came back, they brought the news that Esau was coming to see Jacob - along 

with around 400 men (Genesis 32:6). Clearly, because of some prior issues (stealing of the birthright, etc.), 

Jacob doesn’t take too kindly to his brother coming to say hello. He spends time pleading to God to protect him 

from his brother Esau, and even prepares gifts for Esau’s arrival, mainly livestock (Genesis 32:9-15).  

 

With hopes that the gifts will lead to forgiveness from Esau, he sends two of his slaves ahead of him (Genesis 

32:16-20). At one point, while he is left alone at night, Jacob wrestles with what Scripture identifies as a man 

(Genesis 32:24). The winning blow came when the man whom Jacob was wrestling with struck Jacob’s hip 

socket and dislocated his hip. Jacob asked, then, for a blessing, and then the man said to Jacob: 

 

“Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel because you have struggled with God and with men and have 

prevailed.” (Genesis 32:28) 

 

There are multiple instances within this passage that point to that man being God. Jacob says himself, “I have 

seen God face-to-face yet my life has been spared.” Overall, it is widely believed that the “man” was indeed 

God himself, or an angel possessing the authority of God. Either way, Jacob wrestled directly with the power of 

God - and lived to tell about it - now with the name Israel right there with him.  

 

Q) What do you think of when you hear the phrase “wrestle with God?”  
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