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The book of Exodus picks up right where Genesis left off. There is not a significant gap between the two in time. The first five verses of 
Exodus 1 lead us to see who is the descendant of whom and how it relates back to Jacob, Joseph, and even Abraham.  
 
Abraham → Isaac → Jacob (Israel) → Joseph, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Isaachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher.  
 
“6 Then Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7 But the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they 
multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.” -Exodus 1:6-7 (ESV) 
 
It is important to begin this book of Exodus remembering God’s covenant (or promise) with Abraham that continues to this generation. 
The words of the Lord are now being fulfilled in and through the new generations of Israelites in Exodus 1. They are becoming more and 
more numerous, fruitful, and exceedingly strong.  
 
However, because Jacob and Joseph both died near the end of Genesis, the new king of Egypt that is taking over does not have any sort 
of major connection to Joseph. In verse 8, it is known that Joseph “means nothing” to the new king.  
 
“8 Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And he said to his people, “Behold, the people of Israel are too 
many and too mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks out, they join our enemies 
and fight against us and escape from the land.”” -Exodus 1:8-10 
 
They specifically are being ordered to “shrewdly” deal with the people of Israel. In verse 11, we see that the king places slave masters 
over them to oppress them with forced labor. Many look at some of these early instances of slavery in Scripture as a loophole to the 
Bible condoning slavery. In reality, that is not the case. Exodus is clear that the king of Egypt was doing some inhumane and wrong in 
the eyes of God. His dealings with the people of Israel being “shrewd” answer that question almost immediately.  
 
However, the more the people of Israel were oppressed, the more they multiplied. (Exodus 1:12) The people of Israel were continuing 
to fulfill God’s purpose.  
 
Q) What are some parallels with Joseph’s story and Israel’s beginnings as a nation and a people? What did they each have to 
overcome?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Although they were being oppressed, there was nothing that was going to stop them from being the literal fulfillment of God’s promises 
to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.  
 
This wasn’t easy, though. They were being “ruthlessly worked” (v. 13) and their lives were made absolutely “bitter” (v. 14).  
 



Pharaoh was not happy about the continued multiplication of the nation of Israel. In Pharaoh’s kingdom, there were two midwives.  The 
two, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, were given direct orders from Pharaoh to kill the children who are born males when they 
are helping Hebrew women give birth.  
 
However, Scripture says in Exodus 1:17, that the midwives feared God, and because of this, they did not obey Pharaoh’s orders to kill 
newborn Hebrew males.  
 
Again, as we saw in Genesis - it is incredibly important for us - even today - to have a healthy reverence and respect for God, His power, 
and His authority.  
 
Having fear of God should lead us to obey His commands in our life.  
 
So, because the women feared God and did not kill the male Hebrew children, the Lord blessed them with families of their own. 
However, all of this led Pharaoh to make an even more brutal order regarding newborn Hebrew children. 
 
“Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every 
daughter live.” -Exodus 1:22 
 
Pharaoh is clearly against the fruitful multiplication of the nation of Israel, but what Pharaoh doesn’t realize is how much greater God’s 
plan for the nation of Israel is than Pharaoh’s plan is.  
 
Q) What are some ways you’ve chosen your plan over God’s plan?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pharaoh’s desire to rid Egypt of a growing Hebrew population, specifically the newborn boys, is evidence of a heart that is hardened 
toward the Lord. We can also take from this the significance of having a heart that is willing to listen to the voice of the Lord when He 
is calling us to do something.  
 
Pharaoh’s order to have the boys killed, will directly pave the way for a very important Biblical figure who we’ll meet next week. His 
name happens to be Moses.  


