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October Events 
 

Sunday, October  3 
Communion 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

5:00 p.m. Trustees  
6:00 p.m. Leadership Development 

 
 

Friday, October 8 
10:30 a.m. 2nd Friday Club  

 

Sunday, October 10 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Blood Drive 
9:45 a.m. Craft Sale 

4:00 p.m. Live Nativity Meeting 
5:00 p.m. SPRC 

 

Sunday, October 17 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

5:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Admin Council 

 

Saturday-Sunday October 23-24 
6:30 a.m. Sat.-6:30 a.m. Sun. Prayer Vigil 

 

Sunday, October 24 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 

Sunday, October 31 
8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services  
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

 

October 13 and 14 
2:00-8:00 p.m. Directory Photos  

 

20 Something Bible Study 
6:30 p.m. Mondays, Oct 4,11,18,25 

 

Wednesdays “FUELED” 
5:30 Dinner 

6:00 p.m. Praise Band Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

6:30 –8:00 p.m. Children’s Classes & Choir 
6:30 p.m. Youth 

6:30-7:15p.m. Leadership Classes  
7:15– 8:00 p.m. Wesleyan Classes 

NO WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES ON OCT. 13 
 

Thursdays 
8:30 a.m. Quilting  

9:30 a.m. Ladies Bible Study 



Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Out of the Lion’s Den . . . 
 

 Grief is real.  It is a gift from God, encouraging us 
to actually feel the pain of loss, to speak about how we 
feel being alone, to be angry about the loss we feel so 
deeply, to examine any guilt we might feel for missed   
opportunities and receive forgiveness, and to come out on 
the other side learning how to accept the new reality. 
 However, I do want to say a few things about 
death.  First, I firmly believe that God does not take peo-
ple from us.  God simply receives them when their lives 
can no longer survive.  He provides them a new life in His 
presence, under his constant care.  He is so close to them 
that he can wipe any tear from their eyes. 
 Second, I want to remind you that we are not the 
only ones who hurt when someone dies.  God hurts with 
us.  We know this because Jesus cried with Mary and 
Martha when Lazarus died.  Human life was created to 
have a fine balance.  Life is fragile and precious, because 
it is mortal and limited.  When we are sick or wounded, 
and life is no longer sustainable, God grieves over us too.   
 We often want to blame God for a death, and God 
has big enough shoulders to carry that burden.  But this is 
only ONE stage in our grief.  Don’t get stuck there, be-
cause you cheat yourself of realizing that our loving God 
has made the best of a bad situation, providing new life 
where there was none.  Our loving God is near and availa-
ble to share our grief, and bring us all the way through to 
a new reality. 
 Grief is a gift from God. It takes us all the way 
from shock to a new beginning, protecting us from the 
initial pain to providing us with a deeper way to love and 
live.  Be sure you open the whole gift. 

 
~Daniel 

 
Due to Fall Break there will 
be no Wednesday Night 
‘Fueled’ Activities on  
         Oct 13th. 

 

We have added Thursday Oct 14th as an 
option for directory photo appointments.  

CHRISTMAS??   

IT’S NOT EVEN HALLOWEEN 
YET!! 

Even though it’s October, let’s think about 

Christmas for the foster children served by Circle of 

Care, a ministry of the Oklahoma United Methodist 

Church.  As we did last year, we’re collecting money to 

be used for purchasing Walmart gift cards so the foster 

parents can shop for Christmas gifts for their foster 

children.  Each gift card will be for $100 and our 

church goal is to fund 20 children.  Our hope is the 

parents will have the gift cards in time for shopping 

deals that start Thanksgiving and earlier. 

 You may give to our church Christmas project 

now through November 14.  Please give to our 

church and mark your donation for Foster Children 

Christmas. 

 Let’s put our love for Christ into action!  Let’s help 

bring joy to the faces of foster children this Christmas 

morning.  Go to: https://circleofcare.org/2021/05/

reflections-from-a-new-foster-parent/ to learn more 

about foster children in Circle of Care.   Contact       

Diana Sample with questions.  918-640-7401 or  

diana.sample1@gmail.com 

      
 
 

 
2nd Friday Club 

October 8th-Road Trip!  

                            Save the Date!  
           Children’s Christmas Program 
                       Sunday Dec 12th  
       6:00 p.m. 

                             Live Nativity  
Meeting :  Sunday October 10th  
Time: 4:00pm 
Dates: December 17th, 18th, and 19th 

Ladies Bible Study 
 

Beginning October 7, 9:30 a.m. 
We will meet in the Haven Class Room - Upstairs. 

Our Study - “Seamless” by Angie Smith 
Study books will not be provided.  

October 10, Altar Flowers are in Memory of Olga Garrard, Opal Butler Allen and Tommy Ray  
From their family 

https://circleofcare.org/2021/05/reflections-from-a-new-foster-parent/
https://circleofcare.org/2021/05/reflections-from-a-new-foster-parent/
diana.sample1@gmail.com


Your children are invited to be a part       
   of something exciting!   
 
Children’s choir is a fun and creative way to incorporate 
worship, scripture, and Bible lessons into children’s lives. 
We are blessed with an amazing children’s choir director and 
her name is Ellen Bussert! Ellen directs choir practice every 
Wednesday for children ages Pre-K through 6th grade. She 
guides children as they learn about God through music, 
movement, and scripture memorization. For our littlest 
choir members in Pre-K and Kindergarten, Ellen teaches 
choir by using instruments and interactive songs. Every year 
the 1st-6th grade choir performs a Christmas program and 
the Pre-K and Kindergarten choir showcases a number of 
songs they have learned. The children (and probably you, 
too!) will be singing the songs they learned for years to 
come! It is wonderful to hear the scriptures and Bible stories 
planted in the children's hearts through music.  
 
We hope that you’ll consider bringing your child to 
choir and classes on Wednesdays! The Pre-K and Kindergar-
ten group meets downstairs in the preschool room, and the 
1st-6th graders meet for choir upstairs in the Gather-
ing Room. 
 
Here are the class and choir schedules for Wednes-
day nights:   
Pre-K and Kindergarten choir meets from 6:30-7:00p.m. 
followed by class time until 8:00p.m. 
1st-6th Grade meets for class time at 6:30p.m. followed by 
choir from 7:15-8:00p.m.  
(Rehearsal times may differ closer to the of time of the pro-
gram. Ellen Bussert or Hannah Birney will notify parents of 
any changes to rehearsal times.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A Word from the End of the Hall 
 
I just wanted to say how grateful I am for the donations 
and the willingness to support our youth. We received the 
amount needed for the Bibles and have ordered them. 
They are starting to come in and the youth are so excited 
about them! To say we are blessed by this congregation 
would be an understatement. Thank you so very much!  
 
Jentry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twentysomethings 
 
September 20th we hosted a Trivia Night with the youth 
and it was a success. We had so much fun with everyone 
that we think we are going to make this a regular event.  
We are sincerely grateful for all the donations! We will 
now be able to work on our first act of serving. For those 
who don't know we are putting together goodie baskets to 
take to the ICU nurses at local hospitals. Thank you for 
helping us make this happen!   
 
And be on the look out for our Craft Sale on October 
10th during the Sunday School time!  

Prayer Vigil Coming October 23, 24 
 

 Our Prayer and Encouragement Team are 
hosting a Prayer Vigil, beginning at 6:30 a.m. on 
Saturday, October 23 – lasting until 6:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, October 24.  We invite you to come pray 
for 30 uninterrupted minutes. 
 You can sign up to be in the sanctuary or to 
walk Elsie’s Trail as you pray.  Watch for the 
chance to sign up, starting October 10. 

Bring the whole family and teach them to be in the 
presence of God together. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship    
9:45 a.m. Sunday  School        
11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship   
      

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30) 

 

Marine:  Brad Towery  
Grandson of Bill & Loeta Towery 

 

 

Navy: Jack Shortess 
Grandson of Steve & Annette Shortess 

     Air Force:  Staff Sergeant Kyle Seaman,  
      Son of Lee & Jean Seaman 

            

     Air Force:  Joseph Pridgen IV 
Nephew of Mark & Sondra McNeil 

 

Airforce: Marcus and Hannah Hudson 
Brother and Sister-in-law of Anna Bussert 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THESE ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL 

www.fumcbixby.org             Marine:2nd Lt. Bryson Sill 
      Son of Kim and Brett Creekmore 
       Grandson of Barbara Mullins 
       Nephew of Terri and John Paxton 


