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The First United Methodist Church of Bixby, OK 

 
October Events 

 
Sunday, October 4 

World Communion Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 
Blood Drive 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Trustees Meeting 5:00 p.m. 
Leadership Development 6:00 p.m. 

 
Friday, October 9 

Second Friday Club, 11:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, October 18 

Finance Team, 5:00 p.m. 
Ad Board 6:00 p.m. 

 
Prayer Gathering 

Monday, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 10:52 a.m. 
 
 

20 Something Disciple Bible Study 
Monday, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26, 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

Youth Disciple Bible Study 
Sunday, Oct. 11, 18, 25, 3:30 p.m. 

 
 

Wednesday Youth 
Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Traditional Worship  11:00 a.m. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30  

Friday - closed 
 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  
Paul Bussert, Intern Pastor 
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Jentry Hamilton, Director of Youth Ministry 
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 
Sarah Romer, Secretary Of Communication 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 
Andy Lemaster, Sound Tech 
Carter Lowry, Visual Tech Support 
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First United Methodist Bixby  

Blood Drive 
Sunday, October 4  

9 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 

In the Gym 
To schedule an appointment, contact  

Oklahoma Blood Institute at 877-340-8777 or visit obi.org. 

 
Appointments preferred, to help with social distancing.  

Walk-ins accepted as schedule allows.  

Masks required for all donors.  

All donations* will be tested** for COVID-19 antibodies to identify 

potential convalescent plasma donors.  

Test results will be made available post-donation. 

All donors will receive their choice of  

OSU or OU 

T-SHIRT 

Egan Golf Tournament Is Coming! 
  
Egan Camp and Retreat Center, like all of our 
United Methodist camp grounds, have really suf-
fered through this pandemic, losing most of their 
income for the year.  This year’s golf tournament 
is even more important than usual, helping them 
raise monies to keep the camp ground maintained 
and staffed until “normal” returns. 
 The Tournament is at LaFortune Golf 
Course on Monday, October 12, So get your    
foursome together and sign up now, so Egan can 
receive our support. 

Remember to Stop,  
Pray and Shine 

 

4:33  Jesus, you have overcome the 
world; please reveal your love 

through me.  



Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

~Daniel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Out of the Lion’s Den… 
  

 I’ve been reading a devotional book on 
“Breakthrough Prayer,” and a quote from James Walker 
caught my attention.  To paraphrase his statement, “We spend 
far more of our prayer energy seeking to keep sick people out 
of heaven, than in bringing lost people into God’s Presence.” 
 When a child is physically lost and alone, we move 
heaven and earth, gather as many volunteers as possible, and 
never stop searching until that child is found and safe. For 
some reason, we fail to have the same kind of passion for 
those who are lost spiritually.  In our desire to be loving and 
accepting of all people, wanting to not come across judgmen-
tally, we fail to act on their behalf. 
 Imagine if a child were lost and alone, and the people 
responded, “Well, we don’t want to assume the child doesn’t 
know what he’s doing; maybe he has made this choice to 
leave home.  We don’t want to hurt their feelings thinking 
they couldn’t find their way home on their own. “Absurd, 
isn’t it? 
 Yet, we think finding a spiritual home when lost and 
alone is easy enough, it must be a choice they’ve made to not 
seek out a church, a sanctuary from the world.  We are so 
fearful of someone accusing us of being judgmental, that we 
fail to show people how valuable they are to God by praying 
them into God’s presence, standing with them in their doubts, 
and rejoicing with them when God reveals Himself to them. 
 I think we may be missing an important part of our 
own faith journey – bringing people into God’s presence.   
It starts with our prayers.   

 

The Modern Wesley  
 

Throughout the month of October, Pastor Paul will 
continue to offer the “Modern Wesley” study. 

In it, participants will study some of “Wesley’s 
Sermons on Several Occasions” and apply the wisdom 
contained within them into our modern context. This 

study will also utilize the work of Dr. William      
Abraham, an author, scholar, and professor at SMU 
who has helped to develop this material. This study 

will meet through Zoom, so if you aren’t quite com-
fortable coming back to church, this is an opportunity 
to continue to grow in your faith remotely. The study 

is designed so that all the material is covered during 
the sessions, there is no need to do preparation outside 
of each session unless you have the desire. If you are 

interested in participating, please either call the church 
office or email pbussert@olp.net. 

Up Next... 

After the Modern Wesley Study, we will be starting a 
new study called “Staying in Love with God.” This 
study focuses on ways in which we can continue to 
connect with the God who loves us through different 
methods. If you are more of a “hands on” type of   
person when it comes to faith, this study is for you! 
“Staying in Love with God” will start on November 4 
at 6:30. 

Second Friday Returns! 
 

 Senior Adults, come enjoy a time of fellowship 
and food under our church pavilion on October 9th at 
11:00.  Bring your own sack lunch.  Drinks and      
desserts will be provided.  You know that’s worth the 
trip! 
We look forward to seeing you under the pavilion! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Our Scout Troop is hosting a Garage Sale, or 
more accurately, a Gym Sale on Saturday, October 10, 
in our Gym.  Do you have items you would like to  
donate to them for sale? They are eager to receive 
them, to help them raise money, now when it is hard 
to find ways to raise money in a pandemic.   

October  4,  

Altar Flowers  

Donated in Loving Memory and In Honor 

of Olga Garrard & Opal Butler Allen 

From Their Family 

 
We are going strong with our Disciple study and just finished 
the old testament! We took a week break and had a dinner 
night as a group that gave us some much needed fun and 
laughter! We have plans to start a monthly service day. Our 
first one will be with the Community Food Bank of Oklaho-
ma. Keep an eye out for more details to come.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Blessing Box  
 

We are so excited about the progress happening upstairs and 
with the walls going into place the Children's Remodel  Com-
mittee asked if we could put a Blessing Box into one of the 
walls before they were completed. Wednesday, September 16, 
the committee, Hannah Birney, Kristin Bryant, Sondra McNiel, 
Ellen Bussert and Jentry Hamilton, along with Pastor Dan, Paul 
Bussert, and Matt Erickson took a few moments to place our 
box. We are so grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this 
amazing new space and that we were able to tuck away this  
little blessing.  
Inside the box we placed  
- A mustard seed coin to represent the seed of faith that our 
teachers will be planting into our children,  
- A cross as a symbol of our faith 
- A teacher prayer token, a prayer over those who will be teach-
ing and loving on our children 
- A list to commemorate the day it was placed listing the staff, 
our committee, the heads of the committees who were instru-
mental in approving the project, and of course Alpha Partners, 
the wonderful crew who is transforming our space. 
- And last, but never least, a prayer written by Kristin Bryant 
especially for the day.  
 
Thank you to all those who have made this possible!  
 
 Children's Remodel Committee 

News from the End of the Hall 
 

Happy October church family!!! I'm so excited for the start 
of Fall and all the wonderful things that happen during this 
time.  
 

Our youth Disciple class has finished up the old testament 
section and has begun the New Testament at the end of    
September. We have 8 students who have been in the class 
the whole time. I am so extremely proud of their dedication 
to this study!  
 

Starting in October we have a volunteer opportunity to help 
within our church. One Sunday a month we will be helping 
to fill backpacks for Bixby Schools as a way to help out. Be 
checking your emails for more information on that soon! 
 

Plus, I'm planning a service evening to go help at the     
Community Food Bank. Can't wait to get back out there and 
serve our community with these students!  
 

That is all for now!  
 
 Jentry 

Elsie’s Trail Photo Contest 
 

The Bixby FUMC Media team is sponsoring a photo contest 
during the month of October.  The subject of the contest is 
Elsie’s Trail.  This contest is open to everyone, you do not 
have to be a church member to enter the contest.  The contest 
period is from October 1-31. 2020.   
To enter, send your digital picture to: bixfumcmedi-
ateam@gmail.com.  You may submit more than one entry.  
Entries will be given a number for judging purposes. 
There are 3 categories: nature, pictorial and black & white. 
For more information e-mail the BFUMC media team at 
bixfumcmediateam@gmail.com. 
Winners from each category will receive a $10 gift card from 
Starbucks or Braums (winner’s choice.) Photos from the  
contest will be used on the “Elsie’s Trail” page on the 
BFUMC website. 
For more information contact Ellen Bussert at (918) 237-
7942. 
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