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      Or Current Resident 

  

 

     Air Force:  Staff Sergeant Kyle Seaman,  
      Son of Lee & Jean Seaman 

       
     Air Force:  CJ Griffith, 

     Grandson of Joyce McKenzie 
 

Air Force:  Joe McMath 
Son of Carol McMath 

 
     Air Force:  Joseph Pridgen IV 

Nephew of Mark & Sondra McNeil 
 

Air Force:  Staff Sgt. Kyle Green  
Son of Keith & Michelle Green 

 

Army:  Anthony Hallbauer 
Son-in-law of Carol Mcmath & brother-in-law of 

Beth & Ryan Hilton, Lexie McMath 
 

Marine:  Staff Sgt. Brad Towery  
(deploying to Kuwait) 

Grandson of Bill & Loeta Towery 
 

Marine:  Jake Brookshire 
Nephew of Beckie Freeman  

 
Navy:  Kole Hilton 

Son of Ryan & Beth Hilton,  
Grandson of Carol McMath 
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The First United Methodist Church of Bixby, OK 

October 2019 

October Events 
 

Backpack Ministry 
Tuesday, October 1, 15 

 
Wonderful Wednesdays  

Wednesday, October 2, 9, 23, 30  
5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Classes 

 
Prayer Vigil 

Saturday, October 5, 6:00 a.m.–Midnight 
 

Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 6 

 
Blood Drive 

Sunday, October 6, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 
 

Vision Team/Children’s Com. Meeting 
Monday, October 7, 6:00 p.m. 

 
Second Friday  

Friday, October 11, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Trustees  
Sunday, October 13 5:00 p.m. 

 
SPRC 

Sunday, October 13, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Fall Break for Shepherd’s Fold Preschool 
Thursday, October 17 thru 

Monday, October 21 
 

Finance 
Sunday, October 20, 5:00 p.m. 

 
Ad Council 

Sunday, October 20, 6:00 p.m. 
 

All Church Softball Game & Tailgate Dinner 
Sunday, October 27, 3:27 p.m. 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Sunday  School 9:45 a.m. 

 Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30  
Friday - closed 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  
Rev. Matt Thompson, Associate Pastor   
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Shelly Thompson, Director of Youth Ministry 
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 
Kim Campbell, Secretary 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 
 

NEWSLETTER 

Thy Will Be Done on Earth! 
 World Communion Sunday, October 6, is always such a special 
day – to realize that our brothers and sisters in Christ, numbering  
millions around the world, are all celebrating Holy Communion during 
those 24 hours.  The Body of Christ is experiencing the healing and 
wholeness of the sacrament throughout that day. 
 Our Prayer and Encouragement Team has suggested we offer a 
Prayer Vigil on the Saturday leading up to October 6th.  So we will have 
a Prayer Vigil on Saturday, October 5, from 6:00 a.m. until midnight.  
The theme for the Vigil will be “Thy Will Be Done on Earth!”   
 There will be 30 minute time slots from which you can choose to 
participate in this vigil.  Throughout those 18 hours, we will be spending 
time in God’s Presence, asking together that God’s will be done on 
earth.  You could spend part of your time in prayer making a list of all 
the things in this world that are going wrong, because God’s will is NOT 
being done.  Then you could go over your list, asking God to change the 
hearts and minds of people to follow His will in each situation. 
 Perhaps you could examine your own life during those 30 
minutes, asking God if His will is being done in your life; asking God to 
re-direct your life to be within God’s will. 
 Time spent in God’s Presence, offering yourself in sincere and 
humble prayer, seeking the Lord’s will for your life and for this world will 
certainly not be time wasted.   
 There are two different lists for signing up – one for inside the 
sanctuary, and the other for prayer walking on Elsie’s Trail.  We hope 
you will take advantage of this Prayer Vigil on Saturday, October 5th, 
from 6:00 a.m. until midnight.  God is looking forward to spending this 
time with you! 



Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

~Daniel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 I was intrigued by an interview of Mike Gundy at 
OSU.  He spoke about how important it is to his players 
that the stands be filled with fans.  It brings out the 
best in his players.  He spoke about how difficult it is to 
keep the fan base coming to games, in these times of 
every game televised, games available on phone apps, 
the soaring prices of tickets, and people who would  
rather watch a game in the comfort of their living room 
or their tailgating location.  He was appreciating the 
fans who continue to come fill the stadium and support 
the players in their efforts.  Sometimes the fans don’t 
fully understand how important they are.   
 As I read the article, it struck me that members 
of my church might also not understand how important 
they are.  The average person who enters our facility 
for the first time decides within the first 3 minutes 
whether or not they will return.  That is long before the 
music begins, and even longer before the preaching  
begins.  They are making their decisions on the basis of 
the people they encounter.   
 Are there people like me here?  Is this a church 
that cares about me?  Do the people I sit with seem 
warm and engaging, or are they cold and indifferent?  
Do the people seem excited to be in this place?  Is there 
an energy in the room?  Or does everyone seem like 
they’re just going through the motions?  Are there  
people from my generation in the room?   
 I was not surprised at our Wonderful Wednesday 
meal, when someone who had never attended our 
Wednesday meal before seemed shocked by how many 
small children and teens were in the gym.  They didn’t 
think we had any, because of her experience on  
Sundays.  Our children and teens, and their parents, live 
such busy lives on the weekends that worship is not 
their priority, because they do not understand how  
important they are to God and to the people God brings 
to our Worship services. 
 Maybe I just need to say it again:  YOU ARE  
IMPORTANT to GOD!  God needs you to make worship 
a priority, because your presence affects the first 3 
minutes of someone’s experience of our congregation.  
Thank you to all who make worship a priority, for  
welcoming and engaging new people sitting near you, 
for bringing out the best in each other, and for coming 
with high expectations that God is going to speak and 
change lives every Sunday.  You are wonderful!  God 
smiles every time He thinks of you. 
 See you early for worship Sunday, so you’re 
ready to make the most of those 3 minutes! 

 

Blood Drive 
Sunday, October 6th 

9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. 
Bixby FUMC  Gym 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

Singers! The Chancel Choir would like to extend an 
invitation for you to join us as we prepare for this 
year's Christmas Cantata, "Love Made a Way."   
We would love to have a full choir loft this 
year!  Rehearsals begin Wednesday, October 2, in  
the  sanctuary, from 7:45 to 8:30 p.m.  We look  
forward to seeing you!  

Come to the Fall Fellowship  

and Tailgating 
 

 This year’s Tailgating and Fellowship event 
will be on Sunday, October 27.  We’re adding a 
new event to our usual activities: an all church  
softball game.  It will start at 3:27 that afternoon.  
If you are interested in playing, it’s  
intergenerational (child through senior adults), 
both male and female.  We’ll divide into teams at 
3:27.  We will play on our baseball field, west of 
our facility.  
 The Tailgating and Fellowship will begin at 
5:00 in the Pavilion and the north parking lot.    
Bring your favorite “tailgating food” to share with 
your church family.  I imagine there will be a  
professional game on a television under the  
pavilion.  If you want to cook your food here at the 
church, come early and get cookin’! 
 It’s always a fun evening.  Come enjoy your 
church on October 27.  Bring your own yard chairs! 

 

Quilting 

Hand quilting is done by our   

quilting group on Thursday    

mornings.  If you have a quilt you 

need help with, contact Evelyn for 

more information, 918-277-9077. 

 

 

 

 

Feed My Sheep Program 
 

The Lunch Program Team just completed        
another successful year feeding children in our  
community.  We served 4,758 lunches, 257    
volunteers helped, plus many cookies were       
donated, and funding continues.  We also had 
the pleasure of taking prayer requests from the 
families to our Sunday School classes.  The Team 
is honored to lead each day, as well as, belong to 
a congregation that believes it's important to  
"Be The Church".  Elaine Bostian, Larry Wheeler, 
Sheila Smith, Vicki Heister, Pat Fritz 

 

Charge Conference 
Sunday, November 24 

Bixby First United Methodist Church 

Second Friday 
Friday, October 11 

10:30 a.m. 
 

The program will be a book review  
by Diane Gray 

She will be reviewing a book that she wrote. 
11:30 Potluck Lunch 

Meat will be provided, please bring a salad, 
side, or dessert to share. 

 

September 29 Mission Sunday 
♨ Combined worship at 10:00 

♨ Shared lunch in the gym; Ham provided; 

bring a salad, veggie or dessert to share 

♨ Wear flame colors for our theme:  Light 

a Fire in My Soul 

♨ Loose change offering will go to 

"winning" local mission 

♨ You will "vote" on the "winner" through 

your attendance and participation 
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