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SUNDAY SERVICES
Praise & Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m.
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30

Friday - closed

June 2019

The Flame

June Events
Wonderful Wednesdays
No dinner or classes until fall
Communion Sunday
Sunday, June 2

June 2019

Children’s Committee Meeting
Sunday, June 2, 5:00 p.m.
Trustees
Sunday, June 9, 5:00 p.m.
Camp United
June 10-14
VBS
June 24-Jun 28

Or Current Resident

Sonshine Camp
June 29-30
1-2 grade, Egan
Combined Worship
Sunday, June 30
10:00 a.m.

2019 Vacation Bible School
To Mars and Beyond!
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June 24-28th
Ages: Kindergarten - 6th Grade
Enroll at the table in the north hall or on
our website, www.fumcbixby.org
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CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor
Rev. Matt Thompson, Associate Pastor
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry
Shelly Thompson, Director of Youth Ministry
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator
Kim Campbell, Secretary
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager
Hannah Salas, Youth Intern
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Out of the
Lions’ Den...
For the last 18 years, our church has been in
fund raising mode – first to raise money to begin
building our current facility, then raising money to
pay off the remaining debt for this facility, and then
raising money to complete our debt retirement
while also raising $1.2 million to repair the roof,
siding, and drainage of our facility. In 2017, we
received pledges for the $1.2 million repair work
that would still leave us in need of another 3 year
campaign to get out of debt. However, through
the generosity of the entire congregation, on June
30th, we will celebrate being completely debt
free!
We will gather for a Combined Service
of Worship on June 30, at 10:00, and we will
dispose of the mortgage. Please plan your
summer activities around this very special Sunday.
We want everyone to be here to help us celebrate.
Our Finance Committee has agreed that we
will “take a break” from fund raising for at least
one year. This means we will not be asking you for
monies beyond your regular generous giving until
at least July of 2020. At that time, we may be
ready to upgrade the sound equipment of our
sanctuary, replace original carpets throughout the
building, and repair and repaint walls throughout
the facility (maybe even replace the insulation in
the gym and youth room ceilings with a more
permanent solution). We may also consider
renovating our children’s area at that time. Our
building will be 13 years old in 2020!
However, NOW is the time to celebrate
being out of debt. NOW is the time to imagine
what ministry and mission projects God wants us
to provide to our community. NOW is the time to
rejoice in the God who has provided the vast
resources we have shared to make this happen.
Our God is an awesome God!

~Daniel

BACKPACK MINISTRY
Have you said, “I would like to
do some mission work, but I
don’t know where to get
started”?
Join the Backpack Ministry in
the ﬁrst part of September!
We meet twice a month during
the school year. We meet at the
On The Edge building in downtown Bixby (behind the Bixby
Outreach Community Center,
across from the library).
What do we do? We pack up individual sacks of
food and load them into plastic tubs, which are
delivered and distributed to food-deprived students
at Bixby High and Middle schools. Our church is
blessed to be able to purchase nonperishable food
items. We meet on a Tuesday morning, and in
about an hour we pack up individual sacks of food.
Volunteers who have trucks load and deliver the
tubs to school. The food is intended to help feed
students over the weekend or school break. This
school year our church distributed 1,020 sacks of
food!
Who does this food go to? Homeless, fooddeprived or ﬁnancially deprived students. Yes,
Bixby has homeless students. They might be
“couch surfers” (sleeping at a diﬀerent place each
night), students from “doubling up” families
(families living with another family), or students
who have lost their homes and live in cars, camps,
or a temporary structure.
Jesus wants us to “feed his sheep.” So what better
way than to actually feed his hungry sheep with
food, reﬂecting and demonstrating God’s love? Our
church and Riverview Baptist
Church equally share in donating sacks of food for this
mission. The
students know the food
comes from these
churches. We do not know
these individual
students, but God does. We pray this small act of
kindness might demonstrate God’s love to these
students.
So when school starts, think about the students
who might not have food for the weekend. We
publish in the church calendar (in the
bulletin, newsletter, or weekly email) when the
Backpack Ministry meets. Just show up at that
time. One in ﬁve Oklahoma
children go to bed hungry at night! For more
information contact: Elaine Bostian, Dan Dorsey,
Rebecca Petty, or the church oﬃce. A big thank
you to our volunteers and donors, and prayers
oﬀered on behalf of all our students.

PROJECT TRANSFORMATION
Project Transformation is a Summer Reading Program
for at-risk children grades K-5. This annual camp is
hosted at Southern Hills UMC. Each year our church
partners with the FUMC of Jenks to send volunteers to
listen to kids read, as well as provide a few meals for
the college-aged camp leaders. We need YOUR HELP
this July 7-11th! The local missions team is looking for
adults and high school youth to LISTEN to a child read
for 1-2 hours during the morning, as well as volunteers
to help with the snacks for campers and a few meals
for the college leaders. Listen for announcements
during church services to know when your LOOSE
CHANGE OFFERING will be collected to help provide a
field trip to the bowling alley for these kiddos. We are
challenged to match the $200 that FUMC Jenks is
raising for the same field trip. Please keep an eye on
the Weekly Updates in your email and The Flame
Newsletter for further details. Soon there will be a
table displaying how you can help with your time or
resources, along with sign up sheets. Please MARK
YOUR CALENDAR now for this rewarding
opportunity.
Contact Kristin Bryant with any questions at 918-9951336 or kris10bryant@gmail.com

Summer Camp sign-up has begun
For more information contact:
Children’s Camps
Hannah Birney
hbirney@olp.net
AND

Youth Camps
Shelly Thompson
sthompson1@olp.net
Climber.Shell@gmail.com

Randy Mitchell is retiring from ministry, and Enid
First is hosting a reception at 10, on June 23rd.
They would like people to send cards, expressing
how Randy touched their lives.
Randy & Helen Mitchell c/o First UMC Enid 401 W.
Randolph, Enid, OK 73703
Congratulations to Randy & Helen!

Reminder
Wonderful Wednesdays
And
Second Friday
Will take the summer off.
We will be back in the fall.

