
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30  

Friday - closed 
 
 

Happening In February 

 
Confirmation Classes 

Sundays-Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 
 3:30– 5:00 p.m. 

 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
Wednesdays-Feb. 7, 14, 21, 28 

5:30 p.m. Dinner 
6:00 p.m. Praise/Worship 

6:30 p.m. Classes & Youth 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 

Visioning Team  
Monday, Feb. 5, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Stephen Ministry 

Tuesday, Feb. 6, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Second Friday 

Friday, Feb. 9, 10:30 a.m. 
 

Trustees 
Sunday, Feb. 11, 5:00 p.m. 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Wed., Feb. 14 

Worship Services: 6:30 a.m & 6:00 p.m. 
Prayer Vigil: 7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 

 

CPR Classes 
Saturday, Feb. 24, 9:00-Noon 

 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Matt Thompson, Associate Pastor   
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Shelly Thompson, Director of Youth Ministry 

Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 

Kim Campbell, Secretary 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 

 

 

THE FLAME is a monthly publication of First United Methodist Church, 15502 S. Memorial Drive, Bixby, OK 74008. Phone: 918-366-4463  Fax: 918-366-4465      
Website: www.fumcbixby.org      Church E-mail: fumcbix@olp.net  To submit information:  fumcbix@olp.net 

                    

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Sunday  School 9:45 a.m. 

 Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. 
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 Some of us believe in Christ and respond to His leadership while on  

autopilot.  It’s something we’ve always believed; it’s something that was part of 
our upbringing.  We really don’t have to think about it; we just believe it!  But 

there are other people who struggle with the claims of our gospel.  They are 
tripped up by the Bible, certain stories of our scripture, or by the scientific method 

they have learned in school.  They doubt the resurrection of Jesus.  They doubt 

that the Christian faith is any different  from or preferable over any other world 
religion.   

 Apologetics is the study of these issues, seeking the truth that is verifiable, 
and not just a matter of “faith.”  Apologetics looks at the Christian faith claims 

from a standpoint of scientific method and reason, helping people to overcome the 
doubts they have had about the Christian faith. 

 We have invited Dr. James Burkett to spend a day with us to help us  

understand the value of a verifiable faith in Jesus Christ.  Make this a priority in 
your schedule.  February 11 will be a great day for all of us. 

 

 Wednesday, Feb. 14th 

Two Services 
6:30 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. 
Prayer Vigil 

7:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. 



Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

~Daniel 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Do you know people who have voiced doubts about 

Jesus being the Christ?   They say Christianity is no different 
from any other religion?  They think the Bible is just a bunch 

of stories and myths? 

 We all have family members, friends and neighbors, 
work associates, and especially young millennial adults in our 

lives who might be interested in Jesus as a teacher, but have 
no interest in following him or becoming part of His Church. 

 I would like for you to name three of those people on 

a piece of paper, and begin praying for them.  Then I want 
you to invite those three people to our church on February 

11, to hear Dr. Burkett preach and teach on the subject of 
Apologetics. 

 Apologetics is the practice of defending the faith 

through the study of the facts and reasoning, which are the 
foundation of our Christian beliefs and practices.  Dr. Burkett 

will give us the big picture on Apologetics in both worship 
services, during the Sunday School hour, and at 6:00 that 

evening. 
 Then Pastor Matt will be teaching a six week course 

on Apologetics on Wednesday evenings and Thursday eve-

nings.  It may just be the kind of format that would impact 
the lives of these people you know.  You could be part of 

bringing someone to faith in Christ!  Wouldn’t that be excit-
ing? 

 Name them, pray for them, invite them, and sit with 

them February 11. 

Are You Praying? 
 Our Confirmation classes have begun, and we ask 

that you be praying daily for each of our Confirmands and 
their Mentors. 

 Our Confirmands are Alyssa McNiel, Keeton Pittillo, 

Jace Bryant, Austin Smith, Carter Lowry, Hayden Preble, and 
Jaxon Steele. 

 Their Mentors are Beki Mitchell, David Ingle, Trent 
Mitchell, Matt Erickson, Matt Thompson, and Lee Seaman. 

 Their experience of Christ will be made more  
powerful through your prayers. 

Lent Begins February 14 

 
 The holy season of Lent is the time for God to  

prepare us for a deeper commitment to our discipleship, and 
to prepare us for the Holy Week events that shape our faith.  

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, when we are 

called to acknowledge we have not lived up to our high  
calling in Christ.  We wear the ashes of our disappointment to 

remember our lives could be so much more than we have 
experienced. 

 Again this year, we will have a 6:30 a.m. service for 

those who want to attend on their way to work or school; and 
we will have a 6:00 p.m. service following our Wonderful 

Wednesday Dinner for everyone else.   
 Start your season of Lent putting God first in your 

lives.  Take up a new spiritual discipline (daily reading of 

scripture, daily prayer time, fasting one meal per week,  
serving  someone beyond your comfort zone), and take your 

faithfulness to a new level.  It will make your experience of 
Easter even more meaningful. 

Prayer Vigil 
 

On Wednesday, February 14,             

there will be a Prayer Vigil in our      

sanctuary, from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 

p.m., between our two Ash Wednesday 

services.  Please sign up to fill a 30     

minute slot for these eleven hours of 

prayer, preparing us for the season of 

Lent.  You can sign up at the Welcome 

Table this Sunday. 



 

 

FREE “FUMCGuest” 
 

Password: 

followme 

 

Thank you so much church family for the cards, 

prayers, meals, and hugs with the passing of my 

dad.  Your love was a wonderful witness to so many 

people. Vicki Heister 

              Thank You Walter Gund 

One of the projects our new Visioning Team 

has projected is a walking trail on the border of our 

property to the west.  Our Scout Troop has agreed to 

help in its creation, but the work has already begun, 

with Walter Gund using his tractor to begin clearing 

the pathway.   

Someday, we hope our walking path will bring 

new people to our property, that it will eventually link 

in to the walking path in Bixby, and that it will engage 

any new neighborhood that might be built to the west 

of us.  Thanks, Walter, and the Visioning Team for this 

new project. 

                         THANK YOU 

Our project for New Day Camp was very      

successful because of your generosity!  This summer’s 

campers will enjoy using the colored pencils, pipe 

cleaners, glue and glue guns, and yes, even the beans 

and popcorn for their “rain sticks” and other craft    

activities.  Those craft supplies plus many more, along 

with total cash donations of $1,247 to buy specialized 

supplies, have been delivered to Kristin Harlin,            

Executive Director of Criminal Justice and Mercy      

Ministries (CJAMM) for their New Day Camp. 

Thank you for bringing happiness to the        

children who attend the weeklong camp at Cross 

Point Camp next to Lake Texoma.  Each camper has 

at least one incarcerated parent.  Go to this link for 

additional information about the camp.  (Scroll down 

to New Day Camp.)   http://www.okumcministries.org/

camps/specialty.htm 

LOCAL MISSIONS 

 
CPR/AED Class 

Would you like to save the life of a loved 

one or friend someday?  Did you know our 

church has a defibrillator available on-site? 

Come & join us for a CPR/AED class we are       

offering at the church on February 24th.           

February is Heart Month and the Health Ministry 

at our church wants to focus some time on all 

our hearts! 

Two courses will be available based on 

interest and participation level.  The                

Credentialed course ($65) involves testing at    

the completion of the class and certification 

that is valid for 2 years. The Friends & Family 

course ($30) will come with a certificate of    

completion with no testing involved. 

Classes will be 9:00am – Noon on          

Saturday, February 24th, in Classrooms 108 and 

109.  Both Adult and Pediatric instruction will be 

offered.  Watch for sign-up sheets and             

informational flyers on the Welcome table in   

the Narthex both February 11th and 18th.   

It is time to begin making plans for Summer.   
This is the schedule of the camps we will be  
participating in this year.  Save the date! 

 
Children’s Camps 

Sonshine Camp (1st and 2nd grade) July 7-8, Egan 
Growin’ In Grace (3rd-5th) July 16-18, Egan 

6th Grade Camp (6th grade) July 16-20, Egan 
 

Youth Camps 
United (7th-Grads) June 11-15, Egan 

Trek 1, Sr. High (9th-Grads) July 14-22 
Trek 2, Jr. High (6th-8th) July 14-22 

*Adult leaders are needed for Youth Camps, if you are 
interested talk to Shelly. 
 
District Youth Spring Event is also coming up.  
See Shelly about the date and time. 
 

http://www.okumcministries.org/camps/specialty.htm
http://www.okumcministries.org/camps/specialty.htm
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      Or Current Resident 

Please pray for these active duty military personnel : 
 

      Air Force:  Staff Sergeant Kyle Seaman,  

      Son of Lee & Jean Seaman 

      Serving at Shaw AFB, South Carolina 

 

     Air Force:  CJ Griffith, 

     Son of Eric & Jacque Griffith 

     Grandson of Joyce McKenzie 

 

Air Force:  Joe McMath 

Son of Carol McMath 

 

     Army:  Conner Walcher, 

     Great Nephew of June & David Skaggs 

     Serving in Germany 

 

          Army:  Sergeant E-5 Tony McAmis 

     Son of  Rick & Sarah McAmis 

     Serving in Hawaii 

 

Army:  Anthony Halbauer 

Son-in-law to Carol Mcmath & brother-in-law of Beth & Ryan Hilton, Lexie McMath 

Serving in Africa 

 

Marine:  Staff Sgt. Brad Towery 

Grandson of Bill & Loeta Towery 

Serving at Camp Pendleton, Ca 

 

Marine:  Lt. Col. Rob Carlson 

Grandson of bill & Loeta Towery 

Serving in NC 

 

Marine:  Jake Brookshire 

Nephew of Beckie Freeman  

 

Navy:  Kole Hilton 

Son of Ryan & Beth Hilton, Grandson of Carol McMath 

Serving in the Middle East with the Marines 

 

Navy:  Lt. Scott Sides 

Brother of Melissa Morrow, Brother in law of Phillip Morrow 

 

Navy:  Lt. Cmdr. Clay Cooper  

Son in law of Susan McKinney 

 

Okla. National Guard:  Wyatt Ritter 

Son of Eric & Jacque Griffith 

Serving in Ukraine 

  

 


