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December /January Events 
 

Sunday, December 6 
Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 

Sunday, December 13  
Circle of Care Sunday 

Children’s Christmas Program 6:00 pm 
“The Bethlehem Story” 

 

Thursday, December 17 
Preschool Virtual Christmas Program 2:00 pm 

 

Sunday, December 20 
Sunday 8:30 Worship Service & 

11:00 am Cantata  
 

Wednesday, December 23 
Office Closes at noon 

 

20 Something Disciple Bible Study 
Monday, December 7, 14, 21, 28 6:00 pm 

 

Youth Disciple Bible Study  
Sunday, December 6, 13, 20, 3:30pm 

 

Wednesday Youth 
December 2, 9, 16 6:30 p.m. 

 

Praise Band Rehearsal 
Wednesdays 6:00pm 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesdays 7:00pm 

 

Holiday Hours  
Christmas 

Office closes at Noon Dec. 23 
Office Closed Dec. 24-30 

Office Open New Year’s Eve 8:30-Noon 
 

New Year’s Day 
Office closed January 1 

We will be back in the office with regular 
hours Monday, January 4 

 

Sunday, January 3 
Communion Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 am 

 

20 Something Disciple Bible Study 
Monday, January 4, 11, 18, 25 6:00 pm 

 

Youth Disciple Bible Study  
Sunday, January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 3:30pm 

 

Wednesday Youth 
January 6, 13, 20, 27 6:30 p.m. 

 

Praise Band Rehearsal 
Wednesdays 6:00pm 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Wednesdays 7:00pm 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Traditional Worship  11:00 a.m. 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30) 

Friday - closed 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  
Paul Bussert, Intern Pastor 
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Jentry Hamilton, Director of Youth Ministry 
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 
Andy Lemaster, Sound Tech 
Carter Lowry, Visual Tech Support 

 

No Christmas Brunch/Talent Show 
 

 We have cancelled our Christmas Brunch and Talent Show for 
2020.  Sharing food and eating in close proximity to each other still 
seemed risky for this year.  We pray 2021 will be a time of normalcy 
again. 

Children’s Program 
Sunday, December 13  

 Our children will present the Bethlehem Story at 6:00 p.m.   
 
 

Christmas Eve Communion 
Thursday, December 24  

 We wondered about what to do on Christmas Eve this year to keep 
everyone safe.  Having 3 separate services seemed the best way to give 
people the space to observe Christmas Eve together.  We have offered 
Holy Communion twice in Worship services, and we believe we know 
what it takes to help everyone receive the sacrament in a safe manner that 
is still meaningful.  Plan your Christmas Eve around one of our services: 
5:00, 7:00, or 11:00.   

 

Celebrate Christ 
Friday, December 25  

 
 

New Year’s Eve Service 
Thursday, December 31  

 This year, we are offering a 6:00 p.m. worship service on New 

Year’s Eve, so you can begin your observance with your focus on God 

and what God is going to do in 2021.  It’s our way of saying farewell to 

2020, and looking with hope to our future. 

December 2020/ January 2021 



 
 

Out of the Lion’s Den… 

We want to thank all of those who helped us decorate our facili-
ty for the Advent/Christmas season.   Everyone pitched in with 
a wonderful spirit of fellowship and the desire to do a tradition-
al event that felt normal.   
 

Several people have asked me what I think will happen to the 
church, because of the pandemic we are experiencing.  I do not 
have the gift of seeing the future, but this much I know:  our 
God is still God, and God works in ways we never see nor un-
derstand. 
 
We may never go back to “normal” if normal means relying on 
people being present to hear the Word of God proclaimed and 
fellowship of the Body experienced.  WE have been reaching 
people online who never have entered our facility.  Prior to the 
pandemic, we were struggling to reach 250 people in attendance 
on Sundays.  When you count those present and those online, 
we are reaching over 300 people most Sundays, sometimes as 
many as 500.  We have received money from people who have 
never attended a service in our building.  In other words, we 
have expanded our outreach through these difficult times. 
 

In the 1950’s, when the Bamboo Curtain came down in China, 
there were an estimated 50,000 Christians living in Communist 
China.  25 years later, when people were again allowed to count 
Christians in China, there were over 5 million followers of 
Christ.  How did that happen when the government made it so 
hard for them to meet and tell their story?  Hard times bring out 
the best in the people of faith.  Impossible circumstances seem 
to multiply the numbers of people willing to sacrifice self for 
the cause of Christ. 

Our God works in ways we never see nor understand.  I can’t 
wait to see what God has been doing when things return to 
“normal.”  This God, who came to us in a threatening world of 
darkness, shattering the darkness with the light of the Christ 
Child, is the God who still comes to us where we are to reveal 
how much we are loved, valued, and needed to spread the news:  
Our God is near! 

Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

~Daniel 

 
 
 

 
Christmas Post Office Closed 

As you remember, we have a tradition of creating a series 
of tubs for you to deposit your Christmas Cards to friends 
here at the church, and where you can find the cards sent to 
you. 
 

Due to Covid – 19 concerns, this tradition places us at risk, 
as we handle all the cards.  Therefore, we will NOT have 
this available for you at the church this year. 
 

Instead, we invite you to place your Christmas Greetings 
and wishes on a sheet of paper (8 ½ by 11) or construction 
paper, signed by you and/or your family, that we will hang 
on the walls of our hallways. You may also send a Christ-
mas card and we will hang it on the wall.  In this way, you 
can simply walk down the hallways and read the Christmas 
greetings from your church family. 
 

We look forward to receiving your greetings.  Drop them 

off at the church office during the week or at Worship on 

Sundays. 

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT  
LIKE CHRISTMAS 

 

Christmas is a joyful time, a busy time, a holy time – and 

this year, an unusual time.  Just imagine how different this 

Christmas must feel for the children who have been re-

moved from their homes by state officials and placed in a 

foster home.  Granted, the foster parents are loving and 

generous, but the placement necessarily brings many 

changes, and this is on top of the world seeming to be up-

side down right now. 
 

This Christmas you and I can help some of the foster chil-

dren who have been placed with the Oklahoma United 

Methodist foster programs under the umbrella of Circle of 

Care.  Because of COVID-19 precautions we’ll be donating 

money instead of buying gifts.  The money will be used by 

Circle of Care to make Christmas merry and to meet the 

needs of growing children.  Please give generously and 

mark your donation for Christmas Circle of Care anytime 

between now and December 13, which is designated as Cir-

cle of Care Sunday. 
 

There are over 200 children across the state in foster care 

through Circle of Care.  Christian foster parents are recruit-

ed, trained and supported in several ways by Circle of Care 

staff.  Children range in age from infant to 17 years.  Thank 

you for joining in this season of remembering the children 

and giving as you are able. 

PLEASE HELP GIFT OUR STAFF 
For the next few weeks we will be receiving money to give to 
our staff  members for Christmas.  We like to give this to 
them early in December, so they can use the money for 
Christmas.  Our Church Staff have all been faithful and crea-
tive in their efforts to sustain ministry in difficult times.  We 
welcome your contributions.  Write checks to the church, 
with “Staff” written at the bottom. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Children’s Department Remodel Update 
 

The open house for the remodel of the second floor has been 
postponed until the new year. Since there have been delays in 
the construction, we need extra time to properly prepare the 
facility. We hope this extra time will allow us the opportunity 
to be better prepared when we are able to reopen the space. We 
will have more information in the coming weeks. We are look-
ing forward to utilizing the new space upon it’s completion! 
We also understand times are difficult right now regarding 
Covid and we want to serve our church and the community in 
the best and safest way possible.  
 

Children’s Christmas Program December 6th 
“Bethlehem Story” 

 All kids are invited to participate in the telling of the 
“Bethlehem Story” on December 13th at 6:00p.m.  The kids will 
be acting out the story of the birth of Jesus as a narrator tells the 
story.  No memorization of words required!  We will be singing 
“Away in a Manger” and “Silent Night.”  The program will be 
directed by Ellen Bussert.  We will be requiring masks and 
there will be social distancing on stage. 
Rehearsal will be during the Sunday School hour (9:45 a.m. – 
10:45 a.m.) on November 29th, December 6th and December 
13th. We will practice in the sanctuary.  
We need to know in advance of the first rehearsal if your child 
wants to participate.  That way, we can assign parts (angel, 
shepherd, animal, Joseph, Mary) before the first rehears-
al.  Costumes will be provided. It is open to 3 years through 6th 
grade.  This is open to all kids, not just the ones enrolled in 
choir. 
Please call Hannah Birney at (918) 366-4463 or email her at 
hbirney@olp.net and let her know that your child can partici-
pate! 

January 
Confirmation classes will begin January 24, 2021. We will 
gather on Sunday afternoons from 3:30-5:00 for nine weeks, 
and enjoy a Confirmation Retreat in March! Please contact 
Hannah Birney or Dan Pulver if you have a sixth grader who 
would like to participate. These nine weeks will be an im-
portant time for sixth graders to learn about the history and 
foundation of the United Methodist Church, traditions and litur-
gical seasons, types of prayer, and the basics of Christian faith. 
We hope your sixth grader will join us!  

News from the End of the Hall... 
 

Exciting news as we start our new year! Beginning Wednes-
day, January 27, we are having a refresher Confirmation 
course. It is something we have been talking about and some 
of the youth have shown interest in. Plus, it is the first step in 
a new mentoring program that I am wanting to start with in-
coming Confirmands. More info on that soon!  
 

Disciple will be finishing up this month! We will not have 
class on January 3, and our last class will be Sunday, January 
17.  
 

That is all for now! Happy New Year!!  

 

Somethings 
We have something I'm super excited about beginning this 
month. During our Sunday School hour we will be having a 
Confirmation refresher course. We have talked numerous 
times and want to brush up on our knowledge so now is our 
chance! Join us Sunday mornings at 9:45 am!  

Starting December 2, we will be doing an advent study 
through zoom. With the birth of Christ just around the      
corner, what can we do to be prepared? How can scripture 
teach us what it means to anticipate the birth of our Lord in 
our own lives? To find out how, join us at 6:30 on December 
2, for this 4 week Zoom study. 

Second Friday Club! 
 

 

Senior Adults, come enjoy a time of fellowship and food on 
December 11. We will have a program at 10:30 a.m. Taco Soup 
will be served at 11:30 a.m. Come on out and join us in the 
Gym for fun & fellowship! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Be on the lookout, because we will have more virtual studies 
starting in this new year! We may be exploring topics such 
as the book of Romans, what it means to be a Methodist, the 
seven churches in the book of Revelation, and other topics 
that will help you grow in your faith. We will let you know 
as soon as we have our start date and our topic locked down 
for each study. We hope you will contact the office or Pastor 
Paul if you have any interest in participating in any of these 
studies. 

mailto:hbirney@olp.net

