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 I love watching Hallmark movies with Bonnie.  
But as much as I love them, the Christmas movies  
fascinate me.  They really have nothing to do with 
Christmas. 
 According to them, Christmas is about reclaiming 
long lost family traditions that made us feel warm all 
over.  Christmas is about falling in love and activity  
under the mistletoe.  Christmas is about making a wish 
for a Christmas miracle.  Put all those ingredients  
together and you have a great Hallmark movie. 
 Did you notice, there was nothing about the real 
Christmas in any of those descriptions?   
 The real Christmas story is about God coming to 
life in human form in a humble setting, where  
marginalized, smelly shepherds were the first to  
welcome Jesus, and where his own extended family  
ignored his birth. 
 The real Christmas story is about a young,  
almost married woman, who agreed to give birth to the 
son of God, at her own personal risk (public humiliation, 
divorce, being stoned to death were some of the  
possibilities).  But this young woman was determined to 
do whatever God asked of her. 
 The real Christmas story is about a young man 
who discovers his fiancé is carrying a child that is not 
possibly his.  He struggles with the options and chooses 
to divorce her quietly, only to have an angel tell him to 
follow through with the marriage.   
 The real Christmas story is about a God who 
loves his creation and his people so much, that he 
chooses to enter the human condition, to live in  
community with us, and to ultimately sacrifice his own 
human life to redeem this world He loves.   
 I fell in love with this real Christmas story when I 
was a child.  The sanctuary was dark, the seats were all 
filled with family and friends, there were lines I had to 
repeat from memory, and songs we sang that were not 
only beautiful, but were effective in telling the real  
story.  I found myself overwhelmed, not by a Christmas 
miracle, but by the powerful mystery of this true story: 

God came to us! 
  Just once, I wish Hallmark would make a movie 
out of the real Christmas story.   I pray you will have 
your children or grandchildren participate in our  
Christmas program this year – they just might fall in 
love with the mystery too! 

 

 

    Christmas Holiday  

    Feeding Program 

 

We will be feeding area children 

during the Christmas holiday.  

Please look for volunteer sign-up 

sheets at the Welcome Table. 

Children’s Choir &  
Youth Singers  
will be sharing the  
Music of Christmas  
at Covenant Place, Bixby 
December 11 
6:45 p.m. 
 
Gather in the gym at 6:15 p.m. 
to ride together   
We should be back at the church 
by 8:00 p.m. 

Would You Share Your Talent? 
 Our traditional Christmas Brunch will be on 
Sunday, December 8, during the Sunday School 
hour.  Please bring your favorite Christmas foods 
to share. 
 If you would like to share your talent with 
us, please contact Pastor Matt, who is coordinating 
the talent portion of our Brunch.  This is always a 
special time for our church family.  Please come! 

 

 

Change Is Coming 
 Pastor Matt has been appointed to serve as  
Associate Pastor at Lawton Centenary UMC as of  
January 1, 2020.  We will celebrate his ministry here on 
December 29th, sending him on to a new journey of  
ministry. 
 We will not be receiving a replacement for  
Pastor Matt at this time.  We will be looking for part time 
people who can take on some of the specialized  
ministries that Pastor Matt did for us: Graphic design, 
web site design, video creation, and media  
presentations in worship.  We will pray for Pastor Matt, 
Shelly, Aurora, Emily, Olivia, and Ethan as they  
transition to a new life.  We will also pray that God will 
use us all in more powerful ways as we work together 
as the Body of Christ. 

Youth Fundraiser 
 

When you gift wrap… 
Do your hands ache? 

Does your back pinch? 
Do you struggle to get up from the floor? 

 
We have the solution! 

Let our terrific youth do it for you. 
 

Beginning December 1st 
Simply drop your gifts off in the youth room  at any time, 

we will wrap them on Sunday evenings, then you pick 
them up that evening between  6:00-7:00.   

We supply the paper, the cost is $3.00 per gift.   
Enjoy the season, let us take  

over the wrapping hassle! 
 

Contact Jentry if you need more information  
918-760-7526 

 IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK  
A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS 

 

Think of yourself at age 18, or maybe your child or 
grandchild at that age.  When you or your loved one 
graduated from high school, there was probably a 
family in the wings, ready to supply the security net 
all of us need from time to time, and certainly, the 
assurance of unconditional love. 
 
For kids this age who’ve been in the foster care  
system, most step into the adult world on their own.  
They’re too old for the foster system, they’ve “aged 
out”, and it’s likely their nuclear family hasn’t  
suddenly become stable and supportive.  Most of 
these kids are on their own physically, financially and  
emotionally.  We can imagine how some of them 
meet their needs. 
 
That’s where Oklahoma UMC Circle of Care steps in 
for a few young people ages 18-24 through their 
Preparation for Adult Living (PAL) program.  It’s  
currently located in Tahlequah at the Children’s 
Home with 6 young men and 3 young women, and 
another student soon to join them.  They have a 
place to live and are helped with their education,  
either completing high school or studying at college 
or trade school, but they provide their own food, 
clothing and other living necessities. 
 
For our church Christmas project this year we’re  
going to help fulfill some of the basic needs of these 
students.  Watch for a display beginning December 1 
in the north hall about the students, their goals and 
their daily living needs – things like toiletries, paper 
goods and nonperishable foods.  We can also add 
cards and notes of encouragement to let them know 
they are loved and supported by Christ’s love 
through us.  We’ll make “baskets” of these basics, 
tailored to each student, so he or she will know they 
are valued as individuals and loved by God.  Talk to 
Diana Sample if you have questions. 

You Can Help Us Appreciate Our Staff 
 The Staff Parish Relations Committee 

would like your help in saying “Thank You” to the 
17 members of our Church Staff for Christmas.  
Please give an additional gift, designated for 

“Staff”  when you give in December. 
 We are hoping to receive all contributions 

by Sunday, December 15, so we can give  
appreciation gifts to all our staff members this 

year.  Thank you for your generosity.   

Calling all College Age Students 

Mark your calendar for 

A Retreat just for you 

Jan. 2-4 

Cost $75 

Contact Jentry for more information 
 

A sweet little lady is on the way 
 

Join us to celebrate the future arrival of Rhiannon Lee Fox 
by honoring the parents-to-be 

Vanessa & Brandon Fox 
with a "Come & Go" celebration from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Saturday, February 1, 2020, at 
First United Methodist Church of Bixby gymnasium 

11502 S Memorial Drive 
Bixby, OK 

 

The Foxes are registered at Target & Amazon.com.  
Vanessa is the daughter of Marty & Rebecca Petty.  

CARE KITS FOR CIRCLE OF CARE FOSTER PARENTS 
Thanks to several ladies and a few of their children, we 
recently made 8 Care Kits for Circle of Care foster  
parents.  The items contained in each kit are designed to 
help foster parents nurture independence and a feeling of 
calm security within the foster children who join their  
families.  We made weighted lap pads, calming sensory 
bottles, and engaging "I Spy" jars, and we organized each 
kit with silent "fidget toys", feelings journals, a variety of 
self management charts and more.  Thank you to those 
who donated money to fund the kits' materials and to all 
who gave their time and talent to making the kits.   
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FUMC Post Office 

Save some postage and put your cards for church 
friends in the FUMC Post Office.  It is set up in 
the north hall. Simply put them in the boxes 
alphabetically, and be sure to check back for 
your cards during the month of December. 

Second Friday 
December 13, 10:30 a.m. 

Bixby High School Choir will be here to perform! 
We will be serving Taco Soup and Cornbread 

If you would like to bring dessert feel free 

Bixby Ladies & Friends 
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The First United Methodist Church of Bixby, OK 

December 2019/January 2020 

December Events 
 

Communion Sunday 
Sunday, December 1 

 
Backpack Ministry 

Tuesday, December 3 & 10  
 

Wonderful Wednesdays  
Wednesday, December 4, 11, 18  

5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Classes 

 
All Church Brunch & Talent Show 
Sunday, December 8, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Children’s Musical-“Little Drummer Dude” 

Sunday, December 8, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Second Friday  
Friday, December 13, 10:30 a.m. 

 
Cantata-“Love Made a Way” 

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 a.m. 
 

Preschool Christmas Program 
Thursday, December 19, 1:45 p.m. 

 
Holiday Hours 

Christmas 
Office Closed Dec. 23-Dec. 27 

Open Dec. 30 & Dec. 31 until noon 
New Year’s Day 

Office Closed Jan. 1-Jan. 3 
We will be back in the office with regular 

hours on Monday, Jan. 6 
 

January Events 
 

Communion Sunday 
Sunday, January 5 

 
Backpack Ministry 

Tuesday, January 7 & 21 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
Wednesday, January 8, 15, 22, 29 

5:30 Dinner 
6:30 Classes 

 
Second Friday 

Friday, January 10, 10:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Sunday  School 9:45 a.m. 

 Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30  
Friday - closed 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  
Rev. Matt Thompson, Associate Pastor   
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Jentry Hamilton, Director of Youth Ministry 
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 
Kim Campbell, Secretary 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 
 

THE FLAME  

NEWSLETTER 

Worship Here This Christmas 
 

All Church Christmas Brunch & Talent Show 
Sunday, December 8, 9:30 a.m. 

Bring a favorite dish to share as we eat together  
and enjoy the many talents of our congregation! 

 

Children’s Christmas Musical 
Sunday, December 8, 6:00 p.m. 

Join our children as they present “Little Drummer Dude”  
The program will be held in the sanctuary.   

After the program, there will be a reception in the gym.   
Everyone is welcome. 

 

Christmas Cantata 
Sunday, December 15, 11:00 a.m. 

Our Chancel Choir & Orchestra will be performing  
“ Love Made a Way” 

The Journey of Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Tuesday, December 24 

5:00 p.m. (childcare available) Contemporary Service 
7:00 p.m. (childcare available) Traditional Service with Choir 

11:00 p.m. (NO childcare provided for this service) Acoustic Service 
 


