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The First United Methodist Church of Bixby, OK 

August 2019 

August Events 
 

Wonderful Wednesdays 
No dinner or classes until September 11 

 
Communion Sunday 
Sunday, August 4 

 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Leadership Development 
Sunday, August 4, 5:00 p.m. 

 
Preschool Open House 

Sunday, August 11, 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
 

Trustees  
Sunday, August 11, 5:00 p.m. 

 
Local Missions 

Sunday, August 25, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Preschool-1st day 
Thursday, August 22 

 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
Praise & Worship  8:30 a.m. 
Sunday  School 9:45 a.m. 

 Traditional Worship 11:00 a.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

(Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:30  
Friday - closed 

CHURCH STAFF                                                                     
Rev. Dan Pulver, Senior Pastor  
Rev. Matt Thompson, Associate Pastor   
Hannah Birney, Director of Children’s Ministry           
Shelly Thompson, Director of Youth Ministry 
Anita Hayes, Chancel Choir Director 
ZaQue Hutchings, Keyboardist 
Jeana Malone, Office Administrator 
Kim Campbell, Secretary 
Matt Erickson, Facility Manager 
 

NEWSLETTER 

What’s Happening with Wonderful Wednesdays? 
 

 Wonderful Wednesdays will officially begin on 
September 11.  Classes will be led by Ron  Bussert 
(Adam Hamilton’s study on Simon Peter), Bonnie Pulver 
(a Margaret Feinberg study, Pursuing God), and Dan     
Pulver (New Testament DISCIPLE 2 study on Luke and 
the Book of Acts).    If there are other people who want to 
lead a class, please let Pastor Dan know soon.   
 These classes will continue for 12 weeks.   
Following Christmas, we will be trying a new format,  
rebranding it as “WE.”  WE, the Wednesday Event or the 
Wesley Experiment, will continue to have light meals 
served, and will then have a worship component, with a 
teaching word that will then be discussed in small groups.  
This will begin on January 8th.  The small groups will not 
only discuss the topic together, but will also be a place 
where you can get to know people, pray for each other, 
and possibly occasionally work on a common mission 
project together. 
 Right now, January Moody, our Kitchen Team  
Leader, is looking for people who would be willing to 
help cook our light meals one Wednesday per month.  She 
would like to develop 4 or 5 teams of people who would 
be able to share the load of cooking and cleaning.   
However, if you feel God calling you to be here every 
Wednesday to help cook and/or clean, we will not stand in 
your way.  If you are feeling the call to help, please  
contact the church office (918) 366-4463, or call January 
Moody.   We are eager to hear from you! 



Out of the 

Lions’ Den... 

~Daniel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Have you ever wanted to do something, and  
always found it to be out of reach?  You just didn’t 
have the natural ability to accomplish it.  That can 
be very frustrating. 
 I knew a man, in one of my churches, who 
had always dreamed of being a singer.  However, 
since puberty, he’d been unable to carry a tune, 
primarily because he could only sing four notes.  
There are very few melodies comprised of only four 
notes. 
 He finally sought out our Choir Director and 
asked for help.  The Choir Director’s rehearsal room 
was right next door to my office, so vocal lessons 
(both good and challenging) were there for me to 
hear. 
 The Choir Director tried to get the man to 
sing scales, but only four notes could be  
distinguished out of 8 in a scale.  The breakthrough 
came when the Director asked the man to make 
the sound of a siren.  The man reached back into 
his childhood ability to make a siren sound, and he 
did it successfully.  The Choir Director then said to 
him, “Now you know how to sing.”  From then on, 
the man was a singer.  He could match pitches, he 
could sing a melody.  The man was transformed.  
He smiled a lot more.  He joined the choir.  He 
made new friends; he found a new way to belong. 
 Sometimes, you just need to re-visit your 
childhood and remember when all things were  
possible.  It’s true of our faith; it’s true of the 
Church.  What impossibility could become possible 
in you?  What’s stopping you?!!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

START A FIRE IN MY SOUL 
SAVE THE DATE - SEPTEMBER 29  

 
 

From Jesus to the crowds: 
“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be 
light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God 
is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with 
this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-
bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you  
under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light 
stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on 
a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be  
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, 
you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this gen-
erous Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16 The 
Msg Bible 
 

From Paul to Timothy: 
“That is why I remind you to fan into flame the gra-
cious gift of God, that inner fire—the special  
endowment which is in you”   2 Timothy 1:6a Amp 
Bible 
 

Sometimes our church building is referred to in 
Bixby as the “big church on the hill”.  The people 
inside the building are the church; we are the light 
of Jesus and we are to shine that light to others, 
giving glory to our heavenly Father for our works.  
Come on September 29 to learn more about  
starting a fire.  Come! 

We Are Praying for You 
Our Prayer and Encouragement group is faithfully 
praying for those whose names have been given to 
them.  If you have wanted to know how to contact the 
Prayer and Encouragement Group, send an email to 
bonniepulver4@gmail.com, or call or text Bonnie at 
405 213-5054.  Be sure to include your name, and the 
details of your request for prayer (who, why, when, 
and where), along with their contact information if you 
want cards to be sent. 
 The P&E Group sends occasional cards of    
encouragement to college students, military personnel, 
local first responders, and to people who are unable to 
leave their homes or care facilities.  If you have people 
in those categories, please contact Bonnie with current 
addresses.  New addresses for college students are 
very important to us. 

Now Hiring 
Shepherd’s Fold Preschool 

 

We are currently looking for a teacher for the one 
year old class at our preschool.  Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday from 9:30 to 2:30. 
If you have any questions or are interested in this 

position, please contact Marsha Grimm at                    
918-261-1217 or Marsha_grimm@yahoo.com. 

 

Scott & Janell Cyrus 
Welcomed into  
membership  
Sunday, July 21 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING FOSTER CHILDREN 
 

By now you’ve probably read or heard that our recent  
Vacation Bible School children and parents donated over 
$700 for a Back-to-School drive for foster children who are 
supported by Oklahoma’s UMC Circle of Care.  According to 
their website, “Circle of Care works to recruit, train, and  
provide ongoing support to foster parents. We have a 
contract through DHS to provide these services anywhere in 
the state.”  (Emphasis added.)  Thank you for taking part in 
providing “ongoing support” for foster parents through Circle 
of Care. 
 
Here’s another way you might be able to help Circle of Care.  
On the Circle of Care website they describe their partnership 
with an organization called Double-the-Donation.  Some  
companies participate in a program of matching an employee 
donation to a nonprofit, such as Circle of Care.  You can go 
to this website to find out whether the company you work for 
participates in the program.  https://www.circleofcare.org/
double-the-donation/  Remember:  Everyone can do some-
thing. 

Project Transformation Update  
THANK YOU CHURCH!!! 

Together we have blessed and enriched the lives of 75 
needy children, as well as 7 college interns through an 
unforgettable summer literacy program at Southern 
Hills UMC.  A huge thank you to everyone who made 
snack and drink donations to the children, food        
donations for the college interns, monetary donations 
for field trips and supplies and especially your gifts of 
time and energy spent listening to children read.  Each 
of these gifts came together in an amazing way to 
serve God's people.  It should be noted that our      
generosity left Southern Hills UMC members speechless 
when our "Loose Change Offering" check for $760 
was delivered.  All I can say is WOW - you sure did 
your part to help us meet and surpass our $200 goal 
and came through in a pinch when we needed ears to 
listen to kids read.  The monetary gifts helped provide 
breakfast, lunch, snacks and field trips for the children 
and lunches and suppers for the interns.  What an  
impact such a gift can make on God's little children 
who just needed a few meals and a kind ear to hear 
them practice reading.  Not to mention how it helped 
the college interns who did not have government  
funding this year.  You never know what weight a kind 
and generous gesture can hold in the heart of  
someone in need, when it's done in the name of the 
Holy Spirit.  Thank you again and again for listening to 
your heart when the Lord let you know how you could 
help.   
Blessings to all, 
Kristin Bryant & the Local Missions Team 

Tulsa County Fair Winners! 
 
As many of you know we have a group of first rate  
artisans who hand quilt and crochet items with great 
love and care.  Recently some of those items were  
entered in the Tulsa County Fair and were awarded with 
ribbons! 
 
Hand Quilted quilts: 
 1. Little boy britches pattern received 2nd place 
 honors (pieced by Irene Allen and finished by all 
 of the ladies) 
 2. Teacup pattern-received 3rd place honors 
 These will soon be on display and for sale! 
 
Crochet Shawls: 
 A beautiful turquoise piece received 2nd place 
 honors 
Our ladies make and gift these prayer shawls to people 
who need a warm hug & to feel the love of God .  Ask in 
the office if you have someone who could use one of our 
prayer shawls. 
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